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Pretoria’s Ports
The Fortifications

Around the Town.
(Montreal Witness.

Nature, aided by art and science 
has made Pretoria a very strongly 
fortified town. It is not impregn
able. Probably no fortress in the 
world, not even excluding Gibral
tar, is that. But the natural 
location of the town lends itself so 
admirably to simple protective 
measures that little, if any, military 
genius was required to suggest the 
defending forts.

Pretoria lies in a deep hollow or 
depression, which may be likened 
to a teacup with a broadened lip 
all round it. On three sides the 
hills that surround the town dip 
again on the other side to—ap
proximately—the same level as on 
the townward side, but on the 
fourth, that is to say in the. direc
tion of Johannesburg, the hills 
flatten away to a plateau, the 
height of which may readily esti
mated by the fact that Pretoria is 
4,500 feet above the sea level, and 
Johannesburg 5,600 feet.

The obvious defences of this tea
cup formation of country are of 
course forts commanding various 
approaches. Of these there are 
seven. Two were erected and 
completed between the years 1894 
and 1896, and the others are of 
a somewhat later date.

The building of these forts gave 
cause to endless fraction, jealousy 
and, in fact, almost led to a kind of 
local international complication. 
It came about in this way. The 
Pretoria Government, having 
learned a lesson by bitter experi
ence, trusts nobody, and being 
afraid of treason and divulgement 
of secrecy, determined to break up 
the contracts for the forts into small 
items, and distribute them among 
different firms of diverse nationa
lity.

First of all, the Germans, being in 
the ascendant at the court of Paul 
Kruger, and being, perhaps, some
what more free in the distribution of 
palm-oil, had the lion’s share. Cap
tain Schiel, now our prisoner, and a 
man who has achieved notoriety in 
other fields than those of battle, was 
especially sent to Berlin to obtain the 
expert advice of engineers in the mat
ter of fort building, He returned 
with elaborate plans and a small army 
of assistants. The fort at Daasport, 
not far from the cement factory, was 
commenced under his auspices.

For some little time work went on 
briskly, if not altogether smoothly. 
The government insisted upcn the 
most stringent secrecy being observed, 
and even went so far as to stipulate 
that a batch of workmen engaged on 
one particular job should be exclusive
ly confined to that part of the fort, 
and not allowed in any other.

Gradually the preponderating 
German influence waned, to be suc
ceeded by the Hollander Dutch, and 
various Amsterdam engineers were 
sent out by the late Jokheer Blaerlats 
van Blokland, the Transvaal minister 
of The Hague. However, they did 
not last long, and the efforts of M. 
Aubert, the French consul-general at 
Pretoria, succeeded in bringing about 
a complete change.

Activity again prevailed, and the 
busy French ouvriers overran the new 
fortifications, only to be replaced in 
their turn by Italians, or, to be more 
correct, by the Franco-Italiau Build 
ing Society, which did its share in the 
completion of the Tower-of-Babel 
structures, until they too in their 
turn were ousted.

Eventually the forts were finished, 
and, according to the accounts of 
those who did not strictly maintain 
the injunction of secrecy, they are 
not jacking in formidable protections. 
Certainly, on the principle of two 
heads being better than one, the 
Pretoria forts should be nearly per
fection, as they were built out of the 
combined wisdom of at least half-a- 
dozen different advisers.

But the regulations, although 
drastic in letter, were lax in practice. 
Several entirely unauthori^S persons 
penetrated the mysterious strongholds. 
One Englishman, it is known, spe-tk- 
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Chances ot' War ;
A Ton of Shot

To Hill a Man
It is certainly a crumb of comfort 

to a man about to fight for his coun
try to know that in battle not more 
than one in every 1,000 projectiles of 
all descriptions and weight takes 
effect.

Competitent authorities state that 
on the average it takes a ton of shot 
to kill one man. For instance, it has 
been estimated that in the Crimean 
war the British and French troops 
fired between them the, enormous 
amount of 45,000,000 projectiles, re
sulting in the death of only 51,000 
Russians, while on their side the 
Czar’s adherents killed some 45,000 of 
the allies with an expenditure of 
over 50,000,000 projectiles, this 
representing a death for every 1,087 
shots fired.

The American Cival War returns, 
which were got out with very great 
care, showed that the loss to both 
the “Fédérais and Confederates was 
about 7 per cent, of the forces en
gaged, to bring about which involved 
the expenditure of nearly twenty-two 
hundred weight of ammunition per 
mem.

At the siege of Mezieres, in the 
Franco-German war, the Prussians 
threw no fewer than 196,000 projec
tiles into the ill-fated town, but, 
strange to say, less than 400 persons 
were killed by them. Then at Trou- 
ville, two persons only were killed 
after some 27,000 odd shells had 
been discharged. At Sedan, however, 
the aim of both the German and the 
French showed a marked improve
ment, for after 240,000 projectiles 
had been fired nearly 6,000 French 
and Prussians were killed.

For the Spanish-American war the 
returns showed a tremendous amount 
of shot and shell fired for very mea
gre results. Of course, in this case, 
although the mortality was not great, 
the damage to earthworks, fortifica
tions and government buildings gener
ally was enormous, and there can be 
little doubt that if the Spaniards had 
not made themselves scarce the death 
roll would have been appalling.

Again, when the American marines 
landed at Santiago, during a fusilade 
upon the enemy lasting two nights, 
the machine guns and rifles alone ac
counted for the consumption of over 
25,000 rounds of ammunition. Sixty- 
eight dead Spaniards were found as a 
result of this enormous expenditure 
of ammunition. ^

Our own experience in our • little 
wars ’ has been very little, if any, 
better than the results just recorded. 
Take, for instance, the Chartered 
Company’s expedition into Matabek- 
land. Everyone will remember how 
the warriors of liobengula were mow
ed down by the Maxim guns like 
skittles, but even in this instance, 
which, perhaps, is the most affective 
on record, as the impi advanced on 
the British lines in solid masses, it 
would have puzzled a blind man to 
have missed shooting some * of them. 
The mortality was very small consid
ering the vast number of cartridges 
expended, but this is accounted for by 
the fact that on examination some of 
the dead contained more than fifty 
bullets in each. On another occasion 
an attack on a laager some twenty 
miles south of Bulawayo, 14,000 
rounds of ammunition were disposed 
of, with a result of 346 dead Mata- 
bele

ing German fluently, passed the 
sentries by pretending to be a German 
officer, after learning the pas 
word at a kneipe held the previous 
evening at Jah’s Transvaal Hotel. 
Two English engineering officers 
are said to have worked as 
navies with the object of making 
themselves thoroughly acquainted 
with the structure of the forts and 
it is alleged that full plans of the 
minutest details are in our War 
Office.

The forts are certainly elaborately 
furnished with all the requirements of 
modern warfare. Piles of sandbags 
are stacked up on the level of the 
enclosing walls. A powerful search 
light in each fort is capable of sweep
ing the surrounding country for 
many miles. Telephones are laid 
between the forts and the government 
buildings in Pretoria. There are 
large stocks of mealies, (maize) ready 
for the eventuality of a siege. There 
is said to be communication by means 
of underground passages between the 
forts and the ammunition stores and 
magazines. Lastly, it is presumed 
that the approaches to the forts are 
mined in various directions.

To be Beautiful
A Good Recipe

ror Young People
“ Six ounces of oil, three ounces of 

rosewater, a teaspoonfal of borax,” 
and so on and so on, read the girl 
with her brows puckered up in a 
frown. The writer of the recipe for 
“a beautiful complexion" suggested 
that this prescription might lie com
pounded at “the nearest drug store,” 
as it was “very simple.”

Now, I do believe in rubbing 
wrinkles out whenever one can, for 
there are a lot of little lines that tak
ing care will keep away from • the 
corners of one’s eyes, but “an ounce 
of prevention" has always been and 
always will be “worth a pound of 
cure.” It is better, and really a 
pleasanter task, to keep the lines 
away from one’s face than to chase 
them away, or to spend vain hours in 
trying to, with cosmetics after they 
have come and settled themselves.

But beauty does not depend alone 
upon the absence of wrinkles. It 
depends upon the pleasant voice, the 
attentive ear, the sympathetic and 
understanding glance of the eye.

Beauty of face and form is indeed 
blessing to either man or woman, 

but Dame Nature is rather economical 
in her bestowal of such delightful 
gifts, and it is left to the most of us 
poor mortals to do our best to make to 
up the world in general for her neglect 
of us by turning “beauty culturists” 
not so much in the art of skillfully 
applying cosmetics, but in the wider 
sense — the sense • that embraces 
thoughtfulness and honesty of pur
pose and good health and contentment.

“Be good and you will be beauti
ful” is rather a tiresome bit of phil-. 
osophy, I know, and I will admit that 
in many cases, though faithfully tried 
its outcome is not altogether satis
factory. I would rather say to the 
“ugly duckling,” “Be good, live up to 
the very best that is in you, and you 
will be loved.” And can beauty win 
anything better than love 1

Health and beauty are very close 
companions. The first part of my 
recipe would run like this : “Try 
very, very hard to be healthy.” 
Fresh air, sufficient sleep, wholesome 
food and enough of it, pure water and 
a contended disposition will do more 
for the person of naturally delicate 
constitution than mixtures of drugs 
that even the wisest doctor could 
think of. I have the word of your 
family physician for the truth of this 
that I have written.

When womsnfolk are left alone at 
home, there is a vacation in the 
kitchen. The cook may go out and 
spend the day if she wishes. “Toast 
and tea and an egg” may be the bill 
of fare for dinner. If the one who 
has dined thus awakens next morning 
with a headache, she wonders why, 
and, as it is a “perfect bother to eat 
breakfast anyway,” breakfast is left 
uneaten. As the day wears on there 
is a “tired look" about her eyes, and 
she resorts to massage because she 
must “look fresh” for the musicale in 
the evening. But massage fails to 
do the work in this case.

Of course, the most of us are will
ing to forgive beauty many things. 
For a time at least we do not mind if 
the truly beautiful woman is a bit 
selfish and self willed. It is bom in 
the heart of man and woman to pay

SPECULATIONS
of Britishers

On the Euture
London, June 2—Popular opin

ion has proclamed the advent of 
victory in South Africa. Tue na 
tion has made up Its mind that the 
wav is over, that the prestige of 
British arms is restored, that Presi 
dent Kruger is vanquished that 
priceless territory has been annexed 
that humanity has not been stag
gered and that led by that little Sir 
Galahad, "Bobs’ Great Brita-n’s 
army has fulfilled the most optim
istic expectations. It is scarcely 
surprising in view of the rapidity 
of Lord Roberts’s progress during 
the past week that the troubles 
sti.. ahead of the army in South 
Africa receive any passing thought, 
nevertheless, among the few 
n ore serious minded, who have 
intimate knowledge of the Boers 
and plans of the War office, there 
exists grave apprehensions of 
devclopements in the near future. 
In the systematic retreat of the 
Boers they sre the possibility of 
long-drawn out guerilla fighting, 
tr.-ks into Rhodesia, alternate dis
organization in the Transvaal due 
to bandits and a thousand and one 
lawless elements that evolve them
selves from a heterogeneous army 
after it ceases to become an organi
zed body. Some of the most acute 
authorities in South African 
matters say Major General Fred
erick Carrington’s work in 
Rhodesia may only begin when 
Lord Roberts finishes. Such spec
ulations, however, can only be 
left for time to prove, and this war 
so far has abonded in surprises, 
which have completely upset the 
surmises in those best fitted to 
express opinions. Probably the 
most reasonable forcast of immed
iate developements in the Trans
vaal can be gainqd by reviewing 
the events in the Free State or 
Orange River Colony. There, 
though thé country is formally 
annexed and is subjected to a 
winnowing process by a long line 
of British troops certain opposition 
still exists. The preponderance of 
numbers is bound to eventually 
entice the inhabitants to subjection 
and so it will be probtbly with the 
Transvaal, the occupation of 
Pretoria and Johannesburg being 
followed by operations similar to 
these uninteresting movements now 
undertaken by General Rundle and 
in the Orange River Colony;

Handicap your Cough !
Don’t wait a few days to ice if it 

will " wear off ; it is much more 
likely to become dangerous and it 
will undoubtedly be much more 
difficult to cure. The longer you 
permit it to prey upon the delicate 
membranes of your throat, bron
chial tubes and chest, the more you 
render yourself susceptible to other 
attacks and to chronic pneumonia 
or consumption.

is an infallible remedy : for more 
than 30 yean # has been caring 
the worst cases and it will surely 
cure yon. 26 OEHTS

PROFESSIONAL.

F. L. Pedolm, M. D.
Telephone 13. Pleasant Street-

NEWCASTLE.

O.J.McCnHy, M.A,M.D.
Graduate Royal College of Surgery, Lon

don, England.
SPECIALIST

Diseases of Eye, Bar and Throat-
Office, Cor. Westmorland and Main Street, 

Moncton, N. B,

Or. H. & G J. Sproul,

Teeth extracted without pain by the use 
of Nitrous Oxide Gass or other Anesthetics.

Attiticial teeth qet in gold, rubber or 
celluloid. Teeth filled, etc.

All work Guaranteed.
Newcastle office, Quigley Block.
Chatham, Benson Block.

Davidson & Aitken,
Attorneys, etc.

NEWCASTLE, N. B.

HOTEL BRUNSWICK,
George McSweeney, Prop.

Moncton, - - N. B.

‘All Dunlop Tires in 1500"

Your guaranty of good
ness it: a Dunlop tire is the 
guarantee fremth'e makers.

“The Dunlop detachable 
tire is guaranteed against 
all defects of workmanship, 
materials or design, for one 
ycarfroir dateofpv.rchase.’1

No other tire is guaran
teed thus.

Duniop tires on all good 
wheels without extra 
charge.

• The only tool».*

T,io Dunlop Tire Co. Limited,
Toronto.

HontreoL Wmmyeg. St. John

HOTELS.

. REMOVED.
The undersigned hae moved from the 

COMMERCIAL HOTEL, to the

DESMOND BUILDING,
next door to D. A J. Ritchie * Co’i, where 
he will be pleased to see all his old patrons 
and many new onee.

' William Jar dial.
Newcastle, May 80, 1900.—8m

QUEEN HOTEL,
J. A. EDWARDS, Prop.

Fredericton, - N. B.

ADAMS HOUSE,
Tfcoi. riaaegaa. - - zeFrop.
Is now opened for the reception 

i>f guests. This hotel now ranks 
with the best in the Maritime 
Provinces.
Chatham, N. B.

CUSTOM
TAILORING.

Mr. J. R. McDonald has resumed work 
opposite Messrs. D. A J. Ritchies’ store 
where he will be plaond to see his old 
oustomeis and friends.

PRE88IN6, CLEANING, REPAIRING
executed with neatness and despatch.

. R. MoDONALE,

Tinware,
Enamelware,

Ironware,
I have just received t large etook ef the 

above goods and am prepared toy sell at 
prices to suit oash purchasers.

All kinds of tinware made 'up at short 
notice.

REPAIRING A SPECIALTY. 
FRANK MASSON.

Newcastle, Jf. B.

8A8H AND DOOR FACTORY. .
The subscriber is prepared to supply From 

Hi steam factory In Newcastle,
Windows, Assîtes sad Trams*. CUasid 

and Vngiased.
isms m too* nu tut, wenoioet,

Plseing end Matching, etc.
E. 0- IT!via.

Ne woeetle, N. B.

WANTED ATraveJii"„fGeneral Agent.
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tribute to beauty. But only for a 
time, I aay, are we willing to sacrifice 
for beauty’s sake alone. Yes, I have 
quite come to the conclusion beauty 
needs something more than a smooth 
brow, bright eyes, a perfect little 
mouth and nose to sustain it and 
make it “a joy forever.”

George Sand has put into words 
this, which many of (us have also 
come to know is true : “The beauty 
that addresses itself to the eyes is 
only the spell of the moment ; the 
eyo of the body is not always that vf 
the y>ul.”

Physical beauty is greatly depend
ent upon common sense. Common 
sense will not change a feature, to be 
sure, or make one’s stature toller or 
shorter, but it will, if applied to 
exercise and daily habits, bring about 
round and pink cheeks, an easy and 
graceful carriage and a general im
provement in çne’s appearance. Com
mon sense brought to bear will make 
one’s troubles less burdensome, if it 
does not drive them away entirely. 
Somebody has said that “life is never 
as good as we hope, but never as bad 
as we fear.” Recall this when you 
are greatly worried, and if the 
thought does not afford a certain 
amount of comfort then you haven’t a 
grain of philosophy in your make up, 
which is a sorry thing for you and 
your friends.

Worry is a great foe to beauty— 
not the sensible and reasonable reck
oning of things and careful planning 
about ways and means, but the griev
ing over what cannot be helped and 
the foolish fearing of what may hap
pen. If you think the “ don’t worry

(Continued on page 7)

An experienced canvasser, or a man with 
good character and address, with the neces
sary ability to travel from town to town and 
appoint agents. No canvassing. Salary 
and expenses paid. Position permanent and 
promotion according to merit.
The BRADLEY-GhARRETSON Go., Limited

Hi "
Mention this Paper.

irantford, Ont.

without knowing it»

If you wear Shorey’s Clothing Ri
you cannot be otherwise than cor
rectly dressed.

Shorey’s
■---- ■- ... . :

4 Button Sack 
Kilmarnoc Tweed Suits, 
Retail at $12.00.
■ .....'■==■ ■■■■■■■ ■ ,".'T------ —=5

They are as good as any one wants 
for a business suit and better than 
you can get to order for $20.00.

Sold only by the best dealers, and 
guaranteed in every particular., % 
r Not made to order, but made to fit.
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