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change whicli came over this gentle-
man. InstantIV the reserve gave
-place to genial t(ccd. nature, and the
beoro distant Briton becaine one of
the most companionable of good fel-
Iowa. But the ladies couldzi't under-
stand it, and, often privately impor-
tnned nme for an explanation of the
xnothod of accomplishing sucli a won-
derful foat. It is perhaps iinneces-
sary iîo say that cur acquaintance s0
Singularly made soon ripened iute in-
timacy, and that whenever an excur-
sion was planned or a pic-nie held lie
%vas always one of the partqiy, and. the
ladies said an invaluable acquisition.
But our season cf pleasuring was
short amd. the tume for separation soon
came. The ladies with their escurt
were to visit rantce, Switzerlandl and.
Germany, thence te England and
then home. I intended to talie a run
into Spain, with an eariy return to
Italy, and possibly afterwards a ram-
ble througli Germany, while our Eng-
lish friend, who was of the Royal
-Engineers, was en route for Jerusa-
lemi, where certain investigations were
being made among the ruins in that
locality, he having been sent out to
relieve the engineer in charge, who
was to rcturn home on the former's
arrivai at the scene of bis labors.

1 have inatinmted that Chester-
'which by the way 1 hadl forgotten to
mention was bis name-was a mem-
ber of the Masonie Fraternity, and if
possible a more zealous Mason than
myseif, hience there was not only bis
professional, interest in the work be-
fore him, but a desire to examine for
himself, and te verify if possible, the
truth of the tradition of the Craft.
To say that 1 ahared that desirewcuid.
but feehly express niy feelings, and~
when lie sugge8tedl that I change my
programme of travel andl accompanyj
him; to the supposed site of Ring Sol-I
emon's Temple, it required no urging~
te induce me to do se. A score of~
years ago facilities for travel were
Lot wbat they are to-day even in the
new worid, lience some I.ittle time was
consumied in reaching-our destination,

but we âinally arrived. without he.ving
encouintered. more than ordinarv ob-
stacles which travellers in those days
wore sure to meet. But what was the
chagrin of Cliester, te say nothing of
my disappointmnent, to find thiat the
authorities had refusedl t permit the
prosecution of the -Work undertaken
by the English coxnpany. Already
many of the workmen ha4 returned
to England, and others were getting
ready to leave wben. we arrived. Ches-
ter induced them, te reniain. a short
time longer, and im-niediately set
about getting permission to proceed.
with the work. That Ibis was no
easy task to accomplish may be in-
agined when 1 tell yen that nearly a
monîli elapseq, before sucob permission
coula be obtained, ana even tben the
work proceeded but slowly se jealeus
were the natives of every movement
cf the company engaged ini the enter-
prise. But il is niot iny objeet to tell
you of the resuits, suffice it te say
they were cf a satisfactory nature,
and confirmedl beyond dispute many
cf the traditions cf the Fraternity.

Like many other niembers cf the
Craft, Chester, thougli proud of its
antiquity, tenacious of its traditions,
arvd charmed with those beauties
which. appealedl to his oesthetic nature
was somewhat skieptical cf its prac-
tical adlvantages. Mucli as the here-
tic gazes upon the pomp and spiendor
of papal ceremonies, or a citizen cf
a republie on the time-honorcd cus-
toms at courts cf kingys, queens or
emperors, admiring their regal gran-
deur but doubting their efficacy, Ifear
did Chester look upon oui ancient In-
i3titution. I readiIy saw wvhy lie
should, take tbis view cf the malter.
Reared as lie had been in a
country where traditions are re-
vered, and more attention paid
te forma and ceremunies, and a good
pedigree lionored even more than
'weaith, anda having s&cýaîled noble
bleocdin bis veina, and constantly as-
socio.titig with the botter class cf bis
countrymen. at home and travellers
abroad, and, neyer having seen the
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