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Madagascar’s Sacred
Tree of Death.

■boat* and gestures ordered her to
olittb the tree,

“Terrified, she shrank back, appar­
ently begging for mercy. At that the 
whole crowd Joined In, furiously 
howling at her to obey. Once more the 
deneers gave out their orders; then, 
ns she Still, refused and struggled, 
they armed themselves with spears, 
and stabbing at her forced her to re­
treat in the direction of. the devil-god.

"At last, seeing It whs useless to 
fight further, she turned and faced the 
tree. For a moment she stood still, 
gathering herself upi for a supreme ef­
fort, then quickly she sprang toward 
the tree. She scrambled up', and' 
reaching the top knelt and drank of 
the •holy* liquid.

"Quickly she jumped up again, and 
I expected to see her Jump down, 
thinking all was over, in that dim 
tight not noticing Instantly what 
caused her so to shriek with terror.

"Suddenly I realised what was hap­
pening and I seemed, to be paralyzed 
with horror.- The tree, seemingly so 
dead and motionless a moment be­
fore, had come to life. The palpi, so 
frail looting, had suddenly Ceased to 
quiver, and had colled ' themselvee 
about the girl’s head and shoulders, 
holding her so firmly that all her ef­
forts to free herself remained abso­
lutely useless.

Unsolved Mystery of Science.
“The green branches so rifeid be­

fore began to writhe, and coiled them­
selves round and around like snakes. 
Then as that- mass struggled chore 
across a horrible sight I shall never 
forget—the great leaves began to rise, 
slowly,.very slowly. Those evil-took- 
lng thorns were now on the inside, 
pointing toward the victim and clos­
ing on her with the force of a hydrau­
lic press. _

“As they came together tightly there 
trickled down the trunk a pinkish 
tolxtnre. ...

"Then the feasting began again 
amid much rejoicing. The devil was
appeased."

The researches of the famous Dr. 
Bose,, the Hindu scientist, go towards 
confirming Dr. Leche’s story. By

Mir. Kart Leehe, » celebrated ex­
plorer and scientist, has brought back 
from the wilds of Madagascar one of 
the meet amasieg and incredible stor­
ies that have ever come from that 
African island.

He has described a plant which 
seems to bis nil extraordinary develop­
ment of n certain curious term of 
vegetable life to which the fetooas 
Venue flytrap, or pitcher plant, and 
other lneect hatching and eating vege­
tation belong. *

This plant, or tree, which he celle 
Crinotda Darjeena, attains, according 
to Dr. Leche, a height of ten feet, agd 
Is powerful enough to enmesh and de­
stroy a human being.

The Mkodos, the tribe In whose ter­
ritory it is found, revere it se a fetish 
and sacrifice maidens of their tribe to 
it, says Dr. Leche.

"X had gone," he writes, “to Mada­
gascar, to visit Queen Rsnsvalooa 
II., and wae persuaded to visit the 
Mkodos by a native who had heard 
that besides generous daily pay I was 
accustomed to reward liberally any­
one who ' showed toe something 
strange or out of the way.

"In his company I Journeyed to the 
south-eastern part of the Island, in­
land among the hills covered with 
thick virgin forest, where there'Is a 
district practically unknown, wk.xe 
white visitors can/be numbered on 
the fingers of one hand. This is the 
region Inhabited by the Mkodos.
. “It was while among these natives 

that I was witness to what was pro­
bably the most horrible sight 1 have 
ever seen. Their religion consiste In 
the worship of their sacred tree, one 
of the most wonderful freaks of Na­
ture. To this tree they offer human 
sacrifice.

An Appalling Ceremony.
"The sacred tree la most remarkable 

in appearance. Its trunk, which rarely 
risea ten feet above the ground, Is of 
a strange, barrel-like shape, covered 
with a quaint mosaic sort of bark, 
looking llk,e nothing so much as a ql-j
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point as sharp as a needle. They were 
plentifully strewn with huge, venom­
ous looking thorns.

“These leaves could! dot have been 
less than fifteen Inches thick In the 
centre, and hung down Inertly along, 
the trunk, their point trailing In the j 
earth. Above these there stretched, 
rigidly and horizontally a number of 
branches several feet tit length. Final­
ly, from underneath the plate-Uke ar­
rangement there grew,-pointing up­
ward, half-a-dozen trail looting 
atamans—palpi would be a better 
name, I believe—that shivered con­
stantly, as If agitated by some strong 
wind.

“It seems the plate-like affair on 
top of the trunk contained some thick , 
sweet Juice. This liquid,' which 1s a j 
product of the tree and was probably 
originally intended to attract birds, 
is highly intoxicating, and even a very 
small quantity very soon produces 
coma.

Only Ofie'Chttee,
"When sacrifices take place a wo­

man la forced to climb Into the tree 
and drink. If the ‘derll’ Inside te In 
good humor, then th< girl will, be el- 
lowed to get down ageln In safety. If 
he was feeling ugly, however, then 
the poor girl was out-of-luck. Exactly 
how the tree was going to prevent her 
Jumping down I could not make out 
but I was to learn eventually.

"One evening my guide presented 
himself to me and tolfl me that what 
he had been waiting for would take 
place that night

"That night having made the chief 
a present to Insure tb*t I would he 
welcome to witness their ceremony, I 
followed the tribe Into tbe forest. 
They mads their way to the scared 
tree, and round It built twelve fires, 
so that the whole surroundings were 
lit up brightly. Then they disposed 
themselves about them and made 
themselves at home, some eating, but 
most of them drinking huge gourd- 
fuis of native ferment

"Very soon they were all of them 
more or less Intoxicated, both the 
men and the women, with the excep­
tion of a young girl nearby, who 
neither spoke nor moved, but glanced 
about ber ae.lt she were terrified ont 
of her wits.

i ‘ “Suddenly without warning the yell­
ing ceased and they scattered away 
like frightened deer. The crucial point 
bad arrived1. For a moment there was 
complete silence hut for the crackling 
of the fires. Intuition told me that the 
girl I had noted before was the one 
that was tp be the sacrifice. I looked 
at her and saw mortal terror Imprint­
ed on her features. Yet tor the life of 
me I could not Imagine why. and put 
down her fear to Imagination.

Begging For Merey.
"By nojr the first group of dancers 

had somewhat recovered, and. sud- 
denly springing up, rushed upon the 
poor girl with unearthly shrieks and 
yells. They Surrounded her, and with

N.B.--Our Store will be closed on Mon 
day, January 3rd, for Stocktaking.

Still Hope for
Missing Balloonists.

American Airmen May Be Safe Mk the 
Wilds ef Northern Quebec. \

New York, Dec. 24.—(By Canadian’ 
Press)—A mother and two children 
are carrying-on their preparations.for 
Christmas at 1701 Woodbine Street, 
Ridgewood, N.J., while the secret that 
will spell their happiness or misery 
lies somewhere in the wilds of North­
ern Quebec.

In the snowbound northern dis­
trict of that province must have de­
scended the United States naval bal­
loon A-859Î, which set out in a vio­
lent gale from Rockaway on Decem­
ber IS last, with three United States 
naval officers who were Intent upon 
setting up a new record. The little 
family that watts for the solution of 
the secret, Is that of Lieut. Stephen 
A. Farrell, one of the officers of the 
balloon. News received from Ottawa 
last night that. Lieutenant Evans, who 
is new In the Canadian' capital di­
recting the search for the missing 
balloonists, believes the men are be­
ing cared for by traders er Indians 
In the Quebec lake country has buoy­
ed up their spirits and it was in an 
optimistic spirit that the mother and
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; about the With ber as phe spoke stood her 
to-morrow’s two children, Eugene, fifteen years 

woùid were Old, and Emily, fourteen yearn old. 
Cbriatmas Eugene has carefully studied all tbe 

Information received concerning the 
»peW ask- visaing balloon. Over maps of the

her two little eues wen 
work bt preparing for 
festival Just as they 
"daddy” tô be with them an 
Day.

"Why àhçuld I give up h 
ed Mrs. Anna L. Farrell, somewhat 
proudly, In reply to the questions that 

■ were put to her to-day.
"Has. not my Ausband frequently 

gone away on long tripe from home 
oa duty and been out of communica­
tion tor days and days. It is bis 
duty." - . > -

Floral TributeswMch had been left by her mother be­
fore going down-town shopping. He 
took her to the parlor and played lit­
tle Jingles and Christmas songs on the 
plane for her.

When aha told him tire would have 
to return to school, he said:

"Tell your mother I’ll return some 
day and steal everything In the 
house ’’- hut he left without taking

to the Departed.
« f theNothing so nice aa Flowers In time 

of sorrow. We can supply Wreaths 
and Crosses on abort notice, and 
guarantee satisfaction. We will en­
deavour to meet the humblest puree.

"Bay it with Flower».’’
VALLEY NURSERIES,

‘A Ghrist-50, December 22,
■giar with a heart," heeded the 

Ruth Malley, aged 10,. not to 
er Christmas presents when 
ad him fn her home yesterday 
h her return from school for
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