APPENDIX. g

“mrany regular lines-of a deep black, gradually to a'gold
colour—the belly is of a pale blue, which grows. fuller
@s it approacheth its fides. This fnake gives the trav-
- eller notice of his danger by fhaking the rattles at its

tail ; the number denotes its-age as one is added every
-year of its life.

The Turkey-Snake is about fix feet in length,. pro-
portionaily large in its body, and of a dufky colour—
this {nake takes its name from its preying upon the
Wild-Turkey principally. The method of its taking the
Turkey is in the manner following.

The fnake on finding a tree on which the Turkeys
are wont to rooft at night, afcendsit, to its loweft
branches entwines its tail round a branch with its
head downwards, draws its body into a fmall compafs,

_-not unlike the form of a Wafp’s neft. Whenever th
Turkey approaches its wonted place of reft, the Snake
" fufpended as above related, with a hifiing noife draws
_a Turkey dire&@ly under its enemy, who, as by a charm
feizes its deluded prey, entwines its body round the
Turkey’s neck, robs it of life, then with its tongue licks
-every part of the bird, which leavesa certain gluey
fubftance that ferves to lubricate the body fo that the
fnake fwallows the bird with more eafe ; thus prepared
the ferpent takes it by the head and gradually fucks in
the body with its feathers, &c.
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