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It has often been asserted that the agent who 
acquires a knowledge of life assurance beyond 
that necessary to make out applications just so 
far impairs his effectiveness, and there was *_ 
semblance of truth in the assertion so long aa op-' 
porte ni ty and importunity did the work, out we 
venture to predict that from this time forth, and 
we hope forever, the price of success will be the 
ability of the agent to make intelligible to the 
assured and the candidate for assurance the 
methods of the company he represents, to descrilw 
the use to which his money is applied, the assess­
ments upon thé-net premium for present claims, 
and the progrewnve accumulation of over payments 
during the earlier to make up the deficit of later 
rest, to predict the amount of reserve and self-as­
surance, and the value of thfe policy at every stage 
of its existence until it becomes a claim.

Such a course, though it involves the acquisi­
tion by ninety-nine agents in one hundred of 
much hitherto neglected information, will carry 
with it the force and power which conscious 
knowledge always enjoy*, and will open to the 
solicitor an avenue of access to the prospective 
assurer which will be profitable and satisfactory 
to both.—St. Isrui* Renew.

The Eqcitable. —Mr. G. B. Holland is uow 
sole agent for Ontario of this Company, the late 
firm of Holland * Demiug having been dissolved 
by the retirem-nt of Mr. Ueming.

—The Insurance Commissioners end Superin­
tendents of the different States were to assemble 
in New York, on Wednesday last, on the invita­
tion of Mr. Miller, Superintendent for the State 
of New York ; the object being 1o discuss a class 
of questions relating to the insurance interest, in 
which all the States are interested.

3Uilw*g*.
Great 'Western Railway.—Traffic for week 

ending May 6th, 1671.
Passenger*......,.........  827,469 31
Freight snd live Stock..... 50,940 77
Maim and Sundries.. 2,025 92

Total Receipts for week...... 880,436 00
Corresponding week, 1870 .. 86,271 36

* Decrease................... 8 5,835 35

J North Short.Railroad. —The following Direc- 
liora were elected at the general meeting of Stock­
holders, held in Quebec on the 20th May,—Hon. 
Joe. Cauchon, Hon. J. J. Rosa, Hon. Thomas 
McGreevy, Colonel William Rhodes, J. D. Brous- 
sean, Eaq , M. P., J. B. Renaud, Esq., Wm. Mc­
Dougall, Esq., Willis Russell, Esq.

New Raii.wat. —The elector* of the township 
of Bolton, E. T., have voted forty thousand dol­
lars .towards the construction of the new railway 
from Richmond Junction, through Mellmnrne, 
Ely, Stnkely, Bolton, snd Potton to meet it the 
Province line, near Mason ville, the new road now 
built from St. Ajjwns and Rivlifonl, Vermont, 
about twelve miles from the Province Line. The 
Municipalities of Mi-Hmurnc tpd Brompto.i Gore, 
and of Melbourne Village, haVe vote<l their jiro- 
portion of the expenses of the preliminary survey 
of the above road.

railway traffic returns

for THE month or march, 1870.
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—The city of London, Ont., has voted $100,- 
000, by way of bonus, to aid the construction of 
the London, Huron and Brace Railway.
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105MONTREAL MARKET.

Montreal, May 23, 1871.
The eold bleak weather which has JM-evail.-d for 

so long a time, has at length changed; on Satunlay 
morning, tjie sun broke out with mid summer 
splendor, aipl with a light south-west wind the 
tempeiature rose, the Therouieter indicating 87" 
in the «had*, Monday was cloudy, but very warm. 
Vegetation lisa taken a sudden start, and trees 
which a week ago were nearly aa bare of leaves aa 
in the winter, are now clothed with summer 
verdure. The light frost which we had early In .t 
week, has eot injured the fruit so much ss was 
feared, the lateness of the siiring having kept 
back the blossoma. , Re ports from the country 
districts state that fanning operations ar ■ propress­
ing favorable.

Business in almost all departments lias been fair, 
without lieing what may be called, active ; in 
breadstuff*, a jiretty large business bus been done 
at about last week* rates. Ashes steady. Pro­
visions generally dull. Freights are firm and 
higher than last week, almost all ve*els offering 
are readily taken np at onr quotation*, higher 
rates are demanded, hut we have not heard of diis 
being aceeeird to.

Ashts.—\Poit—Tlic decline noted at the close 
of the market last week did not continue, ami a 
large numlier of parcels changed hands at $6 }0 : 
some heavy Tares which were in demand heinj; held 
fcr 86.40 ; market closes .teady at 8*1.35 to 8* 40 
for firsts ; Seconds, 85.50 to $5.75 ; Third*. $4.75. 
Pearl»—The market for this description of ash 
has lieen quiet, some few lots selling at $6.93 to 
$7, closing easier at 86.90 to $7. Stocks i,uw in 
store are Vota 943 bris., Pearls, 147 bris.

Boot* and Shoes.—There has l-een little doing 
lately in this department, business having been

mostly in a irting up. Our manufacturing houses 
are all full* occupied in preparing fall goods, no 
change can be noted in prices, {which are steady 
at last wet ;s rates.

Coai-_1 ’here has been rntber more movement
iu this artii le a good deal Smith and Steam coals 
have arrive 1, and were sold “ ex ship ” at $4.75 
to $5 for Steam, and $5.76 to $6 fur Smith. 
Some Engl ah coke was placed oil the market and 
sold at $9 j«r ton ex ship. In American coal, 
there has b h-n very little doing.

Cattle. -Trie number of t attle in the market 
lias been urge, and almost all desirable stock 
found buy* rs st full prices which are rather easier 
than last w rek, let quality Cattl- are quoted 17-50 
to 88; 2nd quality $7 ; 3rd quality $6-50 ; Mitch 
rows 8*25 11 $50. Hoyt—hern been in fair demand 
especially fat stock of light average at $5.75 to 
$6.50 per 1)0 II*. Sheep—Tl»e market has been 
rather poo ly supplied, snd prices nra firm and 
higher tha u last week, Extra anima1* are quoted 
$8 to $10, iml ordinary $4 to $6. L*mbe-$2 50 
to $4, marl ;et firm owing to the scarcity of stork.

Dry Go m*.--After the busy, season which has 
been expe icuced the comparative quiteneas 
which no r prevails causes this market to be 
looked on as dull, still there is some degree of 
life in it Vet, most house* have their traveller* 
out, and oi tiers are arriving from them freely. M 
Linen and Woollen articles there has lieen a «light 
advance it pride, and Cotton is firmer, but net 
qnotably 1 Igher. Collections from all districts 
are reporte I ss being satisfactory more ao than in 
any former year In Clothing there lias been a 
fair amoun I of business done, and the number of 
orders rece ved will take the manufacturing houses 
some time to fill. 1

Durcis Ind Chemicals.—This market con­
tinue* ven firm, but there it no material change 
to note in prices : E| coins are a trifle easier and 
art now qi atrd 2c to 2{c ; Saltpetre in stare $9.25 
to $10, c< iisiderable quantities offering to arrive 
at $8{; Bi mstone is scarce and held for $3.76 to 
$3.85 ; A! mn easier $2.124 to $2.15. Bleaching 
Powder is very scarce and almost none offering, 
prices liavi ailvanced to 3c to 3|c ; (lojijwiai 95c 
to $1.05; I lanitic Soils 3|e to 4c. Some to arrive 
has change it hands at SJc to 3|c ; Bi Carb $3.50 
to $3.84), « une parcels are understood to have lieen 
sold at $3. 10. In Soils Ash there has not lieen 
much dont I and any sales which have transpired 
were at 2U to 24c; Sal Sod* is firm at $1.60, but 
holder* ai » asking an advance on that price: 
Cream Tai *r Crystals 224c to 23c ; ditto grouad 
25c to 28c Blue'Vitriol 7c to 8c; Liquorice Paste 
14c to 20c.

Flee.— Phis market has been very dull, and 
prices are i Jmiwt nominal : Dry Cod alone meet» 
a good der end at $6.50 to tS.fi; Salmon tell* at 
$15.50 to 1116 ; Bay of Island. Herring* $2.60 to 
83; two e fgoc* of those herring* have arrived, ^ 
one cargo I ring sold entire at $2.54), the other in 
lots at $2 60 to $3, other kinds of herrings are 
not quotab e.

Fkeioit s.—The number of vessels arriving in 
Port this, ast week has not been so large as wa* 
anticipate! ( and high rates of freight are asked, 
but they h tve not liech a deeded to, the rates are, 
however, hther higher than last week. The 
latest enga rement* \tf « tiling vessels to LivetfOH 
and Glasgi iv were 5*. to 5s. 6*1 for 480 lb*, for 
wheat, an< 2s. to 2a. 14<1 per brl. for flour. To 
Loudon wl eat 6a. 6iL ; flonr 2s. 6d. A number 
of etigagei lent* to Porta in the United King­
dom for ( filer* have lieen made at 6a. 6d. for 
wheat. T |e rates by steamers for Liver|«iol and 
Glasgow ai r advanceil a little sine* last week, the 
quotations now lieing 6a. for wheat and 2s. 6<L for 
flour. Foi Ashes, Butter, Cheese and Provisions, 
there is no change to note.

Fens. —The mai ket for Raw Furs has been 
quiet, but brii-ee are firm and unchanged, aa under, 
Red Fox $1.25 to $1.50; Pale Martin $1.50 to $2; 
Dark Marl In $5 to $10 ; Mink $3 to $4 ; Hear $7 
to 10; Lynx |$1 ; Canadian Wolf $1.50 to 2 ; 
Fisher $4> to 5 ; Beaver $1.20 to 1.40; Winter


