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OR, ROUGHING IT THROUGH LIFE. + .5

my brother’s, for the time being. However, nothing daunted,
into the boat we got, and pulled about for several days at different
times, until I could manage the oars and use the yoke lines.-

We then went on to the Thames, and had many a good row to /

Battersea or Richmond. a

. Early in the spring I broached the. subJect of departure to my
relatlves they at first objected, but seeing my mind was made up,
they consented, and procured me a passage on the fine clipper
barque ¢ James Holmes,” and bidding farewell to relations
#nd friends, also paying a last visit to my favorite haunts—
for it might be many years before I again returned to that part of

. the world—I went on board, on a chilly lhorning'in April. About

11 am., the tide served, and as -the flood-gates of the dock
opened, out we floated into the Thames—down the pool, winding
our way in and out between the various craft with which that
famous river is-at all times studded, and ‘dear old London was
soon lost in the distance. The day being raw and blustering, I did

not remain long on deck, but took refuge in my snug little state-

room, and busied myself in arranging my books, writing mate-

rials, ete., until the steward came™and announced dinmer. I-
had a good appetite and enjoyed it very much, but it was the

last meal I could eat for nda:ny days. The weather was squally,

with a fair wind, and we made good running all that night.

The next morning I began to experience that great drawback to

ocean travelling, “sea sickness.” I suffered very severely for .

several days, and we were fai from land before I could
leave my berth and go on deck. Being the only passenger, I

received all the attention from the officers and crew 'that I~

required;*ind I had not been more thati a month on board before

I knew the name of every rope and sail, and the purposes for .
which they were intended. I had also been several times upaloft”

in fine weather. I had sacted on my. brother’s suggestion, and
brought on board several pounds of tobacco, and by judiciously

distributing - it, I a.cqmred a great deal of useful informa-
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