_that day at Jacob's well.
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THE CANADIAN MISSIONARY LINK.

Just for a little—looking on him as the Sop of Man—
let us trace Him in His life work that we may catch
something of His missionary spirit. The lesson to be
drawn from this aspect of His life need not be mentioned;;
they appear in every incident. His commission we have
seen included “ preaching good tidings, proclaiming

" liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to

them that were bound.” How greatly was all this carrjed
out ! He seems ever to have had before Him the fact
that for Him there was a precise work to do, that' His
period for that work had its definite‘termination, and that
therefore “ He must work the works of Him that seat
Him while it .was day '—that the night was coming.
Add to this the doing of His Father's will, and we have
the key note to that wonderful life. N

Notice His implicit confidence in His Father. The
work before Him would entaibsuflerings, but “ The Lord
God will help Me, thercfore have 1 set my face like a
flint.” “1 dnow that thou hearest me always.” This
was enough.  Onc proment the people to whom He was
sent woushu!'kﬁr(rﬁs gracious words-~the next they
wére. ready to murder Him ; yet never once did He fail
of falter, upheld by His Father’s presencé, His Father’s
smile. 0, for a loving confidence like this ; a trust that
nothing shakes!

But notice again, tlis resolute purpose. * This one
thing | do"—to seek and save the lost. This was with
him an all-absorbing passion, and so it mattered little
whether crowds hung on [his word ; or Ifis audience
consisted of only the few. His work was to save, and
He labored with the- one as with the many. Sce Him
How much is implied in the
words, * Jesus being wearied with His journey, sat thus
on the well.” [t was noon-day, a time when cven the
very flocks rested ; but Jesus cannot rest while even one

s 1n wretchedness and_ sin; and so putting aside His

own weariness and thirst, e pleads and labors with the
woman, until she is brought to His feet in penitence,
Only one soul to talk to, and that a woman, very humble

and very repulsive tog, yet He speaks not of His conde-

scension, of the pity and Jove Hc had spent ugon her.
No, He had gainéd her,.and through her would yain
others, and this so filled His whole soul that He was
satisfied. Co-

Christ seemed l(\{eﬂlilc that this work needed prepa- -

ration : or-eclse why do we read * that rising up a great
while before day, He went oot and departed into a soli-
tary place, and there prayed” Why, after a long day's
work does He, after seeiny to the comfort of athers. depart
Himself alone into a mountain to pray.  Why, but that
He felt the need of direct communion \Q“h God ;. felt,
that with “ strong cryving and tears,” He must, plead for
those He would save. Triice the tnention of these hours

of prayer, and you will notice that it was always before,

any great work, or, after a specially long and fatiguing
day that He sought this retirement with llis Father.
He not only prayed, but gained power and strength in
secret communion. ’

No thought of self ever hindered Christ's work. On
one occasion, He bids 1lis disciples to “ come apart into
a desert place and rest ny\ile " and
graphic touch : * For there were many coming and going,
and they had no leisure so much as to cat.” We can
imagine the crowd with their sick to be healed, withqheir
endless guestions, many of which the great Father knew
were asked only out of mere curiosity. An honest,
earnest questioner Christ would have pladly hailed, but
these must only have added to the weariness. Yet just
as He goes to take the neededl rest, He has compassion
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on the multitude, and regardless of His own comfort and
deaf to the entreaties of His disciples—* He spake unto
them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that had
need of healing” O wondrous life of self-denial, of
loving tenderness !

But He goes further. He could not be contented with
preaching ; could not even be contented with that last
crowning act of His life, but during His ministry He
sought the lost! “The Son of Man is come to seek.”
* He looker up, and saw Zaccheus.,” We have but scanty
record of any success in His work, yet it needs no great
stretch of imagination to picture many other such cases,
cases that only ‘Hé Jooked for, and sought out sinners
like Zacchivus from whom others turned away. A fune-’
ral train was a common sight then as now, but He who
was always about “ His Father’s business” who “ went
about doing good” the Man, Christ Jesus, saw inita
human heart in trouble, and independently of the won-
drous miracle, what comfort must have come to that
mother in the simple words He uttered, “ Weep not,”
O the tenderncss, the loving sympathy wrapped up in
them, how the sore heart must have lcaped at the very
sound of His voice, '

But once more we.notice how He came into personal
contact with those He sought to save or His words ex-
pressed love and tenderness, but the touch of His hand
far more. Small marvel would it have been if He had
done no more than speak. But, “ He came near,” “ He
touched,” “ He laid His hand upon her,” the story reads
again and again. Was it nccessary this personal con-
tact? - They were so ignorant, so degraded, so loath-
some with discase. He so pure, so far removed from
them surely to speak was all that could be expected
of Him, ¥ut remember, His work was to do His Father'’s

" will, and that will was the salvation of souls. Listen to the

record once again, * This man receiveth sinners and
cateth with them.” It made no difference, through the
body he might reach the soil'; and so, “ He laid His
hand on every one of-them.” The sinful, the sick;
doubter, all might come near, might touch Him and fecl
confident of only tender, loving words. We have [ooked
at but a few of the many characteristics which marked
the life of the first great Missionary ; but we have seen
enough to cease to wonder A the enthusiasm His life
begat in His early followers.

Sending them out that through them Hemight carry
on the great work on which His heart was set. He said
to them, “ As my Father hath sent Me, cven so send [
vou” * My Father sent Me to bind up the' broken
hearted, to proclaim libertyto the captive, and all this it
is yours to do.” And is it any wonder that when the
first missionaries of the cross went out, that “ the people
took knowledge of them that they had-beeg with Jesus.”
They had caught His spirit of self-denial, of loving ten-- -
derness, ‘of singleness of purpose, capght it until they
counted it all joy to give their all; caught it until one of

‘them looking back over three years of sérvice could say

that in all that'time he had * ceased not to warn every
onk nighland duy with tears” :

Shall we, too, catch the inspiration of this wondrous
life? He is. our clder brother, bone of our bone, and
fiesh of our flesh, * It behoved Him in all things to be
made like unto His brethren.” So that we too may come
very near, and O let us ponder His life, until we too hear
Him saying to us, % As my Father hath sent Me, ewen 50
send I yor." B A E |



