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The size of a room is always estimated by the numnber of mats
it contaixxs. The mats are about two and a hall luches thick,
woven of straw, and covered with a very durable grrass cloth that
looks well and is easily kept clean. The edges are frequently
bound around with a strip of ficgured cloth, which. is a pleasaut
relief to the eye. The parlour. is always situated at the back of
the bouse, looking' out into the garden, which is ever' a model of
neatness, variety, and beauty-a perfect landscape, with water,
bridges, trees, hbis, rocks, and, where a ruinning sbream can be
bad, stocked with gold and silver perch. There is no furniture
save the charcoal brazier, which in cold weather* supplies the
place of a stove, a sword-rack, a few vases of flowers on a 'raised
platform iiý a recess at one end of the room, and ln some cases a
small writing, table, a bout eight or ten luches high. The walls
are finished in tinted plaster, or papered; the ceiling, is nmade of
thin boards, dressed to, show perfectly the natural grain of the
wood. Pictures, speclinens of handwriting, poems, lu the fc'-n
of long scrolls on rollers, adorn thé walls. Chairs have been
recently introduced, and are becoming quite common.

We are politely requested to be seated, or, if we may express
it in the native idioni, 0 ka7censi< Be so .good as to bang,
yourself." A chair is called a Icoshi kale-a hip hanger. They
wonder how we eau endure to sit 'with the feet hanging down,
and we are equally surprised f0 see with how little incouvenience
they can sit on their heels. The family room. la usually furnished
ivith, closets, chests of drawers> and a small table. The partitions
are formed of lighit wooden frames covered with paper, sliding in
grooves, and removable at pleasure, so that the bouse eau ha
quickly made into one room, or divided luto many. At night
wadded quilts are brought, out of the closets and spreadl on the
niats-littie blocks of wood with small roils of rice chaif on
them, serve for pillows, and with a quilt, or large wadded gowvn
for covering the bed is furnished. In the niorning ail is put
away again lu the closet. By this wouderful economy of space a
small house la sufficient for a large family.

The kitchen is often ln the front of the house, and usually
contains a good deai of inexpensive but very useful furniture.
On a simple range hot water is always kept ready.; iu the morn-
ing, Tice for the day is boiled in a large pot, neyver used for any
other purpose, over a quictc fire of wood. It ia then put into a
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