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"THE NAVAL QUESTION AT OT-
TAWA.
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THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION.

The Dominion civil service act has
been in operation since Sept. 1 last
year, The first report of the commis-
sioners indicates that they have their
work well in hand. They have met
with some difficulties and some friction
has been noticeable, but there is much
in the report that gives promise of
good—of the raising of the standard of
the public service.

An important feature of the new law
is that it gives applicants who at the
civil service examinations show great-
est capacity a reasonable certainty of
appointment. Once appointed and hav-
ing passed the probationary period of
six months, meanwhile meeting the
approval of their official superiors,
they will have permanent employment
at reasonable remuneration with the
prospect of promotion when merited.

The commissioners appear inclined
to regard the rates of pay as hardly
adequate. Clerks of the third division
who pass a very ordinary examination
receive from $500 to $800, or from §$900
to $1,200, aceording to their subdivi-
sion, while second division clerks are
paid from $800 to $1.600, or $1.600 to
$2.100, in like manner, and first divi-
sion clerks from $2,100 to $2.800, or
from $2.500 to $4,000. As a rule, the
respon=ibility of second and third divi-
sion men ig of a moderate character.
their positions being neither adminis-
trative nor executive. It is the secre-
and heads of branches,
increases with their responsibili-
ties, who draw the big salaries,

Up date of the report—Aug. 31
last—over one hundred appointments
and promotions had been made, of
which 57 were appointments to the
third division, In addition to this
there have been a number of assign-
ments for temporary employment in
the same division, but the temporary

taries whaose

pay

to

| to permanent appointment.

One vear is hardly sufficient time lo
fully test the efficiency of the act, but
the report suggests that the day
not far distant when the CGrovernment
will feel justitied in extending the new
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nal ventured to express a similar opin-
ion, the London Free Press flew to the
defence o/ i titled favorites, in the
spirit of yval retainer. It argued
that the men who sit in the House of
Lords because they eldest
compare personal ddéstinction and
innfluence with the men who
have been appointed lords because of
their individual eminence or public ser-
vice. We denied the assertion flatly and
challenged the Free Press to prove it.
It is no defence of the hereditary prin-
cirle to cite half a dozen distinguisheed
names among 450. The fact remains
that it was the undistinguished rabble
of eldest sons that turned the scale
against the budget.

Will the Free Press answer a simple
question? Does it believe that the ac-
cident of birth should alone qualify
any man to be a member of a legis-
lative chamber? If it does not, there
is no room for dispute. No resrons-
fble public man or newspaper is
clamoring for the destruction of the
House of Lords. Its candid friends
mre calling on it to reform itself. That
a Canadian paper should take the op-
posite view shows a degree of flunkey-
ism both amazing and amusing.
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1" THE FOREIGNER PAYS
THE TAX

VWhy is the proposed corn tax unl,\'T
two villings per quarter?

Why is a rebate always allowed on
goods re-exported?

Why did Mr. Chamnberlain
equalize matters
other articles?

Why did Mr,
maize
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promise to |
by taking taxes off |
C‘hamberlain
and bacon?
Why do all tariff reformers propose
exempt raw material?
Why does the foreigner
present tobacco duty?
Why did Mr. Balfour say “the ob-
jeet and effect of tariff reform is to
broaden the basis of taxation?”
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A TITLED DANCER,.
[London Daily News.]

Lady Constance Stewart-Richardson,
the granddaughter of a duchess, the
daughter of an earl, the sister of a count-
ess, and the wife of a baronet, has been
engaged to appear for one month at the
Palace Theatre in a series of classic
dances. I have often heard of classic
actors, amateur and otherwise, but this
is the first time that a lady so closely
connected with the peerage has contract-
ed to perform as a music-hall dancer.
Lady Constance is well known for her
travels in the Himalayas, in America and
in Somaliland with her husband. She has
often dressed in men's garments, and has
made a name for herself as a player of
the bagpipes, and a dead shot, a plucky
rider (always astride), and a daring
sportswoman — especially at polo. She
holds a number of swimming champion-
ships, and she is reckoned one of the best
amateur dancers in the new mode in-
vented by Isadore Duncan.

Last winter Lady Constance made
some sensation in New York drawing-
rooms with her interpretations of Men-
delssohn and Rubinstein. A charge for
admission was made to get funds for the
establishment of a small school for boys
where her theories of physical training
might be put into practice. The Palace
engagement is a short way to the getting
of these funds.

THE SON OF HIS FATHER.
[Londcn Daily News.]
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Betraying few symptoms of self-con-

sciousness, Master Gwilllam Lloyd-
George, son of the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, opened a bazaar at the Poplar
and Bromley Tabernacle, in the East End
of London, on Saturday afternoon. He
was deputizing for his father.

The lad arrived at Poplar in a third
class compartment on the District Rall-
way, and wore his school cap and suit,
with an Eton collar. In the tabernacle
were 1,200 children, and as he came on
to the platform they raised vigorous ap-
plause. The Rev. A. Tildesley, the min-
ister, conveyed to the children the fol-
lowing message from the chancellor: “I
send my Christian love, and I hope they
will have a good time together.”

With simple, boyish directness, Master
Lloyd-George declared the bazaar open.
““At a minute’'s notice I promised my
father I would take his place,” he said,
after explaining that the chancellor had
nhad to leave town. Afterwards, with
Miss Muriel Marnham, he received purses
from the children. At the conclusion the
boy was again heartily cheered.

UNPARDONABLE OMISSION.
[Puck.]

Deacon Beegosh (to country editor)—
I've a great notion to tell yve to stop my
paper! Here, in this week’s paper, ye
give two columns to the Baptist fair,
and never once say that the church was
transformed into a veritable fairyland!

JUSTLY HAPPY.
[Washington Star.]

“Father,” said little Rollo,
happy medium?”’

“I suppose, my son, that it is one who
can earn several hundred dollars a day
by making tables and chairs move around
the room.”

“what is a

THE SAME OLD TALE.
[London Daily News.]

Tt iz not unprofitable to recall that
the Prince Consort, who privately shared
the Queen’s views, went to the House of
Commons to hear the premier's speech
wlen the repeal of the Corn lLaws was
moved, 65 vears ago. Though lhe gave
expression to no views, he was fiercely
assailed because of this action by Tord
George Bentinck, the leader of the food
taxers of those days. With that cour-
tesy which so characteristic of the
“Gentlemanly Party,” T.ord George al-
leged that the prince had come down to
the House solely with the idea of giving
the “semblance of the personal sanction
of her Majesty to a measure which,
it for good or for evil, a great majority
at least of the landed aristocracy of
England, Scotland and of Ireland imag-
ine fraught with deep injury, if not ruin,
to them.”” The same old tale! What
raattered it if the people were starving?
The great landed interests must not be
“ruined.”’ If the people still died
those were
be  most

is
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SAVED IN TIME.
[Fiicgende Blatter.}
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—Stupid  ass—(perceiving it is his em-
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[Hamilton Spectator.}
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AN AMENDMENT.
[Ottawa Journal.]
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TH*’E HEREDITARY PRINCIPLE.
[(r. R Sims.}
There was an ocean pilot, and hLis eldest
son was blind
And deaf and dumb from childhood, liko-
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And he navigated vessels as his father's
eldest son,
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The pilot and the parson and the surgeon
and the judge

Were all declared imposters,
all refused to budge;

What mattered lack of knowledge or the
evil they had done,

While each claimed his proud position as
his father's eldest son?
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JAUNTING ALONG.
[Walt Mason.]

This life is just a little jaunt across a |

little plain: we're reaching for the things
we wiant, and often reach in vain. The
things we want are sordid things, and
made of sounding brass; we do not hear
the bird that sings, nor mark the grow-
ing grass; we miss the splendor of the
night, the glory of the dawn: for we are
dreaming of the fight that every day
brings on. The useless fight for useless

drose, the war of hands and brains; and |

Oh, how heavy is our loss—how futile are
our gains! This life is but a little jaunt
across a little sphere: there’s nothing in
the path to daunt, or bring a sigh or
tear: tlrere’s nothing there to blanch the
cheek, or fill the heart with care, if we
would only cease to seek our trouble in
its lair. If we would only look around
upon the good in life! But evermore,
with hawk and hound, we search the
woods fot strife.

JOHN BRIGHT'S OPINION.
[The Late John Bright.]

Some people tell us that the House of
T.ords has done great things for free-
dom. It may be so, though I am not so
successful as some people in finding out
how or when. At least, since 1630, or
thereabouts, when the peers became the
dominant power in the kingdom, I am
scarcely able to discover one single meas-
ure important to human or English free-
dom which has come from the voluntary
consent and good-will of their House.

NOT A SMUGGLER.

Detroit, Dec. 22.—John A, Smith, of
Toronto, who was on trial for smug-
gling, has been discharged.

Smith was recently bequeathed a
large sum of money and was told that
jewelry was a safe investment. He
invested a large part of the money left
him in jewelry and carried it around
with him.

He wag staying in Sarnia, but was
arrested while on a visit one evening

be |

of ;
consequences |

WHAT CAUSES 1
THE BLUES

London, Eng., Dec. 22.—Doctors have

discovered that the “blues” or “men-
tal depression and irritability” isreal-
ly a disease caused by defective cir-
culation in the cells of the brain.
. The British Health Review says “by
Improving the circulation, there is an
immediate imprrovement in the mental
outlook.”

If this is the case, we Canadiang do
not have to wait for the foreign scien-
tists to pursue their investigations any
{arther. ‘We have the cure for the

blues” in those wonderful fruit liver
tablets called “Fruit-a-tives.”

It Is doubtful if the greatest physi-
clans abroad will ever discover any-
thing to equal “Fruit-a-tives” to pur-
ify and enrich the blood and improve
the circulation.

They go straight to the root of the
troublg, stimulating the torpid liver
and kidneys and regulating the bowels.
Thus they cleanse the whole system
and renew vitality, mental as well as
physical,

r,_u()c a box, 6 for $2 50, or trial size
25. At dealers, or from Fruit-a-tives
Limiteq, Ottawa, Ont.
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T 1 \ an it cost, and was
ar ;‘(‘}sted on .th(‘ charge of smuggling.
5 e Jury in the United States court
€re found him not guilty.

THE HOUSE OF LORDS
A “HOUSE OF FEARS”
No More Alleged War Scares

Says Premier Asquith and
Mr. Lloyd-George.

London, Dec. 23
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|  The dissolution has not yet
| been otficially announced, 1t s not

i certain thuat it will b» the 8th of Jan-

jWary, the day origitally  selected, the
{ Governtaent being urged to defer dis-
| solution until Jan, 16, so that the first
lelection will take place on Jan. 15, Lib-
eral candidates are of the opinion that
it the iirst elections took place on Sat-
furday, Jan. 10, it would be of great
benetit to their cause,
l Keir Hardie says  that the Labor
ip:u‘:_\' cxpected the decision of © the
 House of Lords that trade union levees
jon the payment of members of Puriia-
iment was itlegal. Mr. Hardie e
grave doubts of the Labor party's posi-
tion, if they pursue the candidatures
i which they had arranged. There is no
i doubt the decision of the Lords will
lend to the abandonment of
T.abor candidates.
ADMIRAL SCHLEY
CHAMPIONS COCK
Insists That Peary Submit His
Papers to Copznhagen
University.

Washington, Dec. 22.—Declaring that
It was but justice to Dr. Cook, in whom
| he affirms his utinost confidence, Rear
Admiral W. S. Schley today demand-
ed that Commander Peary submit his

to some scientilic body other than the
National Geographical Society.

The admiral believes that the same
body which repudiated Cook’s data
should be permitted to pass ugpon the
data submitted by Peary to the Geo-
graphical Society.

“The Danes are the best posted body
of men in the world on Arctic mat-
ters,” he said. “The consistory of the
University of Copenhagen should be
given the opportunity to examine the
Peary prools, for in that way they
would be submitted to the same test
that was aprlied to those of Cook.”

Admiral Schley believes that sub-
mission of the proofs to Copenhagen
should be insisted upon by Peary, de-
spite whatever the National Geograph-
ical Society’s attitude may be. It was
suggested to the officer that the so-
ciety some time ago officially declared
its intention to let scientific bodies ex-
amine the Peary proofs when they
had been passed upon by the society.

“But the organization has not done
it,” he retorted. ‘“So far there has
been shown no disposition to carry
out his avowed intentions, has there?”

Admiral Schley declined to say on
what grounds he took exception to
the findings of the University of Cop-
enhagen. He merely reaffirmed his be-
lief in the explorer, adding that he
believed that Peary, too, had gained
the top of tle earth.

The admiral has had wide exreri-
ence in the far north. In 1884 he was
in command of the Thetis expedition,
which resulted in the rescue of Lieut.
Greely and six men who had been cast
away at Cape Sabine.

Members of the National Geopragh-
tcal Society declined to discuss Ad-
| miral Schley’s suggestions.
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CHAPMAN'S

OPEN TONIGHT UNTIL 10 O’CLOCK.

COME EARLY TOMORROW AND
DON’T FORGET ANYONE

Dolls! Books! China!

Thousands of gifts chosen daily from these three interesting displays: Dolls! Books!

Chin.a! and the same thing will be repeated today and tomorrow, with efficient salespeopie
to give you our best service.

Alger Books for boys, 17¢
and ................. 25¢
Henty Books for boys,
ceee....15¢, 17¢ and 25¢
Gordon Stables” Books for
boys.........50¢ and 7S¢
Ballantyne Books for boys
coe.... 17¢, 25¢ and 49¢
Elsie Books, Pansy Books,
L. P. Roe’s Books and others
for girls at ..... . 1%e¢
Rosa N. Carey’s Books for
ginls wein.. 25¢
Gift Books, 5¢, 10¢, 15¢,
25¢ and 20¢
Dickens Sets, 15 volumes,
$8.50 and .. $12.50
Scott Set, 23 volumes. . ..
.. $8.95
..$2.50

Dible

S, 35¢ to ..

A Vast Assort-
ment of

Christmas China

Arranged on the
Main Floor and
the Third Floor
Y ou

what

beauty
cannot

A Big
Dressed
Doll, 25¢

We can still announce full

assortment and

o
lh

Dressed
Undressed Dolls. The
gest and Dbest Dressed Doll
we ever saw at 29¢, and
others ranging upwards to
82.50 that afford a grand
selection for all. Lvervbody
tells us we have the best
Doll selection in the citv.
The demand has certainly
exceeded our fondest expec-
tations.

of

I
can

_\"\)U

at a glance
and  the
that you
make a mistake
choosing  China, for covery
woman loves China, and o
piece of Chapman’s China is
doubly enchanting.  See the
10¢ to S1.00 tables on the
third floor.
Bronze Figures, $1 to $5.
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GIVE A FUR-LINED COAT

It is just what many wonen are wanting.

A Fur-lined Coat makes a fine gift,

ZH‘.&I

this is an opportunity to buy it and save a substantial sum on the price. Ladies’ Fur-Lined

Coats of imported broadcloth, 48 inches long, hned with
collars and revers of American sable or mink

serviceable. Worth $45.00.

ANOTHER IS A 50-INCH FUR-LINED COAT,
No. 1 muskrat lining and large collar and revers of natural sable.

SALE CONTINUED OF LADIES’ CLOTH WINTER COATS AT

Ladies’ Long, Warm
Kimonos

More of those long Kimonos of heavy
Molten Ilanned, in grey, cardinal, blue and

ereen, trimmed with satin.

gifts at .

.$4.00, $4.85 and $6.85
New Dressing Sacques at,

75¢, $1.00, $1.25, $1.50 und $1.75

uirrel lock

tyhish 1

binding and lavge
coat, warm  and

e $23.50
in brown, black and navy, with
R'\‘(I'&!\‘L‘(l to $42.50
....$10.75

New Annuals

Are Selling Fast.
BOYS' OWN., GIRLS' OWN.
CHUMS SUNDAY.
YOUNG CANADA. CHATTERBOX.
New Anglican  Hymn  DBooks
Pravers and Hymns Combined.
Methodist and Presbyvterian Dooks of
Praise i a large variety

\(l
marmot. S

Christimas sale price

1Y O
ong

Elegant for and

J. H. Chapman & Co. 126, 128, 1281/2 Dundas St.

AIRSHIPS OF THE NIGHT

City of Wecrcester.

YWorcester, Mass., Dece.  22.—Flyving |
through the night, at an average spoed |
of 30 to 40 miles an hour, a mys-|
terious airship tonight appeared over)
Wworcester, hovered over the city for
minutes, disappeared for aboit
two hours, and then returned to cut
four circles above the gaping city,
meanwhile sweeping the heavens with
a searchlight of tremeadous
The news ot its preseuce
wildfire and thoucan.s
sireets to watch
visitor.

The airskip
for about 10
a height that

like
the |
mysterious

spread
thronged
the

remained over
minutes, all the time at
most observers set at
too far to enable even
shape to be seen.
glaring rays of its searchlight, how-;
ever, were sharply detined by reflee-
tion against tie light snowfall, which!
was covering the city at the time. The
dark mas=s of the ship could be dimly
seen behind the light.  After a time
it disappeared in the direction of Marl-
borough. cnrly to return later.

At the time of the airship's visit,
Wallace E. Tillinghast, the Worcester |
man who recently claimed to have in-
vented a marvellous aeroplane in which
he gaid he had journeved to New York

the city

its  precise The |

sent from his home and could not be
found. The visitor f{rom the
was first sighted over Marlborough at
5:40 p.m. The sixteen miles between

in 30 minutes.

WEST LONDON

Mrs. Arthur Sanham is very ill at
her Lhome on Wyatt street, suffering
from an attack of bronchitis.

Mr=. Michael Reedy, Wyatt stireet,
West TLonden, is  slowly recovering
from the effects of a touch of la grippe.

Mr, Henry Ray. of Cedar Bay,
visiting at the home of his daughter,
Mrs. David Gilmore, at 51 Blackfriars
street, West London.

A horse owned by a west side grocer
became restless yvesterday afternoon
when the driver was making a deliv-
ery at the house of a
and started homeward. On the way
4 post and as a result when the driver
appeared he found half a shaft lyving
in the snow beside the post and the
other part still attached to the sleigh.
Luckily a small boy caught the animal
or more damage might have resulted.

Good times are much in evidence
in West London if the Christmas pur-
chases are any criterion. Several of
the businessmen of that section were
spoken to regarding trade conditions,
and they all stated that this year's
sales would nearly double those of
former years. “If the weather remains
seasonable,” said one merchant, “my
receipts will be about $200 in excess
of the same week’'s business of 1308.”
Signs of increasing good times are
noticeable = throughout the growing
suburb.

TLast Tuesday night the home of Mrs.
Percy Peacock, 52 Wilson avenue, was
the scene of a very pleasant party.
when Mrs. Peacock entertained her
Sunday school class, together with
some young friends. During the even-
ing Mrs. Peacock was presented by the
class with a handsome gold brooch

clouds

is .
;g(‘t it.

customer, |

one of the shafts came in contact with,
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which
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M’ ILWAIN IS NOW

{Ohio Pastor’s Daughter Alleges Port

tJacob, of Massillon, filed suait in com-
bower I mon

| from
L€
burg on Oct. 17,

'she has learned tiat Mellwain ha

other
“divorced.

Jagainst Mcellwain, He will be trieg for
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toldest girl, who is 14,

and an address. The evening was
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i gawmes and ot arer MORE WITNESSES IN
| COAL RING INQUIRY

he guests left for home, having spent
enjovable time.

Deputy Commissioner of Mines on the
Stand—Falling-Off in Production
' of Nova Scotia.

Flalitax. X.8., Dee, 28 —Deputy
‘mi:'s'mw"r of Mines Donkin, who
a witnes in t alleg d coal opera-
combination  inquiry yesterday,
«d thit productions
lessened all Nova

during the pust season.
strike there has W talling-oif
the production of 910,000 tons up to

i, The Dominion  Coal
production W THo000
and Cuamberland
[REES [t

14 Canada
on account of the
hand.

Sales of America
fng rapidly in Canada,
esthmated that  from
the »advane
miner about 3
the
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SUED FOR DIVORCE

Corn-
was
Huron Man Has an Earlier Wife.
Canton, O, Dec, 23.—H;q
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pleas court today for divorce Lyt
Herbert k. Mcllwain, of XNew
York and Port Huron, with whom she
loped and whom she married at Pitis-

@ the been
Con-
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210,020
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She says he gave their names
the local probate court as Stuart
Evans and Kilen Grace Morrison.
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Willing To Be Dissected After Death
to Make Children's Christmas
Happy.
Dec, 23, —Desperate
thought that her c¢hildren
deprived of Christmuas
which they had been

Tronn
the ol

the

pr
Baltimore, sed Dy
the

be

&
executive,

"' CRUMLIN'S

at
would |
Joys
accustomeod,

CHRISTMASTIME

e

de-~-
pur-

$10 she would sell her body to
livered atter her death to the
chaser,

Christmas always
of joy ftor this
mother of four
owing to an

to The Advertiser.)
Dec, 23.—A number
worhiood  attended  the
hool concert, and report
tlne.
Presbyterian
on Tuesday evening W
success, The children ren
programme and the la
was thoroughly

English Church Sunday
are preparing plans for a O

(Special
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this

becea
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Xer=

]

heen
woman, who
children, This
accident which
capacitated the husband, the
family has been eking out an
ence on the $§3 a week earned by

has time
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year, good
T in- The
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great
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enee
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has Sunday <chool
as ]

lered

trdi-

exist-
the
entertaine
“It's a simple business proposzition,” )
said the woman. I need sonme moned
to make the little ones happy, and I tree and eriainment.
don't know of any other way to]| The Decetnber examinations
’ . ‘Crumlin  =chool  concluded T
and the was
closing prize-

and the distribution of
for IkKnglish composition
division was awarded

In the junior divisior
wias won by Nellie Mo

nristinds

ont

“I don't regard this thing in a spirit noon, afternoon
of lightness or carelessness. The idea uUp 1o
is not attractive to me, and I am will- Bames,
ing to undertake it only for the sake The prize
of my children.” gtlu- senior di
Aszked what she would buy wit U:G‘JJ"““;'Y‘. : ll’”/' .
i o I first
children need them badly. Then all Bell lff'l'l!l‘: the afternoon the pupils
of them need stockings, and the little Imwmu;\uy '\“r,“"lmAil.“'l",-()' U ‘\"*'\,',"'f'
ones mitts. Candies there S‘“,!X;F]"‘. }fr‘-f:-n{mg him \\Txthl:\ P»l;“-,ﬂil,l.-l
none. The older ones expect 1“]i1x“r \'«“|‘1‘1;l»_ 1(1"‘;':" ]"xv‘.l-‘
hut for the little ones who AQUress, Wi le nade th
lieve in Santa Claus there to be a  Sentation.
doll for each.”

Vo Following
TWENTY SEATS IN LONDON

CNercises,

I

h
ithe

are to he
nothing,
still be-

Liie

pre-

Willie
Ida Bell
is .
) i is the =chool report fo:
the t1all term, 1909, inclusive of bott
fterm work and final examinations
|Stars denote absences, which in sotne
cases affected the standing:

Class V.—*Charles Fredin,
Quinn, *kKddison Bell.

Grade VIII--Beatrice Clark (honors)
Lillian DeHart (honors), Jennie Carral
(honorsy), Annie Mcel.ennan (honors)
Etta Kemp (Lonors), Herbert Bailey.
y Grade il *Florence Lumsden
Aaura Skeilet, *l.ena Rutherford.
Grade VI—Clara Stanton (honors)
Ivan Parkinson (honors), Willie Toole
Agnes  Robins, Chester Parkinson
i*George Fuller, *Carrie Frampton

l'nir»nix't! Grade V.—Gordon MceNiven (honors)

#1111
Says' Wiilian

Conservatives Hope For,
Freeman’s Journal.

T.ondon, Dec. 23—The Conservative
anticipation of John Redmond in com-
mand of a German fleet at Belfast, and
Lord Curzon’s dictum that the }{n)use‘*[
of Commons “is not fit to be left
alone,” are the subject of mnuch hm;mr
in the Radical press and on the Radical
platform. The Radicals profess PX(‘_“(HI.-
ing gladness that it is so clearly indi-
exind that every vote for 2 N 1\"“11# K(xlll]), *Olive Rutherfol-d. *1ditk
{s a vote against the popular House. | Joyes, *Alfred Fuller.

The London correspondent of the; (rade IV.—Charlie Kemp (honors)
Freeman’s Journal is responsible for Elgin Emigh (honors), May Puarkin
the statement that the Conservatves son,
expect to get only rtwenty seats in Part 1I.—Lily Cox (honors).
London, whereas last year it wascom- srade IIl.—Neil Bailey, Roy Robins
monly agred that the Radicals w ould!Nellie McLennan, 1da Bell, Levy Lazz-
get only ten. man,

All




