QUOD SEMPER, QUOD UBIQUE, QUOD AB OMNIDUS CRBD]TUM.EST.—WIIAT ALYYAYS, ARD EYERY WHERE, AND BY ALL I8 BELIZVED,

Vorome 1L

HAMILTON, [GORE DISTRICT] MARCH 16, 1842,

NumBer 27.

R —

R

TET CATIHEGRTE

1s Printed and Published every Wednesday morning, at
No. 21, Juun StreeT.
—o}oomm
THE VERY REVEREND WILLIAM I\ MACDONALD,

LpLron,

V. G.

Original.

THE RYTEINTS OF SAINT THOMAS OF
AGUINA.

Adoro to devoto.

Devoutly I adore thee, hidden Deity !
Benealh these forms who v2il’st thine awful majesty ;
To thee my keart mustever wholly subject be,

Because I'm wholly lost, when I contemplate thee.

The sight, tho touch, the taste, in thee are all deceived 3
But safely still the sense of hearing is baliev'd:

What God’s cternal Son has said ’s believ’d by me ;
Nought, than the word of truth itself, more true can be.

Hid on the cross alose was thy divinity~—

Here also hios conceal’d thy bless’d humanity ;—
Yet owning and confessing both most steadily,

I beg what once the theef repentant begg'd of thee.

Thy weunls no more 1 now bebold, as Thomas did ;
Yot own thee still nry God, who hast my ransom paid 3
Still make me with a livelier faith believe in thee!
Confirm my hope ! influcnce me with thy charity !

Memorial wondrous of the death of my dear Lord!

0 living bread, to man who can’st true life afford !
Grant that my soul on thee, her mystic food, may live,
And ever with truo relish all thy sweets perceive !

True parent Pelican, who bleed'st, to nurss thy brood !
Cleanse me unclean, O Jesus, with thy sacred blood !
One precious drop of which the guilty world can save,
And from its whole collected mnss of sin can lave!

Jests ! whom now beneath these veils conceal’d I spy !
O grant me that, for which alone so much I sigh:

All veils remov'd, thee fuce to face that I may see,
And in shy glorious presence ever happy be !
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THE

CERISTIAN RELIGION DIMONSTRA-
TED DIVINE.

CHOAPTER XXVL
Loviticus,

Cuarter xiii.—By the law of the lcprosy detailed
in this chaptor, all laboring under this loathsome and
infectious discase, were refersed for inspectivn and cure,
not to the physician, but to the priests. Now, all the
holy fathers and learncd interpreters of the Scripture
in the Catholic church, consider this legal institution a3
an emblem of the sacrament of penance ; and the lepro-
sy of the bedy as an emblem of the leprosy of the soul,
which is sia; and that, us our Saviour came not, as hs
himeel( testifies, 2o abelishk, but to fulfil the law, so the

apiritual Jeprusy nust be submitted to the inspeciunand
prescriptions of his paicsthoud in the sacred trbunal of

penance. — Hence, the lepers, whom ho himself cured, ,of all the spiritual riglts of the saints or the spiritually
were by him commanded to go and shew themsclves to'clean; not now, howover, (as in the old and figurative
the priests 3 ovidently for no other reason but to shew  law) temporal rights, and before man, who is no more
that he did not abrogate the law of the lcprosy ; Lut on  their judge : such, however, was the disorganizing doc-
contrary, sanctioned und fulfilled it. For in his spirit- | trinc of a Wickliffe and a Huss, which left all authority
ual dispensation, as he most solemnly declared, all the|in church aund state at the capricious disposal of the
legal types and figures were to find their full accom-‘bliad. fanatical, prejudging multitude; making mau in-

plishment.  Amen, said he, 1 say unto you, till heaven
and carth shall pass oay, one jot or tittle of the law
shall not pass by, till all be fulfilled—DMatt, v, 18.—
There are two instances mentioned in the gospel of the
Saviour’s healing ihe leprosy; first, when a leper
came and adored him 5 saying, Lord, if thew wilt thou
canst make me clean.

It is cvident that this applicant had the truc faith, in
Jesus ,Christ, whom he adored, and whose power he so
recugnized. Therelure did he obtain an immedswie cure ;
fur ** Jesus, stretehing fortn his hand, touched hum,
sayingy I will 2 Le thou made cleau ; and forihwith lus
leprosy was cléansed.
thou tell no man, but go, shew thyself 1o tho pricst, ar.d
offer the gift which Moses commanded for a testimony
to them.~-Matt. viii, 2, &c. Secondly, when he was
met by ten lepers, ‘¢ who, standing afar off, lifted up
their voice, saying : Jesus, Master, have merey on us!

selves to the priests. And it came to pass, as ihey
went, they were cleansed.—xvii, 12, &c. Now,as eve-
ry circumstance recorded in scripture, particularly
whatever regaids the Savivur, was designed for our .
struction—{or whatcver s writlen, says Samt Paul, was
wrilten for our instruction—Rom. xv, 4,—the holy fa-
thers and spiritual wruers observe inthe case of the first

frced once in baptism from the leprosy of sin. Also a
figure of those who draw near to the Saviour by a live-

immediately cleansed, even before shewing themselves
to :he priest in the cunfessiunal, but withthe obligation
still remaining of doing <o with as little delay as possi-
ble.

In the second case, they consider the fen lepers as
representing the ten possible cases of spirituai leprosy,
which is contracted by a breach of any of the ten com.
mandments ; all which cases ate refered by our Saviour
to the inspection of the priest ; though to those who
obey the Saviour’s mandate, it often happens that on

prosy is cleansed,

CuavreR xiv.—The rites and ceremonices ordained to
be observed in the cleansing of the leper, are »2plete
with mystical meaning and allusion ; the most striking
part of which we shall endeavor to potat out in the gen-
erally received sense.

Verse 5. —The purificationof the leper is to take

And Jesas saith unto him, scc

whom, when he saw, he said tothem: go shew your-

applicant for a cure, a figure of mankind in the abstrac;

ly faith and a true contrition, and who are therefore

their way to shew themselves 1o his ministers, their le-

stead of God, and the very worst and incompetent men,
the supreme and decisive judges of the internal worth,
or worthlessness of their lawful superiors; declaring
even invalid the sacred ministry of all, whom they might
suspect to bo in sin j though the sin of the individual,
and its dirc conscquences, rest but on the head of the
guilty individual, and connot stop up the Saviour’s ap-
pointed channels of grace, and thus render vain his re-
decming dispensation.

We must hLere olbscrve that, Lefore the sulemn and
conclusive right of purification tahes place, the leprosy
of the paticnts must have lLeen previsusly inspected,
‘prcscribed for, and declared to have in fine assumed a
healthy appearance. Lven so must the spiritual I2prosy
be examined, prescribed for, and found subsidzd in all
its symptome, before the solemn rite of purification takes
place ; that is, before the sentence of absolution is pro-
nounced. The sinner must give unequivocal :’gnsof
true repentance before the priest can vealure to pro-
nounce him truly abselved from his sins; tc Introduce
him as clean into the camp, and restore him to the socicty
Iof the just, and the benefits of religion.

Verse 4.—Inthe figurative rito of purification, the
leper was to ¢ offer fur Limsell two living sparrows,
which it was lawlul to eat; and cedar wood, wid scar-
let, and hyssop. One of the sparrows was tu bo smesla-
ted in an earthern vessel, over living waters : and the
other living one was to be dipped, with the ceder wood,
scarlet and hissop, 1n the blood of the sparrow, that was
immolated, with which he, who was to be cleansed, was
to be sprinkled seven times, that he may be rightly puri-
fied; and he shall let go the living sparrow that he may
fly into the field,” &c.

Tho lcast things are often chosen, as emblems of him
who became, for our sake, as @ worm, and no man, the
repraach of men, and the outcast of the people.—xxii, 7.

Thus is he, our guili-purifying and propizating vic-
tim, represented here in his two-fold nature, of Ged and
man, by the two sparrows ; one of which is immolated
in an carthen vessel, over living walers 5 that is, his hu-
manity, slin in its carthly tabernacle, the body, the
blood of which is turned, like that which issued from his
wounded side, into a living, purifying and refreshing
stream : the other sparrow is ¢‘dipped, with cedar wood,
-scarlet and hyssop, in the blood of the one that wes ime
moleted; aund then let fly away slive into the field 2
this designates his divinity, which connot die 5 but yer
which takes upon itself the expiatory bloed of the other,
which was shed upon the cedar wood, a wood, which

\

place out of the camp. The lepers were not allowed 10, ;5 jucorruptible, representing the cross 3 that trec of ev-
reside in the camp, nor to assoc:ate with theso who were crlastng memorial, and 1mperishable beoefit 10 our ce-
not clean —Numb. 5,  They wero deprived of all parti-) deemed race. The scarlet designates by its color, the
cipation in the sacred rites, and never suffered 10 ap-, hloody natuze of the espiations and the hyssop, by its
proach the holy place. Witness even the Jewish mon- anti-leprous virtue, when used medicinally, its parify-
arch, who, when struck with the leprosy, was cast ot ng offcct.  This herb wasthereforo used el religious
of the temple, and shut up for !ife from the public, and,  sprinkings, to which, m these words, David alludes :
dying in that disease, was buricd apart from the other, Thouskalt sprinkleme with hyssop,and 1 skall e clean-
kings of Juda.—2 paral. 26, 21. Sothey, who contract ¢d.—Ps, i, 8. In this purificatory oblation, an aliusion
the leprosy of sia, of whatev.r rank or quality they be 5 us made to the unity of person and diversity of naturcin

aso deprived before God in as fus as regards themszives, e victim . for that wlih was immolated, and it



