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The Pan Presbyterian Council met at 
Philadelphia last week and is still in 
.session. We are unable to give the pro- 
c edings in full. The follçwing from the 
excellent report of Monday’s proceedings 
in the New Yorjt Sun shows how Cana
dian delegates are able to hold their çwn 
amongst their brethren all over the world.
It will be of special interest to onr Pres
byterian readers. It says:—

The Rev. Dr. A. B. Van Zandt, of 
New Brunswick, N. J., read a paper on 
“Creeds." He reviewed the objection 
usually urged against the acceptance of 
prescribed formulas of belief, that they 

‘disparage the Scriptures and check theo
logies! progress, and argued that these 
views are based upon a misapprehension 
of the use of creeds, which, he said are 
ormed not to create, but to express a be
lief, and which are not made but grow.
In considering the differences which ex
ist aa to the obligations incurred in sub
scribing to creeds or confessions, the 
author advised conservatism in the ex
ercise of authority.

Prof. Flint’s paper on agnosticism 
caused a little breeze to sweep over the 
Council. The delegates have had two" 
nights to sleep over this paper and to 
weigh carefully its utterances. That 
they did so, the somewhat exciting de
bate of the morning indicates. Perhaps 
it was well that the hour of adjournment 
brought a sudden stop to the discussion, 
for some of these divines were getting 
greatly excited. The venerable Dr.
Armstrong, of Norfolk, said that Prof.
Flint had spoken sneeringly of church 
discipline, and the Rev. Dr. De Witt, of 
Philadelphia, had characterized some
thing that the Rev. Principal Grant, of 
Canada, had said as most vicious. The 
debate revealed one thing very clearly:
That the Scottish and Canadian delegates 
favor more of free thought and liberality 
than do the American delegates.

The little thorn tliat had pricked the 
delegate who opposed Prof. Flint was an 
assertion of his that the failure to com
prehend or to Relieve portions of the 
Presbyterian dogma was to be overcome 
not by church discipline so much as by a 
more faithful study and explanation of 
dogma. Prof. Flint seemed to intimate 
that it was quite possible that the fffture 
of theology might modify, or at least 
clarify ^hese troublesome dogmas. Such 
an assertion, coming from so eminent an 
authority, was what troubled the strict 
constructionists, and gave comfort to the 
liberals. It certainly revealed the fact 
that there are still some points in that 
pillar of the faith, the Westministe 
catechism, that some of the clergy are ^ the platform. 
not at all clear about. Prof. Flint, 
while claiming that it tended to the 
spread of any further light, or that in
vestigation in theology can go no further 
by inference, at least opened the way for 
permitting the doubting Presbyterian to 
remain inside the fold.. That is some
thing tliat some of the delegates plainly 
felt would never do.

No sooner had the morning papers 
been read than Dr. Andrews mounted 
the platform and raised his voice in vig
orous protest- against such an utterance, 
anti he attracted attention" to himself 
strangely enough by saying at the outset 
that Prof. Flint had spoken sneeringly 
of ^cVurch discipline. Dr. Andrews 
wanteA to know how you were gofng'to 
stop tint propogation of error except 
through church discipline. Hero the 
venerabb gentleman waxed hot. “Is.it 
honot»bii5,” asked he, “Is it honorable 
for a minister to go on preaching in my 
denomination who believes in wliat my 
church doei not believe, what it in fact 
abhors ? I^t such a minister go out of 
the church, tnd then let him teach what 
he pleases." ,

This caused some confusion. It was 
getting right d<\wn to the marrow of the 
most vital question that stares clergymen 
to-day in the fact, and which one dele
gate expressed thus: “Shall we, holding 
commissions to piyach from the Presby
terian Church, and not believing in all 
points precisely, as Vie accepted interpre
tation of the creed r«quires us to believe 
stay in the church or go outside of it ?”

Several delegates ruse to reply, but 
not one Scotchman or Irishman. It 
seemed to be the feeling among them 
tliat as Dr. Flint had been accused of 
sneering by an American, they would 
leave it for Americans to defend him.
A youthful American divine, Dr. Boggs, 
got the platform, And while he was more 
gentle in his use of terms his condemn
ation of Prof. Flint’s utterances was no 
less marked than was that of Dr.
Andrews. Dr. Boggs asserted categori
cally—and he faced Prof. Flint and ~~iade 
his assertion sternly—that the great dis. 
coveries in theology are behind us—not 
in the future. Theology, he said wa8 
allied to‘astronomy in this respect, and 
to geology. When Dr. Boggs made this 
point blank assertion, the impetuous 
blood of Principal Grant of Canada 
caused him to rise and it seemed as 
though he was to speak then and there.
But he restrained himself and waited his 
opportunity Dr Flint who ranks with 
the ablest thetdo-gissa vl Great Britain,

unmanly for Is 
to eonseal them! 
ward like a man : 
doubts, and then we can say whether he 
shall stay with ua or not"

Attacked thus furiously by two Ameri
cana, Dr. Flint had need of a champion 
and he got one, Not from Scotland. 
Prof. Calderwood eat there, calm,intense, 
but quiet The impulsive Dr. Hutton 
sat with his eyes fixed on the speakers, 
but he made no motion as of rising. Dr. 
Watts sat with'bowed head. Principal 
Cairn showed no disposition of defend
ing his friend. In fact the silence of 
Scotland was.impresaive.

Canada sent a fiery delegate to tne 
theologian’s defence, The Rev. Princi
pal Grant hurled back the accusation 
that Dr. Flint had sneered, “I detected 
no sneer sir, in Prof. Flint’s address. 
He is not the man to sneer. He has the 
courage of his opinions, and he will say 
boldly what he believe# without any 
sneering. What he meant to convey 
was that if we try to reach doubt, liy 
church discipline, instead of by an effort 
for broader, clearer thought and a deeper 
search into the truths of theology—if 
thus we try to reach, doubtless we shall 
lead the way to agnosticism.’’ Here 
there was applause, and none applauded 
louder than did many of the Scotch dele
gates. Principal Grant then made a 
bold assault. Think of the advance of 
liberalism when a Scotch Canadian Pres
byterian faces the leaders of this Church 
from all over the world and says these 
words:- “We do err if we say the West
minister Catechism is beyond the region 
of inquiry. Creeds grow and how can 
there be growth unless there is liberty of 
thought. You say to a minister, if he 
has doubts about the accuracy of your in
terpretation, ‘Go out of the church. 
You say no honest man should stay in if 
he has doubt. You call him dishonest if 
he does stay in. I say no, no, let the 
Church cast him out if it will.’’ There 
was more applause, but there were many 
delegates who heard the vehement pro
tests and utterances with solemn faces. 
“Is the church afraid of liberty ?" were 
Principal Grant’s closing words, and he 
said them in ringing tones whose echo 
seemed to be heard above the applause 
they occasioned.

Principal Cavan of Toronto, a man of 
quiet method of speech, told the dele
gates plainly that in his opinion it was a 
life or death question with the Presby
terian Church whether you can expect 
such progress in dogma that you can dis
cipline for not accepting it. Thus again 
froin Canada came the intimation of a 
protest against what Prof. Grant called 
“illiberality."

Then a zealous, fiery young divine, the 
Rev. Mr. McDonnell of Toronto, mount- 

He plunged boldly 
into his subject. He spoke with the 
rapidity that comes fr. .n oveflowing 
thought. He asked whether it was ex
pedient for the Church always to exer
cise its unquestioned right of disciplining. 
“The question to-day is, what is the 
faith ? A young man full of the desire 
to preach salvation, and believing that 
he is prepared for it, is brought up all 
standing by the creed. He can’t make 
it all out, in the way the church inter
prets it. What are you going to do with 
him ? Shall he be forbidden to preach ? 
He asks you whether you have any right 
to impose on him conditions that Christ 
did not impose. Well, you tell him 
there arc other churches, fifty others 
•that he can go and preach in, but you 
don’t find anything in the New Testa
ment about fifty churches. Only one is 
spoken of there. Suppose you send such 
a man over to the Methodists or Congre- 
gationalists. The first thing you do is 
to exchange pulpits with him and call 
him ‘beloved brother. ’ Thus you admit 
tliat you restrict as Christ did not re
strict. Now I suggest that you reduce 
to a few weil-defined articles that are ab
solutely essential your creed, and require 
your minister to stand by these and hold 
his own views about the non-essentials. 
There was more applause when this dar
ing divine had finished.

Dr. De Witt of Philadelphia was the 
last speaker. He said that Prof. Flint 
had uot sneered. He also said that he 
regarded the assertions made by Princi
pal Grant as most vicious.

The chairman’s hammer here brought 
discussion to an end, but the delegates 
kept it up among themselves, some of 
them until the afternoon hour.

Stock
JOHN

X T>. FŒBOUSON

VERY GREAT DISCOUNT I

the pest lewhas opened out

Nearly all of said Stock, as well a* my own original Stock, was beught before the Advance 
at hardware. I am therefore la a position to sell1 Cheaper than any ether 

i la the teeaty. a
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Inspect on ol my Mammoth Stock Is respectfully Invited. Every line complete.
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JOHN ACHBSON, Square, Goderich.

MY STOCK OF

which I want to run off quickly.
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Leigh Hunt on Burns.—“ It has been 
well observed by somebody," says Leigh 
Hunt, “ that Burns was not so unedu
cated a man as is supposed. He had 
books, and some good teaching, and was 
acquainted, at an early period, with 
some of the best writers. The intelli
gent part of what are called ,tlra unedu
cated are apt to be better instructed than 
is supposed, and many a workman and 
peasant would surprise people, if they 
talked with him, with the amount of his 
acquired knowledge and his habits of re
flection.” In the same essay in 
which he makes this remark, Hunt adds: 
“ When the Scottish poet wrote 
English only, he sometimes affect
ed words fine enough. It was the 
only evidence of a defective education 
betrayed by Ins style.

BOOTS AND SHOES.
tp. sc cr. ido w nsrinsTGi-
,H,vc just received an ™ “d WÜ““*

We ate determined to rireomC—r,
'ou bu* *

zar C ustom Work receive, our special attention and every effort made to suit and plea 
our customers. K. A J. DOWNING. Crabb's Block

~|~Y f ~|\/rr!~p^ FPi~KT,(/i I Hi TO Tin: "KADK. I-katukr and riND.NO» in any quantity, and at lowest prices. 11751)

The Square, - Ooderioh.

OOXS AOT BUT AT BUGS PRICES AS WILL PLSA8S TOU.

Fresh Q-round Water Lime in Stools.
AGENT FOR BEST STEEL BARB FENCE WIRE.

17514 m.

Early Fall Goods ! gareiages.

JAMES A. REID
Hae juet received * choice otof

Black: and. Ool red Cashmeres, *
Lustres. Prints. Winceys. Shirtings. Flannels, Vduetins, Silks, Fringes. Hosiery, Gloves, 

fltc., suitable for the early FMI Trade.

CAREME
GODERICH.

TAILORING Department.—W^Ld Coatings, Ac. Suits made to order In llret-
claas style and at low rates for cash. All cloth bought cut free of charge.

Felt Hats, Ties, Collars. Shirts and Drawere-cheap.
Stock all new.---- No trouble to show goods. ];M J M^âtorHouee, Goderich. A LARGE STOCK OF

MEDICAL iTaTu Open Top Buggies, Carriages, k,
GODERICH.

F. JORDAN,
Chemist and Druggist,

...... . MARKET SQUARE, GODERICH.
Wholesale and Retail Dealer In Drugs, Chemicals, Potato, Oils, Dye Stuffs, Artist Colors, 

Patent Medicines. Horse and Cattle Medicines, Perfumery, Toilet Articles, Ac. 
tr Physicians’ Prescriptions carefully dispensed.’»

GEORGE CATTLE,

Chemist & Druggist,
Dealer In Pure Drugs and Chemicals, Fancy and Toilet Articles, Ac.

We will sell cheap for the balance ef the season, to meke room for winter work. A few 
few second hand Rigs for sale Cheat.

Of A few OOOD HORSES will be taken In exchange for Rigs. . .

MORTON & CHESSMAN, Proprietors
OPPOSITE- COLBORNE HOTEL

1741 lm.

Imported Havana and Domestic Cigars, Pipes, Tobaccos, &c.

Physicians' Prescriptions and Family Receipts carefully prepared at all hours.

1751
COURT HOUSE SQUARE.

J. C. Detlor & Co.
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Hare made a Big Strike and offer their customers the benefit. They have purchased severe 
lines of Goods by the case, thereby saved o targedtecount.Thvr call special 

attention to their stock of DRBBB Q-OODS.
Also a range of

DRESS SILKS AT 65 CENTS I
CHEAP AT 90 CENTS.

2 Cases Blankets Bio Job in Price. 1 Case Canton Flannels extra value. 1 Caae Grey Flaai 2 cases manuels.^ Bpeci(J ya]uc , CMe Winceys, beat raine,»» the market.

The Ordered Tailoring Department in full blast.
Several Case, choice Scotch and English Tweed. ; Wveral Cases^oice Over.Coatta^^

1-51 TERMS °ASH. j c DKTL0B St CO.

ONE OF THE OtOEST ANO MOST REUASLE 
REMEDIES IN THE WONU) FOR 

THE CURE OF
Coughs, Colds, Hoarseness, Sore 

Throat, Bronchitis, Influenza, 
Croup, Whooping Cough, 

Asthma, and every 
affection of the

Throat, Lungs, and Chest,
including

CONSUMPTION.
A WELL-KNOWN PHYSICIAN WRITES i 

“ B does not dry up a cough, and Isoes As scum . 
behind, at is the case with moat preparations, 
but loosens if, daansas the lungs and allays irri
tation, thus removing the sauss of eomptiwet.”

DO NOT EE DECEIVED by article, 
bearing a similar name. Be sure yon get DR. 
WISTAB’S BALSAM OF WILD CHEERY, 
with the signature of “ I. BUTTS ” on the 

er. 60 Cents and SLOO s Bottle. Pre- 
by Site W. Fowls * Sons, Boston, 

old by druggists and dealers generally.

Extensive Premises and Splendid New Stock.

G- ZB .A. ZEî, ZR "X",
CABINET- MAKER AND UNDERTAKER,

Hamilton Street, Goderich.
. _ ... ni.k™ Red mnm Dining Room and Parlor Furniture, such as Ta-

>- ’ Cupboards, Bed-steads, Mattresses. Wash-stand* 
Lounge^ BolM. WhaVNots. Looking Glasses.

N. B.-A complete assortment of Coffins and Shrouds always on hand, also Hearses for hire 
at reasonable rates.

Picture Framing a specialty.----A call solicited. 1751 O. BARKY.

Red, White and Blue !

Acheson G EO RG E Acheson

JUST ARRIVED,

New Dress Goods, Gloves & Hosiery,
SBXiIjI3STGV CHEAP-

bound to give bargainsj 1761
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A Protected Solution of the Pretedde ef he* 
Is as easily digested end assimilated with the 
blood as the simplest food. When the blood 
does not contain the usual quantity of Iron, the 
deficiency can be supplied by the use of the 
PER U VIAN 8 FR UP. It cures a “ thousand 
ills ” simply by Toning Cr, Intioohatino, and 
Vitalizing the system. The enriched and 
vitalized blood permeates every part of the 
body, repairing damages and waste, searching 
out morbid secretions, and leaving nothing for 
disease to feed upon. This is the secret of the 
wonderful success of this remedy in curing
Dyspepsia. Liver Complaint, Boils, 

Dropsy, Chronic Diarrheas, 
Nervous Affections, Female 

Complaints,
And all diseases originating in a bad state of 
the blood, or accompanied by debility, or a low 
state of the system.

CAUTION.—Be sure you get the “PE
RUVIAN SIRUP." Sold by druggists geaer- 
ally. Pamphlets sent frst to any address by 
Sara W. Fowls A Sons, Proprietors 86 Har
rison Avenue, Boston, Mass. s

TS
L il


