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ANHERSTBURG, THE
[ERMINUS OF THE

UNDERGROUND RAILWAY

WHAT IS A RACE

N.A.A.C.P. Press Service.

Opening a series of articles on the

Questions And
Answers Column

(By The Associated Negro Press)

!

(From The Journal of Negr History)
By Fred Landon
little Camnadian

The town of Am-

“Nordic Myth,” to be published in
“The Nation,” Dr. Franz Boas, Pro-
fessor of Anthropology at Columbia
University, analyses present concepts
of race and race prejudice in the is-

I

Hasdrubal of Hannibal.

Who was Sophonisha ?

Sophonisha was the daughter of
She was
She was

cared to hate Rome.

herstburg is situated on the ea

bank of the Detroit River and not
far from the mouth of that beautiful
From the later years of
the eighteenth century it has fignred
in the history of Canada and today
holds proud its place as one of the
Ontario.

stream.

most historic spots in
Throughout the earlier part of th
War of 1j12 it was the headquarter

of the British ‘Commander, Brock, and
it was here that the first meeting
the
great Indian chief, Tecumseh. Later,

took place between Brock and

during the troubles of 1837 and 1838

there were important happenings at
this point, particularly the capture
of the schooner Ann, in which Negro
volunteers from the district had a

hand. But apart entirely from its
military importance, Amherstburg, or
Fort Malden, as it was called in ear-
lier days, has special interest as be-
ing the chief place of entry for the
large number of fugitives who made
their way from the slave States of
the South by way of the “underground
railroad” to Canada and freedom.
Even today there are mamny colored
familieg resident in Amherstburg, de-
Stendants of those who came in the
days before the Civil War and who
did not leave their adopted home
When the abolition of slavery and the
downfall of the Confederacy made it
bossible for them to return in safety
to the South, In: other towns and
Cities of Western Ontario there are

st

e
8

’

for the Advancement
People.

To Name Negro

—

Trade and Commerce Club of

falo, a colored organization, enl
enrollment of Mayor Schwaby,
and encouraged
cognition of
colored
ise to

its growth.
the good
citizens, he
appoint a

In
work of
made

REV. S. R. DRAKE, Member Execu-
tive Board of The Canadian League
of Colored

For Health Dept.

Buffalo, N. Y., January 28th—-The
I}uf-}
arged
its membership last week with the
who
has shown much interest in the hody
re-
the
a prom-
representaive

of the race for the Health Depart-

sue of January 28th. Dr. Boas d
tions between races have ever bee

established, He says:

vironment, We
individuals, but not of races.”
Dr. Boas points out that children
not have race antagonism until
they are taught to have it: “As the
child grows up the dividing line be-
tween the races is impressed upon
it and in this way the race conscious-
ness develops until it becomes a pure-
ly automatic reaction which evokes
the same intensity of feeling as the
so-called instinctive reactions.”
Dr, Boas further points out that it
impossible to frame such a de-
scription of any race that all of its
members will be included: “A whole
racial group can never be described
by a few descriptive terms, because
there will always be many individuals
of deviating types. It is our impres-
that the Swede is blond, blue-
eyed, tall, and longheaded:; but many

do

is

sion

nies that hereditary mental distinc-

“The occurrence of hereditary men-
tal traits that belong to a particular

of his ancestry and his cultural en-
may judge of the
mental characteristics of families and

affianced to Masinissa, king of the
Numidians, but was given by her
father to Syphax. Scipio insisted
that thig marriage bhe annulled, but
the Numidian sent her a bowl of

poison, which she drank without hes-

e-

n

race has never been proved. The itation. She has been the suhject
available evidence makes it much | °f m.anyjdra‘ma,s in French, Italian
{ more likely that the jsame mental |22d in English,

{ traits appear in varying distribution

Who was Prster John and when

among the iprinciple racial groups. | ;

The behaviour of an individual is did he live?

therefore not determined by his rac- Prester John is a character about
lal affiliation, but by the character | Which a great deal of fiction and

mystery has been woven. He was
said to have been a king of Ethiopia
and kicher than il the monarchs
of the world. One legend claims
him to have been the son of the
Jueen of Sheba by Solomon, another
claims the name refers to a line of
kings of Hthiouia, while still another
claims he was the ruler of the Magi
or wise During the Middle
Age much was said and written ahout
Prester John and of wealth
many sought he
a mystery.

men.

his
but

and

him, remained

I have heard that one of the con-
stellations was named after an HKthi-
opian queen. Is this true and which
one is it?
A great
have

many of the constellations
been named after African her-
oes and heroines, but I presume vou
refer to Cassiopea, queen Ethi-
opia. She is said to have boasted

of

R Swedes do not conform to this de-|that the beauty of her daughter An-
:n:h:mi’t‘;ilzsrZ;iIile;’eprleofWItlZ:er:gi‘z ment. s:vripfim?... ..... We cannot assign fimmmlu. surpassed that of the ner-
Wt of Ay thartiec s ok . ‘ one individual to one race, sz')t,hel‘ iads of the H:(‘('i. This angered Nep
the Sist mat N Shacars not mnecessarily follow that gither of |to another, }Te(:uu;se ‘\\./e‘ rl.o nurhlxnow tune, god of the waters, and he
2 2 the figures given above represented | the degree of variability found in the brought a deluge upon Ethiopia. The
b,\lz‘:i”;\gimevp(m?I?Itimé.O_fl a;nl'le‘rs@ the actual population resident in Am- ancestral jmm,teq race, and o 20- p(}n{my was to chain Andromeda to g
Maced by o ebo‘ le‘ JIZISOO al 'Va; herstburg since there must 11]\)\'{1_\'g"f'(J!lllt, m( the If')ng- f:r)nt_mnud 1111‘1.\?ufu rock to be destroyed by a sea mon-
i DOpulq.n'o e ;) 2585'(;’91 a e 0;1510 from its nature as a il)'l;u‘p of enil‘y."lhe clpxructmmt{vs r)i‘ Qltt parental flf?l', but Perseus, .x}w Grecian hero,
Dercentas " Of 2000, a rather large [} ,.6 been transients in the town ll’fu'(‘ﬂlwﬂl appear in varying combina- [freed her and married her and found
3ﬂﬂtl1u1-dz?wltt will be noteé. I(n 1855 Probably most Negroes preferred a | tions in e.a(:h individual. All ;:Hu.mpts the royal house of Argos.
e ‘]11:1 %r t? the plla(,.e had el;st- permanent Im'-urion farther back f,-mn’t‘(‘) (*,‘;[zi.])].]'.‘j‘h among .mfévmlrw.rs ‘oi the Finea ki )
Seen 4(‘)0 ldeg5100 povpu. .atlon Z;t 7€ [the in‘ternatlon.zil b.ou.mhn'y. where ;Hd'l”‘? S()lexilrgrf)uf) n((lﬂlf.‘lc’i“‘)llh '.W'
dicate i E:ltlll1 00, v»h.lch would in- there was less risk of klflnapp.mg ilfld f“(fen ment’d'l (f]'l’(ll(l(tel and bodily by ‘ ;
e le Population had doub-leoroiple return to American Jurigdic- | form have failed. o - ;L race must be misleading, [t may
Well bo g ate fifties. This might tion. This would account for the col- f\SS(.?X‘tl‘I.I‘g‘.t‘hat man:,: .hef‘edltaxy {e plossmlg to (:har:w'terule. family
Dimbey OfCC(;;lDted for by the Ia!,rge onies in such towns as London, I‘ng- f'}fdrta(,ienstl(.s‘ are n(oﬂ}a(:ml in char- I'llne.s, but th"ZtSS‘UD.lDlIOn of ‘,;‘«"n.(n‘:xl
Canagy het °groes who came {nto ersoll and Chatham, each of which, L!i’f,l,(f.ll‘ )l:lt nlust be as»xg’n‘ed)to.‘ ..... racial filler:u:t.omsr,l(:s, unatmm(.:ul,
%quens Ween 1850 a.n.d 1860 con- | gyen to this day, has its Negro pop- mnn. y stra-ms, Dr. B'Od'b concludes | physiological, or mental, excepting
i Pon the operation of the ulation. that: “If this be true, it is clear that [those that belong to the race as a
8ltive Slave Act of 1850. It does (Continued on Page 6) any generalized characterization of whole is arbitrarily made.”




