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TRAIL-TALK AND TARADIDDLES

(Richard L. Poeock) ;

The Opening of the Shooting Season
Since the publication of the regulations un-
der, the Game Act for the'open and closed
seasons during 1910, which will be found in an-
other column, there has been much discussion
and criticism of the decision to make the open-
ing day for grouse shooting two weeks ‘earlier
than'it has been for the last two ‘seasons, many
good sportsmen being of the opinion that it is
a great mistake to open the season at all before
the First of October. It is a great pity that
these opinions were not voiced a little earlier,

as the powers that be, who are responsible for

the framing of the regulations, were of course
anxious to do what was best in the interests of
present and future sport; and to help them in
forming their conclusions were desirous of
getting at the real opinions of those in a posi-
tion to:judge best of the conditions prevailing
in the various districts of the Province.
However, as'there seems to be a very strong
opinion. against the opening. of the season any
earlier this year than last, and reports have
come in from some districts of small broods
and backward birds, by all means let us give.
the birds the benefit of any doubt, and, prefer-
ably, close down grouse shooting altogether
this” year, or else keep the opening date the
same as in the last two seasons. Sport should
be free from politics, and a question of import-
ance to the interests of sport and the maintain-
ing of-a fair stock of birds on the Island should
be discussed without acrimony or personalities.

The opening of the grouse shooting season
on September 15 was advocated in this col-
umn last May, on the strength of personal ob-
servation of plenty of hooters in the districts
with which I-am acquainted, but even more on
the strength of the honest opinions of many
good sportsmen who had spoken to me on the
subject. fe o ; o

But we do not pretend to know it all, and;
personally, whatever my opinion may be as to
the desirability or otherwise of opening. the
shooting on a certain date, I am willing to defer
to the opinion of others who may know or think
differently, even though they may be in the
mihority; and, if there is any doubt whatever
as to 'the wisdom of the policy decided on, by
all ‘means give the birds the benefif of the
doubt.
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THe Pheasants, ‘the' Chef,” and "the | Thirsty

SN o Sports

Speaking of game laws reminds one of a
good story heard the other day, It happened
some years ago now, so, if this catches the eye
of the Game Warden, it is no use his coming
to me for evidence, besides it would only be
hearsay anyway, and the lawyer of the office
tells me that that doesn’t count; so here goes
for the yarn:.

They were two ardent shooters, and they
had had a long and weary day without a great
deal tg show for it. Driving home in a buggy,
they paid a call on a prominent resident of the
district in which they had been shooting; in the
hope of getting a little liquid refreshment.
They were observed by their host, as they
pulled up at his gate, to take a sack from un-
der the seat of-the buggy and cache it behind
a bush at the side of the road. Here was a
mystery which had to be investigated at once.
After receiving his guests, the host excused
himself for a moment to get the aforesaid re-
freshment and seized the opportunity to se-
cure and examine the mysterious sack;

“In it he found two hen pheasants; the mur-
der was out. Of course the right thing to do
was to denounce the offenders and hand them
over to justice; but the discoverer of the crime
saw his way to the administering of a little
poetical justice, and took upon himself to
dole out the punishment. :

He knew his men, and, on returning to
them, he apologized  for the fact that unfor-
tunately his stock of -spirituous liquors was
temporarily out, but he had plenty of nice fresh
milk. They drank the milk—they were thirsty
and there was no .whiskey; therefore, having
drunk the milk, they, took a speedy departure
and started for other parts where there was
something stronger to be had.

On arriving in Victoria they pulled up at a
certain restaurant presided over by a well-
known and distinguished French chef, and
handed him the sack, with the request that he
would see that justice was done to the pre-
paration of the pheasants, which they told him
it contained, for their supper later in the even-
ng. ) e

- Then they. satisfied their thirst and returned
after a good clean-up and a chdnge of raiment,
In anticipation of the enjoyment of the fe-
tults of their skill and the chef’s. The wel-
tome they received was very different from
‘what they expected. Instead of the smiling
tace of the artist of the kitchen, which they

savere accustomed to see, they met @ very indig-
nazi Frenchiizn tndeed, who tegaled them
with samples of his choicest Parisian. 'When
the air cle bit and they were able to get
1 word in, they enquired mildly and politely
ly what wa matter. ° 4 i

- “Sacre blank, etc., etc., dash, dot!  You

 to cook, and you say they are

More Poetical Justice :

It is of the same man as played host on this
occasion that the story is told, that, being an-
noyed ‘at the way poaching gunners were in
the habit of getting over his fence, taking a
crack ‘at his pheasants, and then - hiking for
the road again, without his being able to catch
them, he determined to get some incontroverti-
ble evidence against some of them:.

He therefore atmed 2 man' with a kodak and
posted him behind the fence with instructions
to get, if possible, a snapshot of anyone who
should come over ‘“trespassing in the pursuit
of 'game.” - >

The photographer was lucky; he did not
have a very long wait before a hunter with
gun and dog  came within range, and was duly
caught by the camera. There were no facilities
at hand for developing the' plate, and it was
despatched next morning to a Victoria profes-
sional to be developed and printed. Tmagine
the astonishment of the photographer when, on
developing the plate, he found an excellent rep-
resentation of a man with a gun and a dog, the
man himself, ‘the gun and dog his own. His-
tory does not record what he did to that plate;
but photographers are human, and it is aston-
ishing what can be done by a’skillful operator.

S ——O—
Bogs and the Breeding Season

There has been a strong kick registered
here lately about the practice of taking dogs
into the woods for training or exercise in the
close season. There is no law against it; ex-
cept the unwritten law of good sportsmanship
and unselfishness, and the man who thinks of
the welfare of the game and the interests of his
neighbor is careful to exercixe his dog in places
where there is no danger of his doing damage
to the game. To say that dogs can be taken
into the woaods at this time of year without fear
of their doing any harm, hardly seems reason-
able. An' exceptionally . well-trained - dog,
which can be and is kept close to heel all the
time he is out, may be alright, but how many
such are there among the animals which ac-
company their masters in their country out-
ings at this season of the year? It is said that
men are in the habit of taking their dogs out

before the season opens, and even as early as

this and earlier, for the express purpose of
training them on birds. There could hardly
be anything more detrimental to the game than
this; the dogs are necessarily only partly brok-
en and not under complete control, and they
must in the nature of things do immense harr_n
in th€wady 6f scattering young broods, even if
they do not actually kill any of the birds. Many
are the trials and vieissitudes of the mother
bird and her brood, and many the ways for the
destruction of the young ones, without their
being chased and harassed by unbroken and
partly broken dogs. Particularly is this the
case with pheasants. A hen phéasant is notori-
ously the worst mother of any .of the ‘%ame
birds, and more apt to lose a percentage of her
brood than the mother grouse, but it is well
known' that there is nothing which does so
much damage to any game in the breeding
and rearing season than a dog in the coverts.

Play the game, gentlemen, and keep your
dogs broken or unbroken away from the birds
until the shooting season opens!

O

GAME REGULATIONS

Regulations made under the Game Act for
the open and close seasons during 1910 are as
follows : 3 X

Cock Pheasants may be shot in the Cowi-
chan: Electoral District between 1st October
and 31st December, both days inclusive ; in the
Islands Electoral District, except the munici-
pality of North Saanich, between 1st October
and 31st October, both days inclusive. No
pheasant-shooting is allowed in any part of the
Province, »

Grouse of all kinds may be shot on Vancou-
ver Island, the islands adjacent thereto, and
the Islands Electoral District, between 15th
September and 31st December, both days in-
clusive, with the exception of willow grouse in
the Cowichan Electoral District; Blue and Wil-
low Grouse in the Richmond, Dewdney, Delta,
Chilliwack, and in that portion of .the Comox
Electoral Districts on the Mainland; and isl-
ands adjacent thereto, on Texada Island, and in
that portion of Kent Municipality situate in
Yale Electoral District, between the 15th Oc-
tober and 31st December, both days inclusive ;
of all kinds in the Fernie and Cranbrook Elec-

toral Districts ‘may be shot only during the

month of October. Blue and Willow Grouse
‘and Ptarmigan may be shot throughout the re-
mainder of the Mainland between 1st Sep-
tember and 31st December, both days inclu-
sive.

Quail may be shot in the Cowichan, Esqui-
malt, Saanich, and Islands Electoral Districts,
between 1st October and 31st December, both
days inclusive..

Prairie Chicken may be shot throughout the

Province during the month of October. .
Ducks, Geese and Snipe may be . shot
throughout the Mainland and the islands adja-
cent thereto, ‘between 1st September and /28th
February, both days inclusive. Ducks of all
kinds and snipe may be shot on Vancouver Isl-

and and islands adjacent thereto, and in: the

Islands Electoral District, between 15th Sep-
tember,” 1010, and 2B8th February, 1911, both

. days inclusive, and Geese at any time.
. Columbian or Coast Deer may be shot on
 Vancouver Island, the islands adjacent thereto,

and the Islands FElectoral District,” between

.. 15th September and 15th December, both days
" inelasive.  Throughout' the remainder of the
* Province, exceptithe Queen Charlotte Islands,

- thev'mav he chot hetween Ist Seetember and

1511 A DI,

vor, oth dayd inclusive.

Wapiti are not allowed to be
where in the Province.

Sale of Game.—Columbia or Coast Deer
may be sold on the Mainland only betwéen 1st
September and 15th November, both days in-
clusive, ; "

- Duéks, Geese and Snipe may be sold
throughout the Province during the months of
October and November only.

Note.—Nothing . contained in the above
regulations affects Kaien Island, the Yalakom
Game Reserve in the Lillocet District, or the
Elk River Game Reserve in the East Kootenay
District, ;
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FISH FARMING IN UNITED STATES

It is nearly forty years since the Unifed
States Government awoke to the necessity of
conserving the fishery resources of the coun-
try and began those elaborate operations in fa-
vor of fishes, fishermen and fish consumers in
general. It was thought to be a better policy
to spend a certain amount of the public money

in making fish so abundant that they can be

caught without restriction, and serve as a
cheap food for the people at large, rather than
spend a much larger sum in preventing the peo-

ple from catching the few fish that remained’

after generations of improvidence. It was in
1871 when Congress took the initial step to-
wards a national fishery service, by the pass-
age of a joint resolution creating the office of
Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries: - Govern-
ment fish culture in America exceeds in extent
of importance that of all other countries com-
bined. At the end of the first ten years of the
Bureau's existence, the fishes that were being
re$ularly cultivated were shad, carp, chinook
salmon, Atlantic salmon, landlocked salmon,
rainbow trout, brook trout and whitefish. The
list is now six times as long, and the annual
output is ten times the aggregate for the ten
year period ending in 188r. e s

The main energies of the Bureau are devot-
ed to the multiplication of the mere important
commercial fisheries, such as shad, whitefish,
‘lake trout, Pacific salmon, white perch, yellow
perch, cod, flatfish and the lobster, which are
hatclied in lots of many millions annually. In
addition to these many, game ‘fishes .are: culti-
vated, and although these represent only about
ten per cent of the output of the hatcheries,
this feature of the work is most important, as
supplying choice kinds,of fish for public rivers,
lakes and ponds, for fishing preserves, and for
private ponds and streAms in ‘all*parts of the
United States. The/fishes most in demand for
those purposes are the landlocked salmon, dif-
ferent species of trout, greyling, the basses,:the
crappies, the sunfish and catfishes and various
others, that are also handled.

The results of fish culture, as: shown by
numerous replenished waters and by actual re-
turns in fish, might easily be made the -subject
of lengthy reference, but is here alluded to in-
cidentally. One point to be emphasized is that

.the fish-cultural work .of the Bureau s of two

classes, with respect to its economy, ‘Many of
the most valuable food. fishes, being in their
prime for market purposes just prior to the
spawning season, are most extensively  cap-
tured at the very time they should be spared
for the perpetuation of their kind. Whenever
possible, the Bureait procures the eggs-of these
fish from the fishermen. Fully ninety-six per
cent of all the eggs collected and hatched by
the Bureau are taken and fertilized from fishes
destined for the market, and this without de-
tracting from the valie or edible qualities of
the fish, 5 5

' Some of the fresh ‘water species, valued
chiefly as game fishes, are cultivated by con-
fining ‘them under conditions which will se-
cure the maximum reproduction by processes.
Practically all the commercial fishes can be
propagated, and much more aumerously, by
stripping thém of eggs’ milk by hand and in-
cubating the fertilized eggs in hatcheries. It is
with these that the Bureau is most largely con-
cerned, their numbers being nearly ninety-
eight per cent of the entire output of the
hatcheries.

The hdtching = processes are, generally
speaking, of three classes with respect to
equipment, determined primarily by the speci-
fie gravity of the eggs. Heavy eggs, such as
those of trout, salmon and the greyling, are in-
cubated in wire bottomed trays, or wire bas-
kets set in troughs of running ' water.  The
mesh. of wire is of a size to suit the size of egg,
and.to permit the young fish as they hatch to
drop through into the trough. The troughs
are usually plain, open boxes; varying in length
from twelve to sixteen feet, and in depth from
four to twelve inches to suit conditions. “An ar-
bitrary width of fourteen inches, inside meas-
ure, has been adopted, uniforniity of width be-
ing desirable for economy in interior equip-
ment. ’

The fish-cultural work of the Federal Gov-
ernment has now attained a magnitude that
cannot be readily comprehended, "and is in-
creasing at a very rapid rate. Thisis especial-
ly marked during the last ten years, owing

artly to the establishment of new stations,
partly to the extension of operations and exist-
ing stations and largely to the greater effi-
ciency of methdds and appliances. The ‘work

during the fiscal year 1909 reached larger 'pro-/

portions than ‘ever before, over :3,000,000,000
being prodyced and planted. During the fis-
cal year 1910 another record will be made, and
the output will exceed that of the previous
year by several hundred millions.
- The tremendots importance of the Govern-
ment’s work in the conservation and multipli-
cation of fish, will be understood when we say,
*7 ' the Government had not engaged in this
v 98 per cent of the fand fish shown would

shot any-/

never have existed, because they would have
been sent to the market in the form of eggs.

Last year the Government planted 75,83g,-
430 trout eggs of all species. For brook trout
eggs the Burean depends largely on commer-
cial trout raisers, eyed eggs being obtained
from them at lower cost than it is possible to
collect from wild fish at most placés; or from
brood fish maintained only for their eges.
About 8,000,000 eggs are annually purchased
from ten to eleven dealers.

At some stations, however, eggs from wild
trout are more satisfactory. It has been found
that eggs in the domesticated fish, hatched and
reared in spring water, which is not subject to
seasonable variations, do not produce good re-
sults. This is especially so where the tem-
perature of the wafer supply in the hatchery is
below thirty-five degrees, or is subject to vari-
ations of several degrees. Vermont and Color-
ado are the only states in which eggs of the
wild brook trout are collected in sufficient num-
bers to stock the Bureau’s hatcheries in those
states, as well as to have a surplus for distri-
bution to other hatcheries.

When the fry are hatched from the eggs
they are found provided with a sack, ‘contain-
ing food material on whith the fry live, until
they are able to consume food on their own ac-
count. As soon-as the fry swim around look-
ing for food, they are fed several times a day
on an emulsion of finely ground liver. This
diet is continued as the young fish develop,
with the difference that the liver is less finely
ground and is given less frequently—two or
three times a day being-sufficient when the
fish have attained a length of two or three
inches. The kind of liver used varies at dif-
ferent stations, that of sheep, beeves and hogs
being extensively used and the relative value
of each being in the order named:. The food
for the large fish consists of the liver, lungs
and hearts of the animals mentioned:

The perjod of incubation of trout eggs de-
pends entirely on: water temperature.- In- a
temperature of 50 degrees the eggs will hatch
in about fiffly- days. . That is rather high tem-
perature for hatching, however, and for every
degree lower it takes nearly ten days longer.
In water at practically freezing temperature, it
requires nearly 200 days to hatch the cggs.

The time that the fry carry the féod sac
depends on water temperature. - Ordinarily the
water temperature is a little higher after the
eggs are hatched, and, of course, this means
that the fry are ready for fobd much earlier.
They take food immediately after the sac is en-
tirely absorbed. Vaplae e 1

The fry of all fish hatched from eggs,
whether marine or fresh water, are supplied
with a food sac when hatched. The size of the
sac varies materially and the perfod of ‘incuba-
tion of various fish also varies. That of the
salmonidae ranges like trout with: the temper-
ature ; the eggs of the shad-hatch in a very ‘ew
days at normal temperature;, and the sac is
usually absorbed in two or three days.

Fsihes ‘are distributed at various stages of
development, according to the ‘species, the
number in the hatcheries, and ‘the facilities for
rearing. The’ commercial fishes, hatched in
lots of many millions, are necessarily planted
as fry. Itis customary to distfibiite them just
before the umbilical sac 'is’ completely ~ ab-
sorbed; Atlantic salmon, landlocked salmon,
and various species of trout, in such’ numbers
as the hatchery facilities permit. . Some are
reared in fingerlings from one to six'inches in
length; the remainder ‘are distributed as 11Ye
The basses and sunfishes are distributed from
the fish-cultural stations and ponds from some
three weeks after they are hatched, until they
are several months of age. When the last lots
are shipped the basses usually range from four
to six inches, and the sunfishes from two to
four inches in length. The numerous fishes
collected inoverflowed lands—basses, crappies,
sunfishes, catfishes, yellow perch.’and others—.
are two to six inches in length when taken and
distributed. Eggs are distributed only to state
hatcheries or ‘to applicants who have hatchery
facilities.—John W. Titcomb in Field and

- Stream.
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WOODPIGEON SHOOTING WITH DE-
CoYs

However unwelcome woodpigeons may be
to the farmers, sportsmen have nething but
praise to bestow on them, since they afford
capital shooting at practically no cost except
for the cartridges used.. Farmers on whose
land they feed are as a rule only too glad to
give permission to any responsible person to
shoot them free of charge, while those who
possess. woods in which they roost may have
splendid shooting as the birds come in of an
evening. The flight only lasts about firty-
five minutes as a rule, and it is more than
likely that the number of empty cartridge cases
will largely outnumber the birds killed.

The usual way of shooting them, however,
is when' they are feeding on the fields in the
daytime’; in ‘summer it is generally peas or laid
corn that attracts them, the former being their
favorite food. A good plan is to make a hut
with sticks and tree boughs in a hedge of the
field in which they feed. Before doing so, how-
ever, it is well to ascertain from which direction
they usually arrive. As a tule the first arrivals
will pitch in a tree or clump of ‘trees before
alighting to feed, the same trees being always
used, and are easily recognized by the drop-
pings tinderneath them. The hut should be
made in the centre of these trees, and there the
shooter must wait for the arrival of the pigeons.

There is much uncertainty about this sport ;
some days one may kill thirty. or forty birds,
another day, to all appearances equally favor-
able, not a shot will be fired. . If there is abund-
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The ~ Salmon-Trollers’ - vMonth — Spring
Salmon and Cohoes all over the Coast.
One of the best months for stream-fishing
* for Trout.

ance of food in the district large bags will be
the exception, for when driven from one field
the birds will alight in another, and afford only
indifferent sport. In winter, should there be
much' snow, the pigeons become very hard
pressed for food. All the clover layers and stub-
bles are covered too deeply for them to pick up
seed or grain. A field of turnips or cabbages
will then attract large flocks, and plenty of
shooting may be had; bags of over a hundred
birds in a day have been obtained by one gun.

In winter, when the hedges are bare
of leaves, erecting a hut 15 a more difficult mat-
ter. “The best plan is to get some brambles
and intertwine them with sticks, covering the
whole with grass. . The brambles hold the grass
in place, whereas it would slip off other sticks.
The hut should not be made too small; ample
room should be left in which to turn freely in
for a- right and left at crossing birds. Care
should be taken not to make the hut too far
from the nearest tree. It is’ extraordinary
what a quantity of shot a pigeon will.take be-
fore succumbing, especially ohe sitting in the
tree, where branches may impede most of the
shot.” Twenty yards is ample distance. Many
times have I made a hut at which I thought a
fair distance from the trees. ‘My first few shots
had no'effect, except kaocking out a few feath-
ers, until I remade the hut several yards nearer.

For this kind of shooting decoys are very
important.  There are several different sorts.
Some people keep a live bird for the purpose.
Although certainly effective, I do not think
they are worth the trouble they entail, being in-
convenient to carry to and from the field if it is
at any distance from home. Moreover, one
must be extremely careful that a stray shot or
ricochet does not kill or injure them. The best
decoy in my opinion is a stuffed pigeon. If a
good specimen is secured, and the taxidermist
understands his work, this kind will stand a fair
amount of hard usage, although it must not be
left wet for any léngth of time, nor can it be
carried in one’s game pocket like a wooden de-
coy. It should be set up on a T-shaped frame,
the cross piece being made ofl wood,_on wh}ch
the bird is perched,.and fixed on an iron spike
to stick into the ground. Pegeons have some-
times settled on the ground by my stuffed d‘e-
coy, and have started bowing and cooing to it,
in the belief that it was alive. Specimens to be
set up should not be killed in the breeding sea-
son, for the feathers, always extremely loose,
come out easier at that season than.at any

“other.

The most common decoy is the wooden
one, shaped and painted to resemble the live
bird, made with a wooden or iron spike to
stick in the ground. These are much more
handy to carry about, there being no. fear
of spoiling them. Nevertheless, though gen-
erally effective, thev are not so good as the
stuffed decoys; the pigeons seem to tell the
difference very quickly. Another good-decoy
is a dead pigeon put out with its head in a
fork-shaped piece of wood, and made to look
as natural as possible. One thing to remember
is always to place the decoy’s head to wind,
which then does not ruffle the feathers. This
is a very important point. Another point is to
remove any litter of feathers that may have
fallen from birds killed:-near the decoys, other-
wise any newcomers will see them and be
warned off. For this reasom it sometimes be-
comes necessary to move to another place. I
generally begin with two decoys, which I bring
with me; one I piace in a line with the hut, on
the side of the hedge from which the birds
come, the other in the field in which they feed.
Seeing the first decoy as they arrive, it brings
them over the second, which. otherwise they
might' riot see, and near which they will pitch
if not frightened, The first three or four killed
are put out in prominent places on the feeding
field, round the other decoy, with their heads
propped up by sticks. No more need be put |
out with the first decoy, as one does not want |
them to pitch. there, at one's back, the decay |
there being’ only intended to bring .them ower
the other decoys. These should not be placed
too far away ; twenty yards is ample, for many |
pigeons will pitch on the far side of the dum- '
mies. : ‘
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