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A BScene in the
Council.

tCanadian Representatives on Their Mettle.

wand like a man

The Pan Presbyterian Council met at | shall stay with us or not.”.

Philadelphia last week and is still in
session. We are unable to give the pro-

ceedings in full. The following from the |and he got oue, Not from Scotland.
excellent report of Monday's proceedings | Prof. Calderwood sat there, calm,intense,

m the New York Sun shows how Cana-

dian delegates are able to hold their gwn | sat with his eyes fixed on the speakers,

amongst their brethren all over the world.
It will be of special interest to our Pres-
byterian readers. It says:—

The Rev. Dr. A, B. Van Zandt, of

New Brunswick, N. J., read a paper on
“Creeds.” He reviewed the objection
usually urged against the aceeptance: of
prescribed formulas of belief, that they
“disparage the Seriptures and check theo-
logical progress, and argued that these
views are based upon a misapprehension
of the use of creeds, which, he said are
ormed not to create, but to express a be-
lief, and which are not made but grow.
In considering the differences which ex-
ist as to the obligations incurred in sub-
scribing to creeds or confessions, the
author advised conservatism in the ex-
ercise of authority.

Prof. Flint's paper on agnosticism
caused a little breeze to sweep over the
Council. The delegates have had two
nights to sleep over this paper and to
weigh carefully its utterances. That
they did so, the somewhat exciting de-
bate of the morning indicates. Perhaps
it was well that the hour of adjournment
brought a sudden stop to the discussion,
for some of these divines were getting
greatly excited. The venerable Dr.
Armstrong, of Norfolk, said that Prof.
Flint had spoken sneeringly of church
discipline, and the Rev. Dr. De Witt, of

" Philadelphia, had characterized some-

thing that the Rev. Principal Grant, of
Canada, had said as most vicious. The
debate revealed one thing very clearly:
That the Scottish and Canadian delegates
favor more of free thought and liberality
than do the American delegates.

The little thorn that had pricked the
delegate who opposed Prof. Flint was an
assertion of his that the failure to com-
prehend or to ghelieve portions of the
Presbyterian dogma was to be overcome
not by church discipline so much as by a
more faithful study and explanation of
dogma. Prof. Flint seemed to intimate
that it was quite possible that the fature
of theology might modify, or at least
clarify these troublesome dogmas. Such
an assertion, coming from so eminent an
authority, was what troubled the strict
constructionists, and gave comfort to the
liberals. It certainly revealed the fact
that there are still some points in that
pillar of the faith, the Westministe
catechism, that some of the clergy are
not at all clear about. Prof. Flint.
while claiming that it tended to the
spread of any further light, or that in-
vestigation in theology can go no further
by inference, at least opened the way for
permitting the doubting Presbyterian to
remain inside the fold.. That is some-
thing that some of the delegates plainly
felt would never do. ;

No sooner had the morning papers
been read than Dr. Andrews. mounted
the platform-and raised his voice in vig-
orous protest- against such an utterance,
and he attracted attention to himself
strangely enough by saying at the outset
that Prof. Flint had spoken sneeringly
of clurch discipline. Dr. Andrews
wanted to know how you were going to
stop thyt propogation of error except
through church discipline. Here the
venerabls gentleman waxed hot. = “‘Is.it
honorabla” asked he, ““Is it honorable
for a minijter to go on preaching in my
denomination who believes in what my
church doey not believe, what it in fact
abhors? Lkt such a minister go out of
the church, And then let him teach what
he pleases.”

This caused'some confusion. It was
getting right diwn to the marrow of the
most vital quesfion that stares clergymen
to-day in the fack, and which one dele-
gate expressed thus: ‘‘Shall we, holding
commissions to preach from the Presby-
terian Church, and not believing in all
points precisely, as the accepted interpre-
tation of the creed requires us to believe
stay in the church or go outside of it ?”

Several delegates rese to reply, but
not one Scotchman or Irishman. It
seemed to be the feeling among them
that as Dr. Flint had been accused of
sneering by an American, they would
leave it for Americans to defend him.
A youthful American divine, Dr. Boggs,
got-the platform, and while he was more
gentle in his use of terms his condemn-
ation of Prof. Flint's utterances was no
less marked than was that of Dr.
Andrews. Dr.. Boggs asserted categori-
cally—and he faced Prof. Flint and made
his assertion sternly—that the great dis.
coveries in theology are behind us—not
in the future. Theology, he said wa8
allied to“astronomy in this respect, and
to geology. When Dr. Boggs made this
point blank asserticn, the impetuous
blood of Principal Grant of Canada
caused him to rise and it seemed as
though he was to speak then and there.
But he restrained himself andswaited his

spportunity. . Dr. Flint who ranks with |

the ablest theoleians vf Ureat Brtan

but he made no motion as of rising. Dr.
Watts sat with'bowed head. Principal
Cairn showed no disposition of defend-
ing his friend. In fact the silence of
Scotland was,impressive.

Canada sent a fiery delegate to tne
theologian's defence, The Rev. Princi-
pal Grant hurled back the accusation
that Dr. Flint had sneered, ‘‘I detected
no sneer sir, in Prof. Flint's address.
He 18 not the man to sneer. He has the
courage of his opinions, and he will say
boldly what he believes without any
sneering. What he meant to convey
was that if we try to reach doubt. by
church discipline, instead of by an effort
for ‘broader, clearer thought aind a deeper
search into the truths of theology—if
thus we try to reach, doubtless we shall
lead the way to agnosticism.” Here
there was applause, and none applauded
louder than did many of the Scotch dele-
gates.  Principal Grant then made a
bold assault. Think of the advance of
liberalism when a Scotch Canadian Pres-
byterian faces the leaders of this Church
from all over the world and says these
words:' “We do errif we say the West-
minister Catechism is beyond the region
of inquiry. Creeds grow and how can
there be growth unless there is liberty of
thought. You say to a minister, if he
has doubts about the accuracy of your in-
terpretation, ‘Go out. of the church.’
You say no honest man should stay in if
he has doubt. You call him dishonest if
he does stay in. I say no, no, let the
Church cast him out if it will.” There
was more applause, but there were many
delegates who heard the vehement pro-
tests and utterances with solemn faces.
¢Js the church afraid of liberty ?" were
Principal Grant's closing words, and- he
said them in ringing tones whose echo
seemed to be heard above the applause
they occasioned. ’

Principal Cavan of Toronto, a man of
quiet method of speech, told the dele-
gates plainly that in his opinion it was a
life or death question with the Presby-
terian Church whether you can expect
such progress in dogma that you can dis-
cipline for not accepting it. Thus again
from Canada came the intimation of a
protest against what Prof. Grant called
““illiberality.”

Then a zealous, fiery young divine, the
Rev. Mr. McDonnell of Toronto, mount-
ed the platform. He plunged boldly
into his subject. He spoke with the
rapidity that comes fr.m oveflowing
thought. He asked whether it was ex-

cise its unquestioned right of disciplining.
“The question to-day is, what is the
faith? A young man full of the desire
to preach salvation, and believing that
he is prepared for it, is brought up all
standing by the creed. He can’t make
it all out, in the way the church inter-
prets it. What are you going to do with
him? Shall he be forbidden to preach ?
He asks you whether you have any right
to impose on him conditions that Christ
did not impose. Well, you tell him
there arc other churches, fifty others
that he can go and preach in, but you
don’t find anything in the New Testa-
ment about fifty churches. Only one is
spoken of there, Suppose you send such
a man over to the Methodists or Congre-
gationalists. The first thing you do is
to exehange pulpits with him and call
him ‘beloved brother.” Thus you admit
that you restrict as Christ did not re-
strict. Now I suggest that you reduce
to a few weil-defined articles that are ab-
solutely essential your creed, and require
your minister to stand by these and hold
his own views about the non-essentials.”
There was more applause when this dar-
ing divine had finished.
Dr. De Witt of Philadelphia was the
last speaker. He said that Prof. Flint
had uot sneered. He also said that he
regarded the assertions made by Princi-
pal Grant as most vicious.
The chairman’s hammer here brought
discussion to an end, but the delegates
kept it up among themselves, some of
them until the afternoon hour.

e o ———
Leier HoNT o Burns. —*“ It has been
well observed by somebody,” says Leigh
Hunt, *‘ that Burns was not so unedu-
cated a man as is supposed. He had
books, and some good teaching, and was
acquainted, at an early period, with
some of the best writers. The intelli-
gent part of what are called ,the ‘unedu-
cated are apt to be better instructed than
is supposed, and many a workman and
peasant would surprise people, if they
{alked with him, with the amount of his
acquired knowledge and his habits of re-
flection.” In the same essay in
which he makes this remark, Hunt adds:
“When the Scottish poet wrote
English only, he sometimes affect-
ed._words fine enough. It was the
| only evidence of a defective education

betraved by his style,’

11
Attacked thus furiously by two Ameri

cans, Dr. Flint had need of a champion VERY GREAT‘—’DISCOU NT l

pedient for the Church always to exer- |-
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but quiet. The. impulsive Dr. Hutton .

Ni all of said Si well
e ey hertons i s potlio to sl Cheaper tham any eiber
House in County. s
&
MY STOCK OF

Farners' Bulers & General Hardvare is/(lomplcic,

which I want to run off quickly.
-t

COME AND BUY AT SUCH PRICES AS WILL PLEASE TOU. !

Fresh Grround W ater I ime in Stock.
AGENT FOR BEST STEEL BARB FENCE WIRE.

R, W. McKEBENZIE

1751-4m.

RDWARE STOCK/

JOH.

HE WILIT. NOT BE TUNDERSOLD.

Inspect.on of my Mammoth Stock is respectfully invited. Every line complete.
JOHN ACHESON, Square, Goderich.

1752

BOOTS AND SHOES.
1 & J. DOWNING

A iv SE STOCK of Boots and
Have just received an lmm quality and very low in

e termined to vemCu-tommmebeneﬂlofemrhnoeudca ital in placing be
fm"(‘: Ltt::l.;n%cvury v:rlcty 51‘ Goods in our line and at such prices as will defy the keenest compe
tition. Please cal! and examine our goods and prices whether you buy or not.

- Custom Work receives our special attention and every effort made to suit and ples
E. & J. DOWNING, Crabb's Block

1<y
our customers.

TO THE "RADE.—LEATHER and FINDINGS in any quantity, and at lowest prices. 17581)

The Square, - - - Groderioh.

Ea,rly " Fal_l Goods |

JAMES A. REID

Has just received a choice ot of

Black and Col red Cashmeres,

Lustres, Prints, Winceys, Shirti Flannels, Valverl%ni, Silks, Fringes, Hosiery, Gloves,
&c., suitable for the early Trade.

T&' LORING Departmgntﬁ:ﬁrm Coatings, &¢. " Suits mads Sder in frse:

c le and at low rates for oth bought cut of charge.
B s, e ahis o Show B0ote. JAMES A. REID,
new,—. a ow . 3
o = 1751 Manchester House, Godericb.

MEDICAL HALL,

GODERICH.

F. JORDAN,

Chemist and Druggist,
MARKET SQUARE, GODERICH.
Whole?).le and Retail Dealer in Drugs, Paints, Oils, Dye Stuffs, Artist Colors,

Chemicals,
tent Medicines, Horse and e Medicines, Perfumery, Toilet Articles, &c.
& Physicians' Prescriptions carefully dispensed."&3 1751

~ CARRIAGES.

9

DOMINION G ORKS,

GODERICH.

Open Ty Buggle;mﬁar:;ges e, o fand

Wowllluutmu%forthe balance ef the season, to make room for winter work. A few
few second hand Rigs for sale CHEAP.

&7 A few GOOD HORSES will be taken in exchange for Rigs. .

MORTON & CRESSMAN, Proprietors

22~ OPPOSITE: COLBORNE HOTEL. -z
1751 1m.

GEORGE CATTLE,
Chemist & Druggist,

Dealer in Pure Drugs and Chemicals, Fancy and Toilet Articles, &c.

Imported Havana and Domestic Cigars, Pipes, Tobaccos, &c.

Physicians’ Prescriptions and Family Receipts carefully prepared at all hours.

COURT HOUSE SQUARE.

1751

J. C. Detlor & Co.

Have made a Big Strike and offer their customers the benefit. They have purchased severa
lines of Goods BY THE CASE, thereby saved a la discount. Thg call special
i attention to their stock of DI RESS G-OODS.
Also a range of

DRESS SILKS AT 66 CENTSI

CHEAP AT 90 CENTS.

2 Cases Blankets, Bia JoB IN PRICE. 1 Case Canton Flannels, extra value. 1 Case Grey FlaaZ
nels, special value. 1 Case Winceys, best value‘m the market.

The Ordered Tailoring Department in full blast.
Soveral Cases choice Scotch and English Tweeds ; 86Veral Cases choice Over-Coatings.
B. McCORMAC, Cutter.
TERMS CASH.

1751 J. C. DETLOR & CO.

ONE OF THE OLDEST AND MOST RELIABLE
) REMEDIES IN THE WORLD FOR
THE CURE OF

Coughs, Colds, Hoarseness, Sore
e Throat, Bronchitis, Influenza,
¥ ‘ Croup, Whooping Cough,
< Asthma, and every
affection of the
Throat, Lungs, and Chest,
including

CONSUMPTION.

l A WELL-KNOWN PHYSICIAN WRITES.
It does not dry up a cough, and leave the causs
behind, as is the case with most preparations, '
but loosens ¢, cleanses the lungs and allays srvi-
tation, thus removing the cause of complaint.”
DO NOT BE DECEIVED by articles
bearing & similar name. Be sure ME:DI.
WISTAR'S BALSAM OF WIL! »
with the signature of *‘I. BUTTS” on the
r. 50 Cents and $1.00 a Bottle. Pre-
Em.bgosny W. Fowrs & Sows, Boston,
ass. Id by druggists and dealers generally.

Extensive Premises and Splendid New Stock.

G BABRBBRTY,.

CABINET- MAKER AND UNDERTAKE

Hamilton Street, Goderich.

= o

=

rtment of Kitchen, Bed-room, Dining Room and Parlor Furniture, such as Ta-
bl‘:s.gglﬂ rs ha:nr. (':‘ane and wood seated), Cupboards, Bed-steads, Mattresses, Wash-stands,
Lounges, So}u. What-Nots, Looking Glasses.

N. B.—A complete assortment of Coffins and Shrouds always on hand, also Hearses for hire
at reasonable rates.

Picture Framing a specialty.—A call solicited.

Red, White and Blue!

Acheson G EC—SEG E Acheson

JUST ARRIVED,

New Dress Goods, Gloves & Hosiery,

SELLING CHEAP.
= BOUND TO GIVE BARGAINS} 1761

1751 G. BARRY.

7

A Protected Solution of the Protexide of Irem,

Is as easily digested and assimilated with the
blood as the simplest food. When the bloed
does not contain the usual quantity of Iron, the
deficiency can be lnppliez by the use of the
PERUVIAN SYRUP. Itcures a ‘ thousand
ills ” simply by Towina Up, INvicoRaTING, and
Virauizing the system. The enriched and
vitalized blood permeates every part of the
body, repairing s and waste,

out morbid secretions, and leaving nothing for
disease to feed upon. This is the secret of the
wonderful success of this remedy in curing

Dyspepsia, Liver Complaint, Boils,
Dropsy, Chronic Diarrhea,
Nervous Affections, Female
Complaints,

::dbl.;:)d diseases originating in a bad state of

, or accompanied by debi i !
mdthctynwn:‘ e
CAUTION.—Be sure you get the *PE-
RUVIAN SYRUP.” 8old by druggists gener-
ally. Pamphlets sent fres to any address by
Szre W. FowLn & Sows, Proprle‘orqs 86 Har
rison Avenue, Boston, Mass.

for Fall and Winter wear, of
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