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The Second Beading Carried-

As will be seen by reference to 
our acccount of parliamentary 
proceedings, a vote on theysecond 
reading of the remedial bill was 
reached in the House of Commons 
early on Friday morning last, after 
a sitting of about 39 hours. When 
the vote was taken, there were in 
the chamber, including Mr. 
Speaker, 207 of the 215 members 
that constitute the House of Com­
mons. As the Speaker did not vote, 
the members on the floor of the 
House and voting .numbered 206. 
On Mr. Laurier’s amendment the 
vote stood 115, (108 Conservatives 
and 7 Liberals) against the amend­
ment, and 91, (73 Grits and 18 
Conservatives,including McCarthy 
and O’Brien) for the amendment 
This gave the Government a ma­
jority of 24. On the second di­
vision, the jteaowd 
bill, the- Govtrtimtpt's majority 
was 18, the'reduction of six votes 
being caused by Messrs. Hughes, 
Ross and McGiliivray, who voted 
against Laurier’s amendment, vot­
ing also against the second reading. 
The eight members, who did not 
vote, are thus accounted for : Sir 
Donald Smith and Mr. ;Rowand 
were paired ; Hon. Mr. Montague, 
and Messrs. Corby and Denison 
Conservatives, are absent 'through 
illness, and three constituencies, 
Pontiac, Soulanges and Mississiqui 
formerly held by Government 
supporters, are vacant. The only 
Grit that did not vote was Mr. 
Rowand, who was paired with Sir 
Donald Smith. Supposing the 
seven Grits, who voted with the 
Government, had followed their 
Leader, still the Government 
would have had a majority of ten 
over Grits and dissenting conser­
vatives, on the first division, and a 
net majority of 4 on the second 
vote.

While a country maintains 
good volume.and value of export 
trade, the industrial conditions 
may confidently be consid 
ered sound, and the future of 
the country secure. That is the 
condition of Canada; but since 
our neighbors in the United States 
voted in 1892 for “ a change" and 
got it in 1894, the exports of that 
country have rapidly declined. 
For 1895 the domestic export was 
$793,000,000, or $73,000,000 less 
than for the previous year, which 
in turn, though somewhat higher 
than for 1893, was $146,000,000 
less than the exports of 1892 ; that 
is, since 1892 the annual export 
trade in United States products 
has declined by no less than $222,- 
000,000. During the same year 
Canada exports show an increase. 
The contrast is instructive. The 
United States voted for a change. 
Canada didn’t ; and what’s more 
she’s not going to do so.—Halifax 
Herald.

Orange Past Grand Master 
Robinson, of Manitoba, the other 
day, in response to a toast touch­
ing on the Manitoba schools, said 
“ he was in favor of one common 
school system. At the same time 

ling of the he had the utmopfe confidence in 
* Sir McKenzie -Bowêll, and looked 

upon him as one of the best states­
men Canada had ever had, but he 
had been placed in a very awkward 
situation, and so could do nothing 
else than he had done. He whs in 
the house when the arrangement 
was made, and it was no more than 
his duty to see that the law was 
carried out He did not see that 
the Dominion Government could 
have adopted any other course 
than that which they had. He 
believed in a settlement by the 
local government As things had 
turned out the Catholic minority 
would get more than if it had been 
settled by the Province. Hè was 
entirely in favor of fair play all 
round, and of insisting on all pro­
mises to the minority being kept" 
Mr. Robinson was on more than 
one occasion interrupted, but he 
persisted in stating his opinion on 
this subject freely and fearlessly.

It is a source of the highest 
gratification to all lovers of justice 
and fair play ; all lovers of con­
stitutional and representative gov 
ernment to know that, in spite of 
the desperate attempts made by 
the opponents of the Government, 
to wreck the administration, by 
fomenting racial and religious 
discord, the remedia^jnlL -passed 
its second reading by such a re­
spectable majority. What a con­
trast between the conduct of the 
Government and that of the op­
position. Here was a question 
arising out of the constitution of 
the country ; forced upon the Gov­
ernment for settlement without 
desire on their park As

_ ^ w
ôhseqoences to themselves, 

pushed it to a vote. On the other 
hand. Mr. Laurier and his friends, 
always waiting McCawber-like, 
for “ something to turn up,” in the 
most contemptible manner, work­
ed the question for all it was 
worth to gain party advantage. 
They took council with the 
authors of the unjust and tyranni­
cal Manitoba school law, and ad­
vised them to hold out no hope of 
an amicable settlement. The 
Government relied upon the spirit 
of justice and fair play pervading 
the Canadian people and especial­
ly the people’s representatives, tod 
they have not been disappointed. 
Justice has so far triumphed. All 
honor, to the men who have so 
nobly performed their duty, in 
the face of the unhallowed in­
fluences exerted against them.

Although we do not publish the 
division list, our readers will 
readily see from a perusal of the 
names of those who went against 
their party, how our Island mem­
bers voted. Messrs. McDonald 
and McLean, of course, voted 
against Mr. Laurier’s amendment 
and for the second reading of the 
bill. Messrs. Davies, Walsh and 
Yeo, voted against the Govern­
ment in both divisions. But what 
about Ferry the “noble?" This 
was a measure to redress a griev­
ance; to right a wrong from 
which his compatriots and co-re- 
ligionsts in Manitoba are suffer­
ing. Here was an opportunity for 
him to do something " noble.” 
Surely he did not miss it I Yes 
he did ; we look in vain for his 
qwn*. in the list of those who 
Voted to grant relief to Mr. Perrjr’s 
countrymen and co-religionists in 
Manitoba. In his old j 
thought proper to place 
record as the oppressor of his 
countrymen and the contemner of 
the religion he professes. This is 
the most “ ignoble” act of his poli­
tical career. Shame !

The speech which the Provin­
cial Government placed in the 
Lieutenant Governor^ hands at 
the opening of the Legislature is 
a good deal like a geometrical 
line. It has length without either 
breadth or depth.

Wobd comes from Viotorts, B- 0., that 
the capital of the Fiji Island» was destroy 
de by a hurricane on the 6th inet.

As intimated in the House of 
Commons during the debate on 
the remedial bill, the Government 
have sent a delegation to Winni­
peg, to negotiate for a settlement 
of the school question with the 
Greenway Government A formal 
order-in-council appointing Hon. 
Messrs. Dickey and Desjardins and 
Sir Donald A Smith commission 
ers for that purpose, was passed 
Saturday. The three delegates 
left for Winnipeg Monday. It is 
understood that the instructions 
to the delegates are to negotiate 
for such a settlement, if possible, 
as will be satisfactory to the min­
ority. They will, of course be in 
daily communication with the 
government, so that the authori-

It transpires that thd fédéral op­
position have been urging Pre 
mier Greenway not to negotiate 
for a settlement until the remedial 
bill is withdrawn, but the govern­
ment cannot accede to a request 
of this kind. Meantime the com­
mittee stage of the bill will be 
proceeded with.

Montreal Gazette : The Green 
way Government came into power 
in Manitoba at the beginning of 
1888. The expenditure in the 
preceding year was $520,190. The 
rroes debt in the same time has 
seen increased from $3,500,000 to 
very nearly $5,000,000 Under 
its administration the Province’s 
debt per head has become the 
largest of any of the Provinces in 
Canada, find the expenditure per 
head the largest of any but British 
Columbia. As the people of the 
Province, apparently, approve of 
the measures which rendered these 
increases necessary, and as the 
Government proposes to tax the 
lieople of the Province itself for 18 
iurther sums required to meet the 
prowing expenditure, it may not 
3e an outsider’s business to be 
severe in the criticism of the situ­
ation. It may be pointed out, 
however, that the record of the 
Liberal administration in Mani­
toba, like the record of every other 
Liberal Provincial administration, 
serves to make ridiculous the’claim 
of the Liberal party at Ottawa, 
that its accession to power would 
mean any economy iu the finan­
cial administration of the Domin­
ion. There. never has been in 
Canada a Liberal Government, 
Federal or Provincial, that has 
curtailed expenditure or lowered 
taxes, or reduced the deb£ _ There

hejbas never has been in Canada a Liberal 
Government, Federal or Provincial, 
but has increased the expenditure, 
or augmented the taxes, or added 
to the debt In its financial record 
the Greenway Government of 
Manitoba is like every other Lib­
eral administration Canada has 
ever had.

QuR readers will remember that, 
a few months ago we felt called 
upon to expose jthe fliaengenuous 
statements of a certain Rev. Mr. 
Thomson, regarding school mat­
ters at Bathurst, N. B, On the 
occasion of his remarks here, Mr. 
Thomson intimated that he and 
his brother Orangemen had suc­

ceeded in reopening the case, and 
were about instituting a thorough 
investigation, from which they 
hoped for excellent result*. Well, 
the investigation has been con 
eluded and judgment delivered. 
Judge Barker, as equity judge in 
the case, has handed down his de­
cision. The contention of those 
who instituted the suit was that 
the Bathurst public school was 
operated in violation of the public 
school law, and was in fact a sec 
tarian institution. The argument 
of the plaintiffs-was based on the 
fact that the convent building was 
used for school purposes, that some 
teachers belonged to a Sisterhood 
wearing in school the garb of their 
order and handing their salaries 
to the church. It was also alleged 
that Catholic holidays were ob­
served. After hearing evidence 
and argument Judge Barker pre­
pared a long and carefully rea­
soned judgment which decides 
against the plaintiffs on every 
point raised. The schools are de 
dared to be non-sectarian. It will 
thus be seen that our friend Mr. 
Thomson, and his co-workers have 
once more proved themselves 
pack of bigoted asses.

Dominion Parliament.
(Condensed from Halifax Herald’s Report

REMEDIAL legislation.

We have, at present, room f >r only 
the preroration of Mr. Foster’s great 
speech. After proving most con 
clusively and logically the constitution­
al right of the Manitoba minority to 
sepaiate schools, the Minister of 
Finance concluded thus : “ And now, 
sir, one word to the conservatives. 
One word, if you please, Mr. Speaker, 
and that is a word to the conservatives 
in this house and outside of this 
house , My word to the conservatives 
is simply this : For eighteen years we 
have supported a certain policy ; we 
have given to it our’ means ; we have 
given to it our energies ; we have work­
ed out that policy in the country, and 
we have during these years seated our 
full faith iu the effects of that policy 
ands its superiority to any other pol­
icy. For eighteen years we have 
seen progress and development" in this 
country under that policy and under 
the administration of the liberal con­
servative party, and we believe that a 
continuation on the tame lines is the 
best for the future of this country 
You see the compacts of 1867 and ol 
1870, and know how they arose. 
They are written into the constitution; 
they voice your government as well as 
yourselves. They would have tested 
any government that would have been 
in power. You see the appeal, the 
decision, the grievance, the power of 
restitution defined Ly the highest 
court of the land. That highest 
court has remitted to your govern­
ment, which you have supported, a 
policy which was not asked for by 
them; a something which arises out 
of the constitution and by circum­
stances over which they have no con­
trol this policy was thrown upon them 
for decision. Are there not other 
parts of the liberal conservative policy 
of some importance as well as this ?

tor cornier natives matin’ 
house, and" outside of this house, to 
take a broader, a greater and a wider 
interest in the consideration of this 
matter, and at the same time to ask 
themselves whether it is worth while 
f jr a point of well held sentiment, for 

point, may be even of well held 
principle on a single position, to go 
against the party and the policy 
which they have supported for eighteen 
years, and which they believe has 
been the best party and policy, and 
(s to-day tne best patty and policy for 
this country? You see the liberal 
party utterly discomfited iu the coun­
try^ You see that party without any 
policy which can appeal to the 
business interests and the solid com­
mon sense of the electors of Canada. 
Yon see that liberal party to day 
marching up to a test before the peo­
ple oi this country, and their whole 
hope ol victory (I say it earnestly and 
honestly) is that they may get into 
power, not because of the strength of 
their own arms and batteries, but 
because they hope for some desehiops 
from the citadel of their opponents, 
which shall sally out to their help, 
and enable them to take the citadel 
to which they aspire. What answer 

it to the country’s best interests If 
we go back to them with a defeated 
policy, and a defeated government, 
putting into power a policy and 
government in which we do not be­
lieve, but which we do believe will 
not be for the best iuterests of Can­
ada.

If we have nothing to place against “ 
that, other than this question, upon 
which we held honest beliefs may be, 
can we not to some certain extent sub­
ordinate these opinions for the greater 
good, the larger policy, the more val­
uable and the more precious interests 
of the whole ? What will it have pro­
fited us, even if we gain a point of 
sentiment or of principle in this re­
gard; what wifi it have profited us, 
if we lose the progressive policy and 

just administration of affairs ? 
After six years, sir, we come here 
under circumstances such as I have 
detailed. What is it, then, for this 
parliament to. do ? On the one band, 
there is a «ell founded repugnance to 
do what, even though clearly within 
our right to do, the province can eas­
ier and far better do than ourselves ? 
There is along with that a lot of sub­
ordinate considerations, ranging from 
principle through personal considera­
tion and party consideration, that have 
brought some to vote against this bill 
and against remedial législatif n 
On the other hand, what is there m 
the genju? and the spirit of the con­
stitution of this poqntyyj Jhere ia 
the splendid lesson 9f toleration and 
of compromise, which has been read 
to you io that constitution, and which

has been evidenced in its harmonious 
workings for nearly thirty years 
There is the case of the minority, 
small in the area of those who «offer, 
but large, let me tell you, in the area 
of those who sympathize with it in 
this country from one end to the 
other. There are the minorities in 
other provinces, demanding of you 
where they shall stand and how they 
shall be treated if in coming years 
their time of trial comes, and they 
will have to appeal to this same high 
court of parliament and invoke this 
same jurisdiction. There is the 
parliament, sir, invested, knowingly, 
definitely, positively invested by the 
fathers of confederation in the const! 
tution, with the jurisdiction to main 
tain these rights and to restore them 
if they are taken away. This parlia 
ment is asked to decide. It is watch 
ed by Canada, it is watched by the 
world. On grounds of courage, on 
grounds of justice, on grounds 
good faith, make your answer to those 
who appeal, make your answer to 
Canada, who is watching you, and to 
the woild, which will judge of your 
actions. History, sir, is making itstll 
in this eventful day. Shall the coapter 
be a record of nobleness and ade­
quacy, or a record of weakness and 
inefficiency? shall we stamp ourselves 
as petty and provincial, or shall we 
be recorded in future ages as mag 
nanimous and imperial? Let us take, 
and pass on that gleaming torch under 
whose kindly light the fathers of con 
lederation came safely out, from times 
far more troublesome and far less ad­
vanced than these times to-day, into 
an'era of harmony and' continued 
peace. Let us do justice to a weak 
and potient minority, and thus settle 
forever the question of the sufficiency 
of the guarantees of the confedera­
tion. Let us follow with cheerful emu 
lation the shining example of our 
great mother country, whose founda­
tions were laid on the solid granite 
of good faith, and whose world wide 
and wondrous superstructure has been 
joined together with the cement of a 
strong and generous toleration. Let 
us prove ourselves now, in the thir­
tieth year of our existence, as we did 
under the Circumstances of our natal 
days, a people worthy of nationhood, 
and worthy to rank amongst the bes: 
and greatest of nations. (Loud cheers.)

Sir C. H, Tupper resumed the debate 
on the Remedial bill, on the 17th. and 
quickly got after Clark Wallace and 
Dalton McCarthy. He said that Mr. 
Wallace became a member of the 
government and from time, to time 
such heard the solemn declarations of 
Sir John Thompson that the govern 
ment in dealing with this question 
would be guided by the decision of the 
privy council, whether that decision 
was for or against the rights of the 
Catholic minority. 'The judgment ot 
the privy council was given in January, 
1896, and yet Mr. Wallace dared to re­
main a member of the government until 
the month of November, 1895, when he 
resigned. Could any importance be 
attached to the utterances of a man of 
of that ilk? Mr. Wallace represented 
no influence or outspoken opinion in the 
country. He could never be a represent­
ative of a sentiment in this country that 
was entitled to great consideration at 
the hands of parliament. The other 
gentleman who waa instrumental in
drring

visor of the Manitoba government 
Every argument which Mr. McCarthy 
had advanced had been paid for in ad­
vance by Manitoba, the cash naid down 
on the counter. Not an argument had 
he given bat with the gold of Manitoba 
in hie pocket. (Hear, hear). An ad 
vocate of this kind was not worthy of 
credence. (Hear, hear). Proceeding, 
Sir Charles reminded the house of the 
Ontario boundary dispute of some years 
ago in which Mr. Mills of Both well had 
taken pert as counsel for Ontario, when 
Mr, McCarthy had laid down the 
doctrine that it waa not competent for 
him to take any part iu the diecnesion 
in the house. Surely Mr. McCarthy 
should have regard now for hie own 
opinion. (Cheers). The agitation led 
by Mr. Wallace and himself conld come 
to nothing, is when George Brown with­
out thought of reward, but relying 
simply upon the intelligence of hie 
countrymen, came to aronee religious 
prejudices in the country. Sir Charles 
then adverted to the campaign in An- 
tigonish'last year, when Mr. Fraser 
told the people of that county that Mr 
Laurier would do justice to the Catholic 
minority of Manitoba. (Hear, hear). 
He read amid great applause from Mr. 
Mclsaac’a election address in which he 
pledged himself if elected to support re- 
medial legislation, and said the govern­
ment had done only what they were 
bound to do in introducing remedial 
legislation, and that in obedience to the 
command of the highest judicial 
uthority in the realm. (Cheers). Mr- 

Laurier was well known to be a politic-
gymnaat. Hie record on the trade 

question showed that, but on this 
question of justice to the Catholics of 
Manitoba he should be every inch of 
him a man, a Catholic, and a Canadian. 
(Cheers). He showed from an affidavit 
made by many and leading citizens of 
Grand river, Gaspe county, that Mr. 
Laurier on the 24th. of August last had 
stated in their hearing that he would 
vote for a remedial jaw it submitted by 
6ir Mackenzie Bowel!. He (Tapper) 
could therefore appeal to Mr. Laurier 
to join forces with the government and 
put the bill through. He had no hopes 
of him, however, as his position was 
now • desperate- one, and Mr, Me. 
Cartby was hie leader. Adverting to 
the value of the decision of the privy 
council, he was astonished that Dr. 
Weldon, who had approved right along 
of the judicial procedure in this school 
case, should now repudiate the deoision 
of the highest court in the land.

the union at any time would become a 
vested right Yet In regard to Manitoba, 
by reason of-bis connection with the
case as counsel, he argned The very 
opposite. (Hear, hear) „ Bafore the 
privy council in 1896 be signed the 
appeal clause of the act waa practically 
a dead letter, while previous to thia he 
had expressed the opposite view. 
(Cheers). The conservatives were 
charged with coercion. If to call the 
exercise of the admitted powers of 
parliament waa coercion, then the liber­
als had a worse record than the con­
servatives. Daring the Mackenzie re 
gtme an average of four and a half 
provincial statue» had been disallowed 
per year, while daring the rale of the 
conservatives the yearly average was 
only two. And in every case the liber 
ale had acted without commissi ms of 
enquiry or investigation. (Cheers) 
While Mr. McCarthy was an independ 
ent member of the boose, and not draw 
ing fe«a from interested parties, he had 
waxed eloquent about the rights of 
minorities and the duty of protecting 
them. He reviewed t!.e school case 
chronologicsllv and held throughout the 
government bad afforded Manitoba 
abundant opportunities td present all 
the facte in their possession, and had 
used every endeavor to get the province 
to follow a conciliatory coarse. It was 
unworthy to eay, as Mr. Martin and 
others had to the Protestants of Quebec : 
You need not be afraid your rights are 
guaranteed by the ante-onion compact. 
The Manitoba minority has not the 
same protection and we propose they 
wont get the protection of this parlia­
ment. He concluded by urging the 
adoption of the bill on the broad basis 
of toleration and justice, a method 
which had always been followed by 
Britons and was one of the causes which 
built up and sustained the empire.

The debate was continued on the 18th 
by Mr. Mills of Bothwell, who gave the 
house a review of the historical and 
constitntional aspect of the case. He 
held that the question of separate 
schools was not an issue, and the 
appeal of the minority was not taken 
to determine whether separate achoile 
were a good or bad.thing. Only the 
rights of the proving were those given 
it by the constitution. In certain 
cases the federal parliament bed the 
power to supervise provincial legislation 
and so long as the federal parliament 
acted within the sphere of its authority 
it could not be said there was any in 
terference with the rights of the prov 
ince. Parliament was given trusts to 
guard and the duty of parliament waa 
to see these were not impaired. The 
framers of the constitution had attach 
ed great importance to tiie keeping of 
good faith with the minorities, and so 
introduced a saving dense with respect 
to the educational legislation of all the 
provinces. Before the exercise of this 
power it should be determined whether 
there warns grievance, its'extent and 
operation, and on these pointa in the 
Manitoba school case farther light was 
necessary. The censos showed that in 
two hundred and twenty school ee<#ions 
the sepaiate schools would be inefficient, 
indeed if possible to establish them at 
ail. What evidence had the government 
there were a sufficient number of quali­
fied teachers in Manitoba, having know­
ledge of French as well ae English. 
After recess Mr, Mijie continued hie

mente of the privy council were thor­
oughly consistent. In England the 
judgment of the privy council on the 
questions of law was invariably accept­
ed, and for the house here to throw 
aside the judgment of the privy council 
was to leave the field of the administra­
tion to go into the field of revolntion. 
(Cheers.) The government had not 
approached Manitoba in a proper spirit 
and eo the remedial bill waa not proper- 
ly before the house. It should not have 
been introduced until every means of 
conciliation had been exhausted-

Sir Charles Tapper, Bart., expressed 
satisfaction at Jfr. Villa’ speech, which 
ha-i entirely anpported the stand of 
the government on the qneetion and 
refuted the arguments of other liber­
als and Mr. McCarthy. He had agreed 
with the government’s stand on the 
question at laene, but It waa not a ques­
tion of maintaining the constitution. 
Moreover, Mr. Mills had proved the 
duty of the action on the part of the 
government had been created and im 
posed, and that interference on the 
lines specified in the constitution as in 
this case waa not coercion. After de­
voting three mortal hours to the vin» 
dioation of the poaition of the govern» 
ment Mr. Mille had abandoned the 
principles for which he had apoken, 
taken up the political side of the ques­
tion and taken exception to the govern­
ment's methods in dealing with the 
qneetion. In view of the importance of 
the qneetion before the honse he (Sir 
Charles) would refer to some of the 
speeches delivered against the bill, on 
which the Government had staked its 
existence. He just dealt with Mr, 
Ladder's speech, which he character, 
isid as a mass of contradictions. Read- 
ing between the lines one could see he 
spoke in favor of the stand of the gov­
ernment which he denounced. He had 
been following a new and desperate 
policy to obtain the alliance of McCarthy 
e man whom he had denounced as on- 
worthy qf the support of honorable men 
in the country. Forgetting what was 
due to bis race, his religion and onr 
common country, Mr. Lanrier forma, 
lated a policy calculated td make a 
happy combination with McCarthy. 
How desperate his purpose? How 
truly does misfortune make strange 
bed-feilows ! (Cheers) Only one state­
ment ol his own Mr. Laurier had con­
tradicted. He said there was a page of 
confederation he (Sir Charles) had for, 
gotten to read, and that was how he ca­
joled and coaxed Nova Scotia into con­
federation. Perhaps Mr. Lanrier bad 
been misled by misinformation. Pro­
ceeding, he reviewed his connection 
with the bringing of Nova Scotia into

Proceeding, Sir Charles quoted from a 
speech of Mr. McCarthy’s to show that 
19 had argned that in the case of Nova 
Scotja and New Brunswick separate _ _
schools, if such had been granted after qnion and sj^owe 1 he had acted but as Laurier’s motion in amendment, with

, ■ I- IHMmY.......................jP 1 J.,_, j.

the fathers of confederation, had pro­
posed, and had eo acted themselves 
(Cheers.) An interruption by Mr. 
Martin- the member from Winnipeg, 
led to hie being eat upon by the speaker. 
Continuing, Sir Charles aaid it was true 
that in the interests of this country that 
both nationalities, French and English, 
should dwell together in harmony. Mr. 
McCarthy waa responsible for light­
ing the torch of discord in this country, 
but it was gratifying to know that hie 
efforts had been impotent. (Cheers ) It 
waa doing gross injustice to the Pro­
testante of this country if any one sup­
posed that they ahmnk from rendering 
justice to the weak minority in this 
country. He appealed to the people ol 
Canada, independent of race and re 
ligion, to those ardent Protestante, who 
felt keenly on this subject, not to put 
themselves on record as opposed to 
standing by the constitution. In con­
clusion he said : “ I would a thousand 
times rather fall in defence of the ad 
mijled rights of a weak minority of 1 
race and religion not my own, than 
ride rongh shod into power-over the 
mine of the constitution of my country 
and the denial of the just claims of a 
minority at the behest of a majority of 
my race and faith who were trampling 
their dearest rights under their feet.” 
(Loud cheers.)

Dr. Weldon followed Sir Charles Tap­
per, and made a lengthy speech in 
opposition to the bill. He was followed 
by Hon. Mr- Coatigan who made an 
admirable argument io favor of remedi­
al legislation, and administered a severe 
castigation to Weldon. He said he had 
often heard of peace and onion existing 
in New Brunswick. He desired to say, 
however, that the right» of the 
Catholics in New Brunswick had been 
taken away ae ruthlessly as those of the 
minority in Manitoba, but in New 
Brunswick they bad submitted to the 
law. After an altercation with Dr. 
Weldon, Hon. Mr. Costigau continued 
hie argument in favor of the bill, and 
closed with an appeal for justice to th 
Manitoba Catholics. Mr. Coatigan waa 
followed by Mr. Edwards in opposition 
to the bill. Then follows ! Col. Prior. 
Sir James Grant, Metcalf, Davin and 
several others in French and English 
for and against.

It had been agreed upon between the 
Leaders on both sides of the House that 
the debate should close daring the sit­
ing that commenced at 3 o’clock on 
Wednesday afternoon. Ae quite a 
number of members who wished to ex­
press their opinion bad not yet spoken, 
it was evident the sitting would likely 
be an unusually long one. So it proved, 
as the vote was not taken till 5 o’clock 
on Friday morning, the adjournment 
taking place an hour later. Thus the 
House eat continuously for 39 hours, ope 
of the longest sittings in the history of 
the Dominion Parliament. Aa is usual 
during such protracted sittinge, con­
siderable levity was indulged in to­
wards the close. Speakers on both sides 
pegged away at the question. Shortly 
before the division was taken, Sir 
Donald, Smith arose and a profound 
hash fell on the chamber. He said he 
would not deal with the mérita of the 
case, but would express opinions in 
view of hie long and intimate con­
nection with Manitoba affairs, especial- 

Tn hla nnjftinn the two indtt- lv.t the time of union. He was ep-
4L A MtatvfW ZIAMnAll «TAVA 4 n /» W    ! n 4 a J AAmmiaat.pointed specie! commissioner and given 

more power than other commissioners, 
the letter of instrnction to him from 
the government practically leaving the 
term* of settlement to his judgment. 
The settlers had got misgivings ae to 
the treatment they would receive from 
the dominion government and at the 
convention which took place, he as­
sured them all their rights and privil­
eges would be protected and justice done 
to them in every respect. At the time 
there were Catholic and Protestant 
schools in existence, and the govern­
ment of the country gave a g/ant of 
money and land to each. If tilere was 
but little discussion on the Ythools at 
the convention with the delegates re 
presenting the settlers, It was because 
they thought discussion unnecessary. 
(Hear, bear). They Were exceedingly 
simple minded people and when word 
waa pledged they considered it as good 

a written agreement, Evidence of 
this was the fact that when making the 
transféra of land they aim ply went be- 
fore the agent of the Hudson Bay Co., 
who kept the land register, and made a 
verbal statement of the transfer to him. 
The settlers felt sure *11 their privileges 
would be preserved, the evidence that 
they considered separate schools among 
these rights was the separate school bill 
of 1871 passed by the Manitoba legis­
lature, many members of which had 
been delegates at the conference with 
the dominion commissioners. When 
passing the bill they were looking to 
what had taken place in the conference. 
The majority then, who are the min­
ority now, were entitled to all the privil­
eges, 
and
(Applanse). He had gone to Winnipeg, 
recently, not at the request of the 
government, but at the suggestion of 
the governor general, who was sincerely 
desirous of seeing the question amicably 
settled. By his conference with the 
Manitoba government he gathered that 
Mr. Greenway was disposed to do what 
was right, and he had great hopes that 

conference with the dominion would 
result. In conclusion, he would like lo 
see the second reading of the bill carried 
by acclamation. He did not think there 
would be any neoeastty for a third 
reading.

A few minutes after five o’clock, Fri­
day morning the division bells were set 
a ringing, and from Mr. Speaker were 
beard the welcome command, (‘Call in 
the members.” Ten minutes after five 
o’clock, Sir Charles Tapper, Bart., enter­
ed the chamber and waa greeted with 
prolonged ministerial applause. Five 
minutes liter the whips entered. The 
speaker then pot the question on Mr.
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