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Arch Chapter as herstofors, considering |
tha.t a.llTemplars are Roysal Amh Masona

" TEST OF THE HOLY 'mmm

'I‘he reaolution, actmg on the report of
the Grand Couneil, adopted atlast meeting

of Great Pnory, requiring a test from the

visiting Knights Templar of the United
States, of their belief in the doctrine of
the Holy Trinity, having been erroneously
stated in a Masonic periodical as recom-
mended by me, I felt it necessary to con-
tradict, in a letter to the CrarrsMAN in June

Number (see Appendix A, B.,) and for the

reasons therein given, I would recommend

that the resolation be rescinded, but, as a.

matter of course, brethren who may wish
to affiliate must comply with our rules and
regulations in this and every other particu-
lar. The belief in the doctrine of the Trin-
ity is common to all Knights Templar sys-
tems, excepting that of the United States,
and is the acknowledged characteristio of
every Christian Order of XKnighthood,
therefore, there is nothing singular in our
requiring such a test of gennine Templary,
when we find that those who reject the
dpotrine of the Trinity in Unity, have been
admitted members of the Order. In its
Templar organization the United States
stand alone, matarially differing on this
point, as in many others, from all the ex-
isting branckes of the Order,
sertion there is no mistake. Their own
writers declare that ¢“they as Templars
have naught to do with dogmas, and allow
no denominational lines to be drawn round
their Commanderies,” thus at once surren-
dering the claim to be considered as repro-
senting the original Order of Knights T. ..
plar. There cannot be a shadow of doubt
that the Templar Order was always ng'dly
Trinitarian, and in fact the persons w0
compiled the present American Ritual held
that view in its completeness, but of late
years the Unitarian system has spread so
extensively in the United Btates, and more
particularly among the educated classes,
trom which the Templars are principally
resrnited, thus the American Order had
been ‘in a theasure obliged to qna.hfy ita
origiml stand point so as to permit of Uni-
tarians ta.kmg the 0.B. However, that is

theiraﬁ;umorethmonn,mdif they are’

In this as- |

*“out of keeping” they must suffer the re-
promh )

Do away with the chief characteristica of
an Ordét, give it new ‘titles and nomencla-
ture, in fact, take from it all semblance to
the original, as has been done in the
modern Order of the Templars, which is s
meta.morph:sed to make it a Masonic de-
greo, that scarcely a vestige of the orig-
inal chivalric character remains, snd might
with just as much propriety be called by
the name of any other Christian society as
that of the Templars.

, Many of the legends of the numerous in-
vented Masonic degrees of the Iast ocontury
are but “pious frauds,” bearing no resem-
blance, except in name, to that from which
it is said they are derived; at the same
time there can be no possible objection to
the adoption of any Masonic cereinonial
agreed npon, which suits the views of the
compilers, but why pass it off ag de Jacto,
a representation of the actual ceremonivs
of the original. This we know is the case
in most of the Masonic Knightly Orders,
which profess to be correct imitations of
those they are named after, but are in al-
most every particular at variance with his-
tory and truth, being mere fanciful and
fictitious representations for dramatio ef-
fect, rejected by all who have given the
subject any corsideration. We maintain
that to represent true Templary, the old
Monastic Military Order, which the Ma-
scnic Templars affirm they do, a belief in.
the Holy Trinity is- indisperisdble, and an
organjzation which does not require it, is
no more Templary than one which doeg
not require a belief in God is Masonic. It~
the Grand Orient of France is no longer a
Masonic power, Templary which rejects a
belief in the Holy Trinity is not and never
was Templary.

OUT DOOR COBTUME AND MILFTARY DRILL..

Remarks have been made, and corres-
pondence taken place, on a subject which
seems to be looked upon as important by
some members of the Order, viz: the adop-"
tion of an out door costume, and the intro-
duction of a systern of military drill. This,
I do not intend to enter into auy discussion
about, &8 my views are very fully expreéssed
in a letter published in the July Crarrs-



