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TIME FOR THE CURTAIN.

he refers to, but I am willing to let the ing one in this session.
ings in the Legislative Assembly, he can

hardly fail to come to the conclusion
that it is his imperative duty to end at
once the miserable existence of the min-
istry that in ‘an evil hour for the prov-
ince he permitted Mr. Semlin to organ-
ize.

Another defection from the attenuated
ranks of the ministerial supporters was
recorded, when Mr. Prentice in scathing
terms denounced the most important
measure of the session, and perhaps in
the hope that on this as on former occa-
sions the government would repent and
withdraw, moved an adjournment of the
debate for ten days. They chose to re-
tusé his request. Apparently the for-
bearance of Mr. Prentice had reached
the limit, and he insisted on the division
which seals the fate of the government.

The coup de grace was not imme-
diately administered, for in the absence
from the city of Mr. James Dunsmuir
the house divided evenly—18 to 18; and
fortified once more by the casting vote
of the Speaker. the ministers had the
indeceney to proceed to force through
the legislature a measure which the vote
just taken showed to be doomed to de-

preciate at their full value.

The importance of the proposed railway
to the north end of Vancouver Island is
greatly augmented by the prospective con-
struction of this line. When the two are
in operation the water journey to the
Yukon will be reduced to a minimum, and
as almost the whole distance is land-
locked, it will be possible to send goods
from Victoria to the Yukon waters with-
out change of cars. As connection will
in that event be made by railway ferry
with %he C.P.R. at Vancouver, freight
from all parts of Canada and the United
States can be forwarded in the same way.
Given such a connection and a railway
ferry to connect with the United States
railways to the south will follow as a
matter of course.

The interests of Victoria are bound up
in this line to the North and anything
which will tend to delay its realization
will be greatly to be regretted. We do
not know that any one proposes to ask
the provincial government and ‘legislature
to do anything to promote the line to the
north of the Island or the all-Canadian
line to the Yukon, but everyone will ex-
pect them to keep their hands off from
doing aught to delay the consummation
of these projects. It is not Victoria alone
that is deeply concerned in the success of
these undertakings but Vancouver as
well, and all the farming communities
along the -Coaet. But speaking particu-
larly to the people of Victoria, we wish

damental defect, but the most serious
objection to it is the following para-
graph:

_“0That we believe a great deprecia-
tion in the yalue of property and business
interests will follow any repeal of the
eight-hour law, and that there is reason
to believe the peace of the community
and all commercial and property inter-
ests and credits would suffer by a repeal
of said law.”

‘We submit that this is language which
ought not to be addressed to the house.
It is a direct attempt at intimidation.
The house is warned against repealing
a certain law, and told that the peace of
the community and property interests
will suffer. In other words the mob will
rise in Kootenay as it rose in the Coer
d’Alene, and as one of the miners’ unions
declared in its infamous manifesto, it
ought to rise in this province. Things
have come to a pretty pass certainly
swhen men dare address such language to
the legislature, and when a Speaker al*
lows a petition employing such language
to be read in the house. Not only has it
been read, but it has been printed by the
Queen’s Printer and widely circulated.

We submit that some member of the
house ought to move that this petition
shall be taken from the files. It is cer-
tainly not desirable to establish a pre-
cedent that the legislature can be threat-
ened with the open disregard of any laws
it may pass.

PR | S———

It would probably not be found difficult
to devise a plan whereby the investmient
of capital in the development of rail-
ways could be brought about without
placing any serious obligation upon- the
taxpayers. The subject must be ap-
proached in a businesslike way, for it is,
after all, a simple business proposition.
‘We do not wish to be understood as de-
claring wholly against any future offer
of land subsidies, for in this point we
wish to remain perfectly free to discuss
any proposition that may be made.
However it may be brought about
there is nothing more certain than that
if British Columbia is to increase in po-
pulation and develope wealth, something
must be done to inaugurate an era of ac-
tive railway construction. Vancouver
Island needs a railway; a road from the
Coast cities to the Boundary district is
of great importance; Cariboo and Omi-
neca call for the iron road to make their
great resources available. An all-Can-
adian route to the Yukon is among the
necessities of the hour. How best can
these lines be secured? If any one can
suggest a way that will not involve pro-
vincial aid, we ‘shall. cheerfully give it
all the support in our power; but until
this has been done we shall continue of
the opinion that'‘a judicious railway sub-
sidy plan must be a part of the policy

of any successful provincial administra-
tion.

of the Speech.

Premier Admlts- Loss of the
House But Would Try
the Country.

Broken Promise on Eight Hour
Law and Suppression of a
Minister’s Letter.

Redistribution was the text of yester-
day’s debate in the legislature, continning
almost without interruption through the
entire afternoon, with frequent sharp pas-
sages, in which Mr. Martin—the mover
of the censure motion based upon the
failure of the government to bring down
a general redistribution bill—took his full
share. The government by an amend-
ment presented by the Premier, conced-
ed the demand for redistribution, with a
promise to introduce such a measure at
an early date. The debate was still in
progress when six o’clock came, Mr, Mar-
tin having the floor on the amendment.
The overworked press gallery joined with
a considerable portion of the house in
asking for no night session—but the gov-
ernment eaid that the debate must pro-
ceed. 'The result was that in the even-

in question on this point. This is & fun-| much consideration ought to be siven: Pressure Another Promise had censured the government for not in-| matter stand for a day.
The order was passed over.
REDISTRIBUTION.

MR. KELLIE then resumed the ad-
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h - ¢ _ | redistribution motion of want of con-
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5th : i Prad some figures to show that the move to
5th of June und signed by the Minister bring in a redistribution bill was a move
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privately and asked it to introduce a
measure.

Mr. Martin—I aske.d it publicly in this
the attention of the Executive to these house half a dozen times.
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troducing some legislation on the subject,
calculated to terminate the exisiting
dead-lock in the Slocan. A few days lat-
ter he had moved for a return of all cor-
respondence in this matter necessary for

turns had finally reached the house in

portant documents in the entire series—
the most important of all perhaps, inas-

by the government during the present

written copy of this letter, addressed to

of Mines. It reads:

ment had in the first place in assenting
to the eight-hour law, and secondly, af-
ter the action of that law had been held
in abeyance for a time, ultimately to de-
cide upon its enforcement. I have called

questions, and they have decided that

fidence.

It Mr. Martin had

“But,” went on the Premier.
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Columbia it was easily possible

THE WAR.
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