
may at

£ represent took strong ground 
opposition against the present t
distribution o£ seat». As to 
circumstances were certainly di 
the house, but he was not ave 
they were in the country. la i 
right in the premise they shoul, 
well have been censured tor n 

in this session.ing
"But," went on 

prepared to bring in such a m 
a very early day—(applause) a 
being the case I will beg to a 
motion of the hon. member tor 
ver as I have indicated.

MB. TURNER could tuny sj 
with the leader of the governme 
difficulty he had experienced m 
to this motion. He knew that i 
Semlin sat on the opposition sn 
house he had very frequently i 
that a redistribution measure e 
brought down, and it was spoke 
it were a very easy concern to 
a fair redistribution measure, 
he knew personally from the 
the government that he hai 
that it was a much more diffic 
to satisfy the country than he 
or stated it was at the time 
Semlin) war in opposition. T1 
perhaps a great deal 
redistribution matter than wt 
necessary. It was true that bl 
-last election owing to the urg 
sure of members of the oppoeit 
the house, it was forced on th 
in different parts of the country 
not the electors who forced redii 
on the house but just the revi 
tain members of the then opposi 
ed it on the country. As a r 
fact, though the country 
not fairly divided before, owin 
great changes which had taken 
the province during the previ 
years in connection with the dis 
of population,the conditions were 
from being as the tuen opposi 
stated them. But the argumen 
hon. gentlemen who were then 
sition—and some of them were 
terday—seemed to assume that i 
Columbia it was easily possible 
portion representation to the elei 
they should approximately repr 
same number of voters in the 
(Government cries of “no.”) H 
know that this was the case—h 
know that it was possible evei 
such a measure of repreeentatic 
been formerly agitated for by 
opposition—and which now that 
the government they themselve 
difficulties of. Nor did he com 
British Columbia had in the pi 
ed at all seriously—if at all—th 
alleged disparity in représentât 
der the old government every 
received fair and impartial t: 
and this was in reality what t 
wanted mainly—it did not so m 
ter to them whether they had oi 
representatives, or whether it 
member for Cariboo or from sc 
district who voted to give a roai 
other work for them. What mi 
eerned the people was that their 
should -be looked after. What tl 
ed first of all was good governn 
teetion for life and property—< 
al facilities—intelligent measure 
mote the prosperity and the de' 
of the country by every means i 
revenue of the country. _ Repr- 
upon the basis of population wi 
one great thing for the country 
ly as in a new country, wi 
stantly changing population th 
most difficult matter to 
for the resolution and amend 
could not agree with either, 
ernment, as everyone was w( 
was hanging by the finest pos 
and therefore was in no positic 
in a measure of redistribution 
likely to be satisfactory to th 
They could not do it. There 

no precedent in any legisls 
government virtually without i 
at all bringing in legislation 
the representation of the count 
thing would not only be unhei 
a disgrace. In every item of 
during the session the same e 
a discredited administration wi 
ed. There had indeed been no 
lation during the six weeks tha 
had been in session—the bills 
thus far been offered were fo 
portant purposes chiefly os tl 
of a “t” or the dotting of at 
in the case of the Coal Mines 
Bill. No important legislation 
by the government, and all for 
that they were afraid of defe 
thing of moment, so evenly bal 
the parties. Naturally such 
was not in the interest of tl 
and should be terminated as 
possible. But of all measures 
bution measure was the last 
be so much as suggested by a i 
so situated.

MR. MUNRO pointed out 
leader of the opposition had ui 
voiced a great truth. He hs 
the agitation for redistribute 
menced not with the people t 
members of the then oppositi 
by them been forced upon th 
tion of the people. Even so. 
tered it where the agitation 
as it was evident the people 1 
the movement. Mr. Turner 
made no difference how the I 
divided, so long as the vari 
got each their share of att 
contended that it made no 
the people * whether the goi 
presented the minority or t 
Just such a state of affairs 
had made it possible for the ‘ 
to hang to power, while th 
represented -but an insignific 
This having been the expel 
late government, it was natu 
should support such unfair 

MR. McPHILLIPS annot 
for one could not and would 
a fajr and jnst measure of : 
from this government after 
tion of unfairness that had 
in the matter of the cancel 
voters’ lists of Victoria City 
ment having destroyed the 
toria City but left intact tl 
city of Vancouver, where tl 
selves supported. Conduct 
could justify no other coi 
that a government was at 
could not bring down a 
equitable measure. The V 
question had been cancelled 
time allowance in which 1 
registration of names; this ' 
taken in hand by tnembers 
tion in Victoria City, and a: 
as possible had been secure 
g-ard at all to the political 
voters registered. It was i 
government of the day to 
was influenced -by feelings 
ism. The house had sc 
brought before it by the go 
were not in the public intei
interest of individuals ----

Hon. Mr. Henderson, ris 
of order, asked Mr. Speak 
gentleman was entitled to 
statement as that?

“Why not," inquired Mr. 
not when it’s true?”

Horn, Mr. Henderson—“I 
Mr. McPhillips contendc 

He was glad to see that'l 
•the government on the raw 
tained that he was entitle 

^government by past even

one the Premier.

<•

more ma

■

S

accom

was
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report of the Chief Commissioner of tleman cun see that I was only making 
Lands and Works. a reasonable request in asking that such

a matter as this should be brought on at 
the earliest possible moment. But if 
the hon. gentleman says he is not prepar­
ed to go on, I do not wish to put him 
to any inconvenience, and I will ask that 
if he is ready to go on to-morrow he will 
proceed then, and not give the two days' 
notice. I am pot aware that the gov­
ernment made any such arrangement as 
he refers to, but I am willing to let the 
matter stand for a day.

The order was passed over.
REDISTRIBUTION.

MR. KELLIE then resumed the ad­
journed debate on Mr. Joseph Martin's 
redistribution motion 
fidence. He said: “Yesterday the hon. 
mover insinuated that I had been ‘put 
up’ to adjourn the debate—

Mr. Martin—I said I accepted Mr. 
Kellie’s statement yesterday, and there 
is therefore no necessity to bring that 
matter up again.

Mr. Kellie remarked that if the house 
would look at the report of the matter 
in the Colonist, it would be seen that 
the hon. gentleman had accepted in one 
way and did not in another. He did 
not know what great effort it took to 
move the adjournment of a debate. It 
was not the first time in that house that 
he had done so, and he had made the 
motion chiefly because he wanted to get 
some figures to show that the move to 
bring In a redistribution bill was a move 
in the right direction. But he confessed 

VICTORIA, B.C., June 5, 1899. that Mr. Martin was trying to make po- 
. , , , , .. litical capital for an election which he

-Sir,—I beg to acknowledge your letter i \fr. Martin) expected to come on in a 
of the 26th ultimo, stating that the coum Tery ghort time If Mr Martin had 
cil of the Nelson Board of Trade would been anxious to get a redistribution bill 
esteem it a favor if the government would brought on and was actuated only by a 
inform them as to the reason the govern- fosire for the good of the country, he 
ment had in the first place in assenting xrould have approached the government 
to the eight-hour law, and secondly, at- privatelv and asked it to introduce a 
ter the action of that law had been held 
in abeyance for a time, ultimately to de­
cide upon its enforcement. I have called 
the attention of the Executive to these 
questions, and they have decided that 
there is no object to be gained by re­
opening this matter for the present as 
it will be gone into thoroughly at the 
next session of the legislative assembly, 
when more definite views as to the work­
ing of the act can be ascertained. I am,

(From Thursday’s Daily Edition).railway will traverse being able to turn-1 nesburg for all that appears in the peti- the alleged friends of the People delight 
UL traffic for a road. We regret that It I tion. The persons signing it describe to dilate more than upon this. There are ......
has remained for a British Columbian, themselves in the following words; “The objections to land subsidies, and for our Will ttlXCiTipi 
and a British Columbian premier at that, | petition of the undersigned business and j part we prefer cash bonuses, because
to be the first to discourage the opening fessional men." We submit that the they are definite in value and because RpHKfrihlltiO(l
of this valuable district; but there is house ought to know something more they can be surrounded with conditions IVVUIOII ivuiivu

satisfaction in knowing that Mr. than this about the persons whose peti- which will reduce the burden upon the
Semlin will shortly be relieved from the tion it received. It ought to know where country. Possibly a judicious guarantee
necessity of expressing views on sub- they claim to reside, among other things, arrangement would be better than either Government Abandon Under 
jecis which be does not appear to ap- but there is not a word in the petition cash or land. This is a matter to which
predate at their full value. in question on this point. This is a fun- much consideration ought to be given.

The importance of the proposed railway I damental defect, but the most serious It would probably not be found difficult
to the north end of Vancouver Island is I objection to it is the following para- to devise a plan whereby the investnient
greatly augmented by the prospective con- graph: of capital in the development °* raU‘ D , , „ _* si.p
struction of this line. When the two are “5 That we believe a great deprecia- ways could he brought about without Premier Ram IIS LOSS OI 
in operation the water journey to the tion in the value of property and business placing any serious obligation upon the House But Would Try
Yukon will be reduced to a minimum, and è^ghtihOTMaw, anTthaYthere is reason taxpayers. The subject must be ap- 
aa almost the whole distance is land- to believe the peace of the community proached in a businesslike way, for it is, 
locked, it will be possible to send goods and all commercial and property inter- after all, a simple business proposition.

ests and credits would suffer by a repeal do not wigh to be understood as de- 
of said law. daring wholly against any future offer

We submit that this is language winch o£ land subsidies for ^ this point we 
ought not to be addressed to the house. wigb tQ remain perfectly free to discuss 
It is a direct attempt at intimidation. any proposition that may be made.
The honse is warned against repealing Howeyer u may be broaght about 
a certain law, and told that the peace of there jg nothing more ^Ttain than that 
the community and property interests BriHgh Columbia $g to increase in po- 
wiU suffer. In other words the mob will pulation and deTelope wealth, something
rise in Kootenay as it rose in the Loer mugt be done t(> inaugprate an era of ac-1 entire afternoon, with frequent sharp pas-
d'Alene, and as one of the miners unions ^ conetruction. Vancoaver
declared in its infamous manifesto, it Ig]and needg a railway; a road from the

[ought to rise in this province. Coast cities to the Boundary district is
have come to a pretty pass certainly |f great importance. Cariboo and Omi- 
When men dare address such language to ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ tQ make their

| the legislature, and when a Paa er great resources available. An all-Can- 
lows a petition employing such language | adijm routg ^ ^ yukon -g among the 
to be read in the house. Not only has it. necegaities o( the hour. How begt can
been read, but it has been prin J these lines be secured? If any one can 
Queen’s Printer and widely circulated. guggegt g way ^ wiu not inyolve pr0_ progress

We submit that some member of me 1 indal aM we ghall cheerfully give it tin having the floor on the amendment,
of these projects. It is not Victoria alonel house ou«ht to moTe. • YYI “11 the support in onr power; bqf until The overworked press gallery joined with
that is deeply concerned in the success of shall be taken from the es. is this has been done we shall continue of a considerable portion of the house in
these undertakings but Vancouver as|tainly not desirable to es a tbreat_l the opinion that'a jiniicioug railway snb- asking for no night session—but the gov-
well, and all the farming communities cedant that t e a'“’®®a“ lawg
along the Coast. But speaking particu- ened wlth the open dl8reSard of any law I 0f any successful provincial administra- ceed.
larly to the people of Victoria, we wish lt may pas^______ „_______ tion. ing the prose galleries were deserted, and
to say that the future of their city de- ' ------------°----------- delivering speeches for only the house to
pends more upon the development of this REDISTRIBUTION. CHINA’S RESOLUTION. hear was something the members had
Island and the Northern country than Mr. Turner was wholly right in say- It i6 allegeJ ^ China, or rather the not anticipated, Mr.Martinmoved for 
anything else, and their efforts ought to I |ng that it is impossible for a ministry, Dowager Empress of China, has resolved goVernment granted the motion—with a 
be concentrated in this direction for the 1 situated as that of Mr. Semlin’s is, to that the end has come to the territorial stipulation that it should not be consid-

bring down a fair measure of redistribu- concession3 granted to European powers, ered a precedent—whereupon purely rou- 
tion. Redistribution is a matter of eu- and that hereafter if any Occidental na- ^ewor™ takenup £rthe=**

___ preme importance, and no government I tb)n gets any oriental real estate it will future of yesterday was presented by
Gen French’s movement outlined ia our whose control of the house is gone only be after fighting for it. This re- Mr. Higgins—in effect a charge that the 

despatches is an interesting one. Yester- should attempt anything of the kind, or,] solTe, if it has been reached, and all g"“WiU!ntha4
day afternoon it was stated that he had if it attempts it, should be permitted to stOTies touching the foreign policy of ^ . the bouse in connection with the 
seized a crossing of the Riet river and carry out its plans. The temptation to milst t>e taken with allowance, has working of the eight-hour law, the most
this morning’s news announces that he gerrymander would be too great to re-1 come n0ne too soon and there will natur- important communication in the series, 
has advanced twenty-five miles further to List. Moreover, any single member of aIly be a great deal ot interest to learn “aïïv’tÆJd“ttot the house would 

tion of Mr. Prentice indicated by the the Modder river, where he has occupied the house could take the government by wbat baa jnspired it. Two explanations th-g ge^ion be asked to consider amend-
severai crossings besides capturing sever- the throat and compel it to alter his con- w;d suggest themselves. One is that the ments to the law. He has a vote of cen- 
al of the enemy’s laagers. These laagers stituency or leave it alone, just as it gne band o£ Russia is getting in its work sure on the^paper in connection herewith, 
are apparently along Cronge’s line of suited his individual-frishes, a condition Lnd the other is that Japan has made ^nted'asfoltows:
communication with the railway at of things that would be little else than ber influence felt. A third explanation is By’ Green—From eighty residents 

being because the Lieutenant-Governor Bloemfontein, although the vagueness of a scandal. Redistribution is lasting in poS3jbie> namely, that the determination of Kaslo, asking for legislation to assure
the maps make it impossible to form a its effects, it should therefore only be t0 resist foreign aggression h%s come the better otoervanoe of ydQowen
very accurate idea. The Riet and the undertaken by a government which by from within the empire itself, and this a carpenter. fomierly employed at the 
Modder rivers unite a little west of the some show of plausibility could be ig not at an improbable, for China con- g0Ternmcut buildings.

Methuen's main | claimed to posesss the confidence of the | tain8 many men of great ability who can- WESTERN TELEPHONE CO.

vHbe Colonist WITH-HELD LETTER.
Rising to a question of privilege 
Mr. Higgins brought to the attention of 

the house a matter which he regarded as 
highly important. Early in the session 
he had taken exception to the entire ab- 

the Speech from the Throne of 
any reference to ihe results attendant up­
on the operation of the eight-hour law,and 
had censured the government for not in­
troducing some legislation on the subject, 
calculated to terminate the exisiting 
dead-lock in the Slocan. A few days lat­
ter he had moved for a return of all cor­
respondence in this matter necessary for 
the intelligent consideration of the eight- 
hour measure and its results. These re­
turns had finally reached the house in 
printed form, and he had since spent some 
time in poring over them in order to gain 

,a clear idea of the situation. It had 
since he had been thus engaged, come to 
his knowledge that one of the most im­
portant documents in the entire series— 
the most important of all perhaps, inas­
much as it contained a promise that the 
matter would be brought before the house 
by the government during the present 
session—had been omitted from the re­
turn. The absent document was a letter 
from the Minister of Mines, and he had 
been given what purported to be a type­
written copy of this letter, addressed to 
Mr. J. J. Campbell of Nelson on the 

in which Mr. Martin—the mover 5th of June and signed by the Minister
ot Mines. It reads:

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1900.

TIME FOR THE CURTAIN. some sence in

When the Lieutenant-Governor peruses 
to-day the record of yesterday’s proceed­
ings in the Legislative Assembly, he can 
hardly fail to come to the conclusion 
that it is his imperative dnty to end at 

the miserable existence of the min-

Pressure Another Promise 
of the Speech.

of want of ren­once
istry that in an evil hour for the prov­
ince he permitted Mr. Semlin to organ- the Country. ,
tie.

Another defection from the attenuated from Victoria to the Yukon waters with­
out change of cars. As connection will 
in that event be made by railway ferry 
with *the C.P.B. at Vancouver, freight 
from all parts of Canada and the United 
States can be forwarded in the same way. 
Given such a connection and a railway 
ferry to connect with the United States 
railways to the south will follow as a

Broken Promise on Eight Hour 
Law and Suppression of a 

Minister’s Letter.
ranks of the ministerial supporters waa 
recorded, when Mr. Prentice in scathing 
terms denounced the most important 
measure of the session, and perhaps in 
the hope that on this aa on former occa­
sions the government would repent and 
withdraw, moved an adjournment of the 
debate for ten days. They chose to re­
fuse his request. Apparently the for­
bearance of Mr. Prentice had reached 
the limit, and he insisted on the division 
which seals the fate of the government.

The coup de grace was not imme-

Redistribution was the text of yester­
day’s debate in the legislature, continuing 
almost without interruption through the

matter of course.
The interests of Victoria are bound up 

in this line to the North and anything 
which will tend to delay its realization 
will be greatly to be regretted. We do 
not know that any one proposes to ask 
the provincial government and legislature 
to do anything to promote the line to the 

diately administered, for in the absence north of the Island or the all-Canadian 
Mr. James Dunsmuir line to the Yukon, but everyone will ex­

pect them to keep their hands off from 
doing aught to delay the consummation

sages,
of the censure motion based upon the 
failure of the government to bring down 
a general redistribution bill—took his full 
share. The government by an amend­
ment presented by the Premier, conced­
ed the demand for redistribution, with a 
promise to introduce such a measure at 
an early date. The debate was still in 

when six o’clock came, Mr. Mar-from the city of 
the house divided evenly—18 to 18; and

measure.
Mr. Martin—I asked it publicly in this 

honse half a dozen times.fortified once more by the casting vote 
of the Speaker, the ministers had the 
indecency to proceed to force through 
the legislature a measure which the vote 
just taken showed to be doomed to de­
feat in the complete house. It remains 
therefore for the Lieutenant-Governor 
to interpose, and in view ot the course 
of reaaonjng hitherto followed by His 
Honor, there is no reason to doubt that 
his decision will be arrived at quickly.

That Mr. Helmcken eventually voted 
for the second reading of the bill does 
not help the government. He remains, 
as the ministers well know, one ot the

Mr. Kellie—Well, all right. In regard 
this redistribution, when the matter 

was brought forward in the house two 
years ago, he had pointed ont to the 
government that a district from which 
one-third of the ordinary revenue came 
and which had 30 per cent, of the popu­
lation, had only one member. In their 
generosity, said Mr. Kellie, the late gov­
ernment gave us half a member for Koo­
tenay to the two we had already. 
(Laughter.)

Mr. Eberts (pointing to Mr. Green— 
Excuse me, is that the half memberd 
there? (Lond laughter.)

Mr. Kellie was proceeding without no­
ticing the interruption when 

Mr. Green rose and said: “Mr. Speak­
er, I rise to a question of privilege. (Loud 
laughter.) I must insist on the hon. 
member for Revelstoke taking that 
back. He must certainly put it in an­
other way. I won’t submit to being call­
ed a half member.” (Renewed merri- 
ment.) _ ,

Mr. Kellie—Well, Mr. Speaker, I bad 
not reached that hon. member really yet, 
but I will take it back. (Laughter.) I 
am willing to admit that he is a whole 
member. What he wanted to point out 
was that the government ent np part of 

of the Yale divisions and a part of

sidy plan must be a part of the policy ernment said that the debate must pro-
The result was that in the even-

sir.
Your obedient servant,
(Sd.) J. FRED. HUME,

Minister of Mines.
J. E. Campbell, Esq.,

Sec’y Nelson District Mining Ass’n, 
Nelson, B.C.

This letter, the house would notice, 
did not appear in the return that had 
been printed and presented for the house, 
and it was with the object of ascertain­
ing why this letter—undoubtedly the 
most important in the whole collection 
contained in the return—had not been 
brought down, that he directed the at­
tention of the house to the grave omis­
sion. There could be but one interpre­
tation placed upon this withheld letter, 
it promised legislative action on the sub­
ject difring the present session—

Hon. Mr. Henderson—No, no.
There could be no other construction, 

said Mr. Higgins. ......
“Again I say, no, no,” retorted Mr. 

Henderson.
In any event the omission was a grave 

one, the junior member for Esquimalt 
concluded, and he hoped to hear from 
the government in explanation.

None of the members of the govern- 
In a report from the private bills com- ment rose to explain, and later in the 

mittee, it was recommended that the peti- day Mr. Higgins gave notice of the fol- 
tion for incorporation ot the Western lowing resolution:
Telephone & Telegraph Company be not ‘Whereas, on the 8th day of January 
granted, in consequence of the rules as to ]ast, the following resolution 
advertising not having been complied mously passed by the honse: ‘That a re- 
with. spectful address be presented to his Hon-

On motion that the report be received or the Lientenant-Governor,' asking His 
it was proposed in amendment by Mr. J. Honor to cause to be laid before this 
M. Martin that the petition be received house, copies of . all correspondence be- 
upon payment of double fees—the mem- twéehi the government of British Colum- 
iber for Rowland claiming that the tech- bia, or any member thereof, and the gov- 
nicality presenting itself should not be ernment of the Dominion of Canada, or 
allowed to outweigh the public interests any member thereof: also, all correspon- 
to be secured by the passage of the bill dence between the government of British 
and the carrying out of the ptoposed Columbia and any person or persons. 
works. miners or mine-owners unions, relating

Col. Baker hoped to have some ex- to the enforcement of the provisions of 
planation from the private bills commit- section 4 of an act intituled Inspection 
tee, which body must have had good rea- of Metalliferous Mines Amendment Act, 
son for the rejection of this bill. 1899;*

Mr. Green explained that the commit- “And whereas on or about the 1st day 
tee had found that the standing rules had of February a return which purported 
not been complied with, and after ma- to be a full and complete return of said 
ture consideration could recommend no correspondence was laid before the 
other course than that proposed by the house;
report. “And whereas there were omitted from

From this explanation, Mr. Turner the said return a letter which had an 
drew the deductions that the rejection of important bearing on the controversy 
this bill was no way based upon its with regard to the enforcement of the 
lack of merit. The house had frequently section 4 of an act intituled “Inspection 
suspended the general rules to assist the ot Metalliferous Mines Amendment Act, 
accomplishment of projects that were 1899, said letter being addressed to the 
clearly in the public interest. secretary of the Nelson District Mining

Mr. A. W. Smith traced the history ot Association—the letter being here set 
the petition in its progress through the forth— '
private bills committee, showing that the “Therefore, be it resolved that the sup- 
neglect and delay in advertising was al- pression of the letter above quoted is a 
most unparalleled in this instance, and deliberate violation of the prerogatives 
pointing out the danger of allowing all of this honse, and an attempt to evade 
rules of the house to be set at naught, a promise to consider the eight-hour law 
There had never been a petition present- at the present session; and that this 
ed to the British Columbia legislature— house hereby censure and condemns the 
so far as he was aware—that was so government for their failure to refer in 
much out of order as this. the spech from the throne to the exlst-

Mr. McPhillips favored the suspension ing condition of affairs in Kootenay, and 
of the rules as in the public interest. Mr. for their failure to introduce legislation 
Booth also supported the reception of the to rectify the evils under which both 
petition, as did Mr. Joseph Martin. Mr. miners and mine owners labor.”
Pooley had not yet seen the petition and 
therefore knew nothing of the merits ot 
the proposition; he endorsed the main­
tenance of the rules and committee, or at 
least such delay as would permit the 
honse to consider the question. Mr. Mc­
Bride favored the admission of the peti­
tion and its consideration by the honse.

As objection had been raised, Mr.
Speaker announced that the rules could 
not be suspended, further debate arising 
upon this verbal ruling participated in 
by Messrs. Booth, McPhillips, Higgins 
and Henderson.

The motion of Mr. J. M. Martin was 
finally ruled out of order, having been ob­
jected to.

“May we know who objects," asked 
Mr. McPhillips.

“I do," said Mr. Pooley, who announc­
ed as his reason that he was not in fa­
vor of passing upon any measure that 
he had had not opportunity to inspect.

Mr. Martin promised to renew his mo­
tion on the requisite two days’ notice, and 
the debate was accordingly adjourned by 
the Attorney-General for three days.

present at least.
-o-

THE WAR.

straight opposition party, and his chance 
vote in no way offsets the absolute defec-

plain, vigorous words in which he char­
acterized the government’s course.

The Semlin government came into
one
his old district and made it into a con­
stituency, but had refused to give any 
increase. The then opposition had made 
a hard fight and at last the government 
had given them this additional member 
for the Slocan (Mr. Green). He said 
that he for one had always been in fa­
vor of a fair redistribution bill, and was 
in favor of it now, and he favored the 
government moving in that direction and 
bringing in a bill. We conld have an 
election and fight the thing ont on its 
merits and let the best men win.

Mr. Martin—Hear, hear. That is the 
thing.

Mr, Kdlie-rl do not want any favors, 
of any man. any governriiênt, or any 
persons, but what we should have is an­
other redistribution bill brought down 
on a fair basis, taking into considera­
tion all the circumstances.

considered-that nineteen supporters was 
not sufficient to enable Mr. Turner to 
carry on. Nineteen is now Mr. Semlin’s 
total.

Defeated in thp legislature on the 
opening day of this session, the ministers 
said to His Honor (for of course they 
must liave laid the facts of the situation 
before'’him): “It was not a full house; 
our men were away, while all the oppo- 

In the full house we

Free State boundary.
force is near the junction of the two country. We feel so strongly about this no(. bave altogether deaf and blind to 
rivers and so also is Cronge’s. French’s that we would regard it to be the duty I what has been going on in the world, 
movement flanks Cronge on the left and of the Lieutenant-Governor to refuse his I one 0f tbe lessons which the war in 
we have already been told of a move- assent to such a measure unless it were South Africa is teaching is that weak na- 
ment to flank the Boer general on the I carried by a substantial majority. tions acting on the defensive can eser-
right. These tacticee are calculated to ------------o------------ cise indefinite powers of resistance. China
render ot comparatively little value the RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT. can afford to defy almost any European
elaborate defences constructed along the ----- . I power, especially it she can count upon
line of railway, where the battle of Ma- The development of British Columbia the navaj and'military support of Japan, 
geisfonteln was fought. General Roberts’ by means of railway construction is a jgxcept againgt Great Britain and pos- 
plan appears to be to give the enemy bat- matter which cannot be long left in sjb[y lbe united States Japan conld more

abeyance. There is a radical distinction tban bojd ber own jn y,e China sea, and 
between the policy of the present admini- a comparatively small land force, well 
stration and that of its predecessors in 1 would make the invasion of China
this particular. If Mr. Semlin and bis I f rom (-be coast practically impossible. It 
colleagues consider railway construction .g probable that the people at the

Before passing into law ànd undeftak-1 as something which the province ought bead 0f agajrs at Pekin understand very 
ing to enforce an enactment of such a to assist, they have as yet done nothing fully tbat tbey can connt upon Japanese 
drastic and far-reaching character as the to demonstrate it, bnt on the contrary asg;stance against foreign aggression, and 
Coal Mines Regulation Act the members have adopted a policy of repudiation in baTe therefore "felt encouraged to take a 
ot the honse should carefully consider respect to the agreements entered into in 11>ositive stand against the surrender of 
what will be the effect ot its application good faith and on the strength of legis- any more territory. It is also possible 
to existing conditions. For the moment lative aid. Another radical différence tbe Dowa£er Empresse may feel en- 
we do not concern ourselves about the is to be found in the fact that whereas it I couraged to the new step by the entrance 
ethics of the discrimination as it may at- Was the object of the Turner ministry to a{ thg united States into the field of 
feet foreigners, but at the present time seeure the co-operation ot the federal I Oriental politics. The Washington gov- 
we are only directing attention to the and provincial governments in the Pr0" ernment evidently does not aim at terri- 
wrong that will be inflicted upon a small motion of railway construction, Mr. Sem- tor;ai aggrandizment on the Asiatic con- 
but most deserving class of our own peo- un and his colleagues have shown a dis- tinent| but it stands committed to oppose 
pie. We are aware that the principal oh- position to treat any charter privileges anytbjng tbat may tend to impair perfect 
ject in view is to prohibit the employment or assistance that may be received from freedom 0f trade in that quarter ot the 
underground ot Chinese and Japanese, Ottawa by a company incorporated by g]obe- With Great Britain and the 
the former act having been declared un- the provincial house as equivalent to a| United States committed so strongly to 
constitutional by the privy council. The forfeiture ot all rights conferred by onr tbe open.door policy in the East and 
clause as at present framed goes much legislature. Mr. McPhillips has taken japan jealoius of European aggression, 
further than the old law, and includes in tbe ]ead jn opposing this extremely sec- tbe position of China is stronger than it 
the proposed exclusion “any person who tional view, which we hope will not long | bag for jnany years, 
is unable to read the special rules for prevail. By what process of reasoning
said mine as printed in English. We any0ne can hope to justify it as yet re-| Mr. Prentice controlled the government 
cannot too strongly- urge upon tbe gov- main8, at least so far as we have been lagt wee[i Mr. Helmcken controls it this 
ernment and the members of the house] abie f0 observe, a profound mystery. No| week. Next week the probability is that

the government will receive its coup de 
It is certainly time that it fell.

was unam-

sition were there, 
have the majority.”

Now the tables are turned.
Semlin deals honestly by the Lieutenant- 
Governor fie must say to him: 
government has suffered defeat, 
the Speaker keeps us in countenance for 
the time beings but we no longer have

If Mr. tie from the right and to cut off his re­
treat by means of French’s force. HON. MR. SEMLIN pointed out that 

this was not the first time by any means 
that this matter bad been discussed in 
this or previous houses. It had come up 
repeatedly and had been well discussed. 
The members now sitting on the govern­
ment side had. when in opposition, taken 
the ground that the redistribution of 
seats now in force had not been based 
upen a fair and equitable bam, and did 
not succeed in giving a fair representa­
tion to all parts of the country. The 
Premier went on to refer to the idea 
which once prevailed that the Island and 
Mainland should be treated separately in 
regard to this matter. He conceded that 
earlier government had had difficulties 
to meet in dealing with this matter. The 
present condition of the province was 
very different to what it was in the early 
days, and each government had in the 
arrangement of representation a difficult 
matter to deal with. They were, no 
doubt, quite willing to give the province 
a fair system of redistribution, but 
those governments always had to- consid­
er the needs of those who felt that they 
would be disturbed- it a fair system of 
redistribution was passed in the house. 
That had always been a difficulty and 
possibly would be so in succeeding meas­
ures of this kind.

The Premier gave reasons for his be­
lief that the last bill introduced by the 
late government was not a fair one, and 
went on to note that Mr. Martin in his 
resolution had made an imperative de­
mand on the honse—a demand that he 
considered unfair when he (Mr. Martin) 
insisted that a redistribution measure 
should be brought down before any other 
business was conducted. That was a 
demand which meant that no matter bow 
pressing other matters might be, the 
house must suspend those matters and 
keep them in suspense until a redistribu­
tion bill was brought down and probably 
consummated. That, he thought, would 
be putting the house to a great dieadvant-

_____ ___ . age. Members on the government side
DEFERRED FOR A DAY. bad aiways contended for a fair system

On the clerk the order for Mr. Joseph of redistribution. Bnt such a measure, 
Martin's motion respecting the career of aa hon. gentlemen opposite knew, reqnir- 
the Finance Minister, Mr. Martin said, ed time and careful consideration. He 
“I ask that that may stand.” therefore moved in amendment to strike

Hon. Mr. Cotton strongly objected. ont aH words after the first “whereas" 
“No, Mr. Speaker,” he said. “T think and insert: 

this a matter that the honorable gen- The party which supports the present 
tleman should go on with. In justice to government has for many years insisted 
me it should not be allowed to stand. I upon a more representative system of 
am helpless in that matter. As it electoral representation; and whereas 
makes charges against me I think It Is this house recognizes that since the ad- 
proper for him to bring it forward with- vent to power ot the present government, 
ont delay. circumstances and the administrative de-

Mr. Martin—I would hare been quite mands made upon it have hitherto pre­
prepared to go on with this matter to- vented action in this matter: therefore, be 
day had it not been for the suggestion it reseived that this house is of opinion 
of the government that the redistribution .that the interests ef the province require 
matter would come up to-day. For this that a fair and equitable measure for- 
reason I had supposed that it was the the redistribution of electoral districts, 
government’s wish that this should not shall be introduced at an eerly date dur- 
come np. m8 the present session.”

Hon. Mr. Semlin—I do not see that The government, Hon. Mr. Semlin con- 
that would be any reason for passing tinned, was jest as anxious for a fair 
over this important resolution. We have measure of redistribution as the mover 
hardly yet got to the regular orders, of the resolution was, but it did not think 
When we get to them we will he able the business of the house should be sus- 
to take np that other matter. pended in the manner suggested in order

Mr. Martin—If I had had any idea of to consummate that matter. In saying 
that kind I would have been prepared, that, the government did not retreat at 
I am not now prepared. If the govern- nil from the position that had always 
ment persisted in going on with the mat- been taken by the members now on that 
ter he should simply ask to drop the mo- side ot the house. They had always oon- 
tion from the paper and put it on again, eidered this a most important question. 
“I cannot go on without my material," The member tor Vancouver had said In 
he concluded. thé preamble of his resolution that “the
• Hob. Mr. Cotton—I think the hon, ggn- government, has an extremely naeitow

“The
DANGEROUS LEGISLATION.True,

a majority in the full house.”
If Mr. Semlin fails to deal thus 

frari^ly with the Lieutenant-Governor, 
no doubt His Honor will again exercise 

. his right to go beyond his ministers for 
information of this nature.

There can be no healing of the breach
between Mr. Prentice and the ministers. 
His confidence in them has been com- 

We do not pretendpletely shattered, 
to have any special warrant for voicing
the sentiments of the member for East 
Lillooet, but a perusal of his remarks of 
yesterday leaves no room for doubt as to 
his sentiments, 
he said, is bad in intention, in principle 
and in detail; it aims to do by subter­
fuge what the law has decided cannot 
be done openly; it is a species of decep­
tion. The government, he said in short, 
have for a discreditable purpose stooped 
to subterfuge and deceit. Holding this 
«pinion, it is impossible that Mr. Pren­
tice can again have confidence in the 

He is irretrievably lost to

This Coal Mines Bill,

o

RETURNS ORDERED.
.On the motion of Mr. Eberts a returnto pause and consider the consequence. reagon bas ever been advanced.

Good miners who cannot read English rjbe ministry which revives a policy 
are perhaps a small percentage of the ot raüway subsidies will meet with a
whole, bnt how few the number may be great deal of hostile criticism, but we I Mr. Semlin’s amendment to Mr. Mer­
it will not be right for the legislature to are unabie to see why this should pre- tin’s resolution is a very strange piece of
say that they must abandon their calling. vent tbe introduction of some well-con-] business. If the government believe im- 
We refer especially to men of our own s;dered
race, but the same remarks will apply to doug 0„tCry against the Turner govern-] why in the name of common sense was 
the Scandinavian, the Italian or any ment because of the subsidy to the it not mentioned in the speech? The pro- 
other alien who has not learned to read Columbia & Western railway. This per course to have taken was to have
English. The proposed amendment very moderate subvention has ensured voted down Mr. Martin’s resolution, put-
should not pass in its present form. tbe construction of an exceedingly im- ting their action on the ground that the

We think this very moderate view of portant railway line, one that has open- government was able to'direct the legis- 
this question will commend itself to most ed up wbat gome c]ajm to be the richest lation of the house. Of course we know
people outside the house, and we are not portion 0f the province. The subsidy] this to be a fact, but it is amusing to
without hope that it will be accepted by only appiieg to the main line, not to the] have such a demonstration.
a majority of the legislature. It shows nmny branches already built and the _ , some ex-
the hasty and ill-considered nature of the many more that will have to be built as Mr. Speaker tor Tacoma
bill to which the honse is asked to as- U, mining indagtry expands. The ,ub- Ration^to thetStfk 
sent. We think it only fair to assume gidy .g nominally $4,000 per mile, but if New6 hadan Y’ ëm^ nf^t refers to

Some well-known railway men, whose that it thehad beer> acting L branch ta are taken.into consid- U»™ andj £=» nree^t Refers ^

from Fort Simpson to Lake Bennett. It TnmriTr\I\T THE HOUSE ,ates to this plece 0 rai way, wealthiest, if not the wealthiestis alleged that they have the active sym- THREATENING^ HOUSE. for both 8ide6 f the house ^^r ot the house. His choice tor the 
patby of the Laurier government, which Mr. Speaker Forster is a great stickler seem agreed about this, but ior Speakership is alleged to have been due n„nATirra
desires to see an all-Canadian railway to for formality in documents presented to purpose of showing that it is not alone a ^ hig wealth ^e are sure that Mr. REPORTS PRESENTED,
the Yukon established at the earliest pos- the house, and has refused to allow peti- trunk line that is secured by a judicious Forgter wM1 gee that he should take the Reports from the printing and the min- 
sible day. Sir Charles Tupper has also tions to be read because they did not subsidy, but numerous branches, for\ ^ ^ confidence and tell them f<MX!r
beei, a strong advocate ot auch a line, as conclude with a prayer. Like many per- which the province gives nothing at all. ,f # ,g ^ ^ durjng the yearg ia doellment8ga8 hav"ng b^Torde4d print-
oi every other distinctively Canadian pro- sons who grasp at the form he fre-| We believe that a government wtuen will! wbjcb be bag becn ag a horny- ed, and the latter containing the recom-
jecti Indeed the only quarter from which quently misses the substance, and as an refuse to be influenced by the ad captan-] handed gQn o{ tojl uke the regt ol ^ be mendation tiiat the quorum of the min-
disapproval of such an undertaking ha« illustration we may cite the petition of dum clamor of demagogues and intro- was reall a bloated capitalist in disguise. geve^BÔtîTreMrto^^ado0^Li™*16
come is from Premier Semlin, who, Daniel & Chambers and others. The dnee a reasonable system of railway sub- . ------------------------- The return asM foTffi â Stion of
speaking for his government, turned the petition is defective because it does not sidies will find iteef cordially supported gleepie8s Nights, caused by a persistent Mr. R. Smith, with respect to certain 
hose of his disapproval upon it a few days disclose who the petitioners are. They by the great body of the people!. rasping cough. qffickjy ernes communications from W. J. Ledingham,a^and threw donbt upoY the likelihood may be United States citUen. residing in The tee,ing against iand subsidies is ! Mr"
or the por^Qti of the province which the J Colorado, or Boers dwelling in Johan-1 at present very great. On no subjeet do proprietors ot. Mb Paln-KlHer. • table the annual

was ordered of all correspondence, ten­
ders, etc., in connection with the letting of 
the contract for keeping open the sleigh 
road between Barkerviile and Cotton­
wood House, and all contracts let for 
such service; and upon the motion of 
Col. Baker, a return of all correspond­
ence between John Lister, of Naknsp, 
and the government or departmental offi­
cers in relation to the purchase of one 
hundred and sixty acres of land on 
Kooskanas Creek, B. O.

grace.
—»

There was a tremen- mediate redistribution to be necessary.measure.ministers.
them for the purposes of the party 
majority necessary to continue the 
semblance of th? long lost control of the
house.

The death warrant of the Semlin 
government has been signed. It remains 
bnt for His Honor to fix the hour tor 
execution. No doubt this is the day.

AN ALL-CANADIAN LINE.
AN UNEARNED HONOR.

Mr. Mnnro, as a matter of privilege, 
directed attention to the fact that in the 
Province newspaper/ the whole of Mr. 
Neill’s speech on the Goal Mines 
Regulation Act Amendment Bill had been 
credited to him. He would not be asham­
ed to own this speech, hut he did not 
wish to take credit that did not belong to 
him.
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