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Philippe Dsaudet, fifteen
son of Leon Daudet, deputy
leader of those who seek to rest
the monarchy in France, and
son of Alphonse Daudet,
author of “Sappho.” was found
to death in a Paris taxicab

Did young Daudet, bearer of one
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shot

the most illustrious names in al |
France, commit suicide of his own |
volition, shrinking from carrying out |

the appalling task to which he h
pledged himself killing his
father? Or did he commit suicide
because his new-found nihilistic com-
patriots, older and more experienced

ad

than himself, had impressed upon his |

unreliable brain that it was his duty
80 to do?

Daudet’'s son was dead a week and
had been buried In consecrated
ground, with all the ceremcnies of the
Cathollc church, when the Anarchists
declared he had not dled in bed at
all after the “short illness" which had
been announced.
of the Anarchist weekly,
taire, Georges Vidal had the news
cried through Puaris that the son of
Leon Daudet, Royalist and Catholic
had really died an Anarchist and sul
cide.

Leon Daudet was convulsed with

-anguish and rage.
had really dled from a bullet through
the brain,
ceeded in suppressing the news com-
pletely “by order” obtained from
Poincare after a little urging. His son
had run away from home repeatedly
during the past four years, impelled
by epileptic moods which he could not
control and, after the last runaway
of five days, his father discovered his
tody among the unidentified dead at
‘the Larisboisiere Hospital.

He was told: *“This young man
committed suicide yesterday after-
noon in a taxicab on the Boulevard
Magenta.” His son's morbid condi-
ton made suicide such a natural ex-
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Public Taking Sides "
OW the greatest imagination and|
provocative ability ‘
on both sides and they are \\'hipping,
each other into a Gallic fury. The|
French public is taking sides for one
explanation, or for the other, and the
eleotions in a few months will un- |
his accu- |
sation of crime just as they were
generation ago by the
faire.”

Poincare himself
his role in it.
orders, in
request,

N

are in action |

a|
|
Dreyfus ’‘af- |
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Not only was it at his
compliance with Daudet's
that the police first sup-
pressed the news when the supposed
young suicide was identified as Phil-
lippe Daudet. A few days later, when
he was buried ceremoniously “after
a short illness,” M. and Mme. Poin-
care were in attendance at the fun-
eral.

The mystery is complicated by the
political lymg and exaggeration byJ
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Philippe’'s mor bid imagination drove
him once to Marseilles, where he was
about to take passage to South Amer
ica, when he recovered his normal
mind. This time has been traced
from his home directly to Havre,
where he discussed going to Canada
and found he had not enocugh money. |
Then he went directly back to Paris
and from the railroad station directly
to the offices of the anarchist week-
ly, L.e Libertaire.

" The solution of the mystery will
depend upon discovering his exper- |
fen between that time and the |

F 1won of November 24, when a

axi chauffeur on the crowded Boule-
vard Magenta called a policeman and
said: “My passenger has just shot
himself.”

It was Mme., Daudet, his mother,
whose anxious eye found a few lines
buried in the Petit Parisien next
morning saying: “A young man at-
tempted suicide in a taxicab on the
Boulevard Magenta by firing a bullet
into his head. Condition grave. At |
the Lariboisiere Hospital.” She says
she had a presentiment it was her |
missing son.

At the same time the anarchists,
according to their own account, no-
ticed the same obscure lines and won-
dered if it might be their wild-eyed
young disciple, “Philippe.” They sent |
a “comrade” to view the body, but |
they say he was refused all informa-
tion at the hospital. They explain it
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You alone are happy in death.

Nothing can be taken from you.

You are unaware of love

And its tortures.

You are so happy

You smile eternally.
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says a young man who seemed

twenty years
a super-excited condition, declar-
“The social system revolts me.
Jife has no more interest for me,
Help me to leave it with a sublime
gesture of renunciation.”

Vidal swears the young wunknown
proposed first to enter some police
station and shoot down policemen as
long as cartridges lasted. Then he
asked what the Anarchists thought
of having him go to some tea dansant
to shoot down as many dancing men
as possible. “He implored us to tell
him what would be most useful in
Among other possibili-
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lerand, Poincare or Daudet,

For two days the Anarchists de-
clare they tried to sodthe the young
man. Then he left them a letter and
a small sheaf of manuscript, saying:
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The Anarchists say he admired the
jact of Germaine Berthon, young
| Anarchist who failed to Leon
Daudet but who finally shot Marius |
| Plateau dead because he was a
| Royalist. During her trial every An- |
farchist has been disci ad-
| miringly and den Leon
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