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PASTORAL VISITATION.

From discussions that recently and now 
and then for a considerable time past, have 
appeared in the London Methodist Recorder, 
we infer that there is a growing conviction in 
the British Methodist mind, that neither in 
London nor in the rural parts of England 
is Methodist pastoral visitation anything 
like ns effective as it ought to be. That 
conviction is well founded. The Circuit 
system as worked in England, is not favor
able to the performance of systematic and 
thoroughly effective pastoral vistation. 
Circuits with three, four or more ministers 
stationed on them, each following the other 
for two or three years in ceaseless succes
sion, in every pulpit comprised within those 
circuits, cannot reasonably expect that re
gular house-to-house visitation from their 
pastors with which it is desirable they 
should be blessed.

Then, there is another custom prevalent 
in British Methodism, which renders it 
simply impossible for Methodist Ministers 
endowed with striking popular talents to 
excel in their purely pastoral work. It is 
the custom of British Methodism to keep 
such meu very largely occupied iu special 
services demanding frequent absence from 
their appointed sphere of labour. Net 
worked as England is with fast travelled 
railroads, it cannot be that a minister who 
week after week is flying over the country 
from Laud’s End to the Tweed, can do his 
own Circu it justice iu a pastoral point of view, 
even though he may manage to be generally 
in that Circuit on Sabbath day. This last 
described custom, we fancy, is not likely to 
be changed ; but the time cannot be far dis
tant when the English Circuit system will 
have to undergo important modification to 
make it practicable for English Wesleyan 
Ministers to overtake their proper pastoral 
work.

Noting the discussions referred to, we 
have been led to think that a frauk and 
judicious interchange of sentiment in the 
columns of the Provincial Wesleyan, on the 
important subject of pastoral visitation, 
might be found profitable. Hoping that 
older ami wiser-ministers may he induced 
to otier such sage counsels on this matter 
ns a long and varied experience enables 
them to present, we venture this week to 
break ground upon it.

Much meditation on ministerial work 
indulged in during our silent supernumerary- 
ship has compelled us to attach very, very 
great importance to pastoral visitation. 
Were it in our power, with renovated vocal 
strength and restored hearing, to re-enter 
the active ranks of the ministry, we should 
strive to prepare more carefully and skil
fully for the pulpit than ever before, with 
an eye to the achievement of direct results 
by the Divine blessing ; but we should hope 
to give vastly increased attention to the 
non pulpit department of pastoral labour. 
We would not wish to indulge in exagger
ated statements on any subject. But we 
cannot help concluding that the thorough 
performance of pastoral duty is of supreme 
importance to the abiding prosperity of the 
Church. The sphere of pastoral duty com
prises several departments of ministerial 
activity. We speak now, however, only of 
what may be included under the general 
term, pastoral visitation. The energetic 
and faithful performauce of this duty in
volves, ns we suppose, the adoption of 
some such course as the following :—

1. The prompt and frequent visitation 
of the sick belonging to ones own congre
gation, and belonging to no congregation, 
in one’s neighbourhood according to the ur 

"gency of each case respectively.
•>. The regular visitation of each Church 

member placed under one’s care at bis or 
her residence, if practicable.

3. The systematic visitation of each 
family or portion of a family forming part 
of one’s regular congregation,whether mem
bers of the Church or not.

4. The visitation of persons not known 
to he connected with other Denominations 
established in one’s vicinity, who attend 
one’s ministrations with some degree of 
frequency.

3. The searching out of persons who 
formerly were Church members or who 
once worshipped with the congregation of 
which one has now charge, but who are 
not now known to belong to any Church or 
to worship with any congregation.

6. The extra visitation of persons who 
have disappeared for the time from the 
class room, or the pew, or who may be 
suffering from the occurrence of some pain- 
lui calamity.

7. The extra visitation from time to 
time ot non-professors belonging to one’s 
congregation, whom one has reason to be
lieve to be cherishing serious thoughts rer 
speeling things divine.

8. The house-to-house visitation, as 
other duties permit, of families known to be 
ueglectora of public worship, and for 
w hose welfare no one else seems to care. 
All this we should consider to pertain of 
right to ordinary pastoral visitation. Of 
course, in times of revival and in some 
other emergencies the visitation in cet tain 
cases would have to be more frequent.

IIow frequently, a purely general visita- death by sin ; and so death passed upon all 
tien ought to be made, we cannot under- men for that,” or, as the margin again 
take to say. Much must depend on the !rea^9’ in whom “ 8,1 have sinned.”
extent ot tl,c field of labour and the number 1 , ?hat. °ne therefore, suffic-
. ....... ied to place man under condemnation, and

of persons to be visited. But in ordinary that condemnation is transmitted to every 
circumstances, we consider that congrega- j child of Adam’s race. The guilt which he 
tion well cared for, so far as general paste- contracted is in a certain sense, inherent 
ral visitation is concerned, whose members in everY descendant ; who consequently be-

1 comes a child of wrath “ even as others."find their ministers crossing their thresholds 
once each quarter.

It seems superfluous to remark that the 
visitation spoken of is to be completely pas
toral in its character. Its proper object 
can be described iu very few words. The 
proper object of pastoral visitation in.every 
case is either to strengthen those who are 
within the told,-or to bring those in who are 
without.

There are some ministers who from their 
sympathetic disposition, their tenderness of 
maimer, their readiness of speech in the so
cial circle, are peculiarly well fitted to ex
cel in the pastoral work we have been des
cribing. There are others who find that 
work exceedingly difficult of performance. 
Yet we believe there are none, possessed of 
the requisite degree of health and vigor, 
but may by conscientious practice become 
proficients in this most profitable depart
ment of ministerial exertion. Happy 
the young minister who commences his 
course in reference to this matter, as he 
would wish to close it. His will be no 
starless crown. But we have filled our 
paper with many things left unsaid, per
tinent to the subject. Will they who can 
say those things more wisely and with 
more authority take up the question where 
we, for the present, lay it down?

.1. R. N.

(For the Provincial Wesleyan.)

DOCTRINAL SKETCHES, No.

« MAX—HIS PRESENT CONDITION.

From whatever, point of observation we 
regard man, wo are impressed with his 
many imperfections and his exposure to suf
fering. His infancy is characterized by 
pain and helplessness ; his childhood and 
youth are spent in a protracted conflict with 
ignorance, and in acquiring the ability to 
provide the necessaries of life ; his mature 
years are absorbed iu care and toil, and al
ways checkered more or less with disap
pointments, losses and bereavements ; and 
iiis old age, even if it be attained, is a sea
son of infirmity, not seldom of bitter regret, 
and of dismal forebodings. How short too, 
is the period into which our aspirations and 
efforts are compressed ! The sun of most 
goes down while it is yet day ; and the 
fondly cherished purposes of their hearts 
are suddenly broken off. If the grace of 
God is not enjoyed, how paltry, and short 
lived are human joys, and -how numerous 
and hard to hear are human sorrows ! And 
if even the salvation of the gospel be re
alized, what self denial must be exercised, 
what work must be done, what opposition 
encountered, what tribulation endured in 
order to overcome, and inherit eternal life ! 
Whence is this? Did God so make man 
when He created him in His own image ? 
Must we account for the universal degrada
tion and misery of our race on the ground 
of bad example and defective education ? 
We might ask in reply is all example 
bad? Is all training radically defective ? 
If not, why does not the right as often de- 
velope a pure and perfect character, as the 
wrong produce a base and perverse one ? 
But it every pattern is incomplete, if every 
system of instruction is faulty, how comes 
this universal corruption of men and man
ners? The facts are obvious, account for 
them as we may. Man is not only capa
ble of sinning, but sinful. The evil does 
not insinuate itself into his heart from 
without, but lies latent in the human soul, 
and in a thousand forms reveals itself out
wardly iu the life. All men are depraved, 
and all men die. How, on the supposition 
of original innocence can the former of 
these facts be explained ; or the latter of them 
be reconciled with the just, not to say bene
ficent administration of the ever blessed 
God? Fault is sometimes found with the 
rigour of the rule “ the soul that sinneth it 
shall die,” but on this theory far greater 
severity is gratuitously ascribed to the Fa
ther of Mercies. He is represented as ap
pointing causeless agonies and often prema
ture death to the infants of our race ; while 
those whose years are prolonged are, by 
His arrangement, placed in a world where, 
through the force of example and education, 
their purity is sure to be sullied and their 
virtue lost ! Such are some of the absur
dities—some of the merciless conclusions— 
to which that scheme would lead us, whose 
professed object is to rebuke evangelical 
cynicism, and to exalt man to his proper 
position of immaculate excellence. k

The scriptural account of our condition 
is very different. We do not claim for it a 
perfect exposition of the subject. The 
clearest revelation of the word of God is 
made for the benefit of beings whose capa
cities are limited, and whose present condi
tion is one of probation. They can know 
“ but in part.” The effulgence of saving 
truth is shaded off into the inscrutable 
mysteries of the Divine Government. Yet 
“ God is light, and in Him is no darkness 
at all.” What He has designed to show us 
is sufficient for all practical purposes ; and 
for the rest, in due season, ’ the heavens 
shall declare His righteousness ; for God is 
judge Himself.”

The first fact bearing directly npon onr 
subject is that when Adam fell, all his pos
terity were involved in his ruin. That he 
stood towards his posterity iu a covenant 
relation, that he was their representative, 
that his acts entailed fearful consequences 
upon them as well as upon himself, are 
truths explicity taught us in the Holy Scrip
tures, and truths which harmonize perfect
ly with the history and circumstances of our 
race. Hear St. Paul. “ In Adam all 
die.” “ By the offence of one,” or rather 
as the margin reads, By one offence “judg
ment came upon all men to condemnation.” 
“ By one man sin entered the world, and

This truth is very humiliating, we admit, 
but it is also very salutary. It hides pride 
from man, and its cordial acceptance is the 
first step towards salvation by grace.

If the terms transmitted condemnation, 
and inherent guilt are objected to, we 
Should willing exchange them for others if 
the thing which they signify were as clear
ly set forth. But this thing is essential to 
the Christian scheme, and we do not know 
of words better suited to convey the proper 
idea. The condemnation of which we 
speak is not absolute—it never by itself 
occasioned eternal death. The interposi
tion of the sacrificial death of Christ holds 
it in abeyance, and in the case of those who 
die iu infancy reverses its spiritual and 
eternal consequences altogether ; “ for of 
such is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Never
theless that condemnation is real. No one, 
not even the virtuous and God fearing, can 
claim exemption from the penalty of the 
broken law, or participation in the privi
leges of the children of God, until pardon 
has been obtained for Christ’s sake. In
herent guilt,from the very u attire of the case, 
cannot be a liability to punishment for ac
tual transgression. It is not a sense of 
such liability. But it is the subjection of 
a person to disabilities and inflictions in
curred by an ancestor. The t equesration of 
a criminal’s estate does in fact impoverish 
his children ; the reproach which he entails 
upon himself, and the neglect of their mor
als, certainly places them at a serious dis
advantage in society. This may illustrate 
our meaning. We are under obligation to 
suffer punishment, and justly, for the sin of 
our first parent. We all do thus suffer. 
This explains, in good part, the mystery of 
human life. God did not make man as at 
present we find him. He did not design the 
wreck and ruin which lies around, or ex
ists within us. Neither hath he left us 
hopelessly in this condition. He hath not 
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salva
tion. Dying in the first Adam, we may 
yet have life in the second ; and have it 
more abundantly. “He that spared not 
His own son hut delivered him up for us 
all, how shall He riot with Him also freely 
give us all things.

But it is proper also to remark that be
cause of the original transgression, and 
through the transmission of the condemna
tion so procured, raau’s moral nature is 
thoroughly depraved. That depravity 
should he the accompaniment of guilt, in 
the case of the actual sinner, is accordant 
with the dictates of reason, and follows as 
a necessary result. The presence and in
dwelling of the Holy Spirit is essential to 
the holiness of our nature. But the Holy 
Spirit is the seal of the divine favour. If 
that favour be forfeited, the Spirit with
draws Himself. Then, the source of holi
ness being gone, holiness itself is utterly 
destroyed. Suppose the sun, the source of 
light and heat, to be plucked from his 
orbit, would not darkness and cold sterility 
enwrap the face of this fair earth and bring 
about a state of chaos and desolation ? Or, 
suppose again, what is often witnessed, that 
the soul of man is sundered from the body, 
do not the senses fail? is not the power of 
motion lost ? does not life at once become 
extinct ? So it is with the soul. If the 
principle of its life retire,its powers may be 
there, but its vitality is gone.

But when the agent of the divine life 
forsakes the soul of man, another agent 
will be found to have usurped His place. 
The temple of the human heart becomes 
the abode of the unclean Spirit. To bor
row again our illustration from natural 
death ; the body is not annihilated, but, 
from the moment at which it is forsaken of 
the soul, it tends to corruption. It cannot 
be more dead at one time than another, but 
it can be farther removed from the sem
blance of life, from the capability of 
organization and re-invigoratiou. So with 
the soul. Forsaken of God, it is dead in 
sin. Nevertheless, under the corrupting 
influences of Satan, it may become more 
and more unholy—more and more “ alien 
ated from the life of God.” This was the 
unhappy condition of Adam, and this is 
also the unhappy condition of all his off
spring. He “ begat a son in his own like
ness.” Spiritual death has gone down 
from generation to generation. “ There is 
none righteous, no, not one. There is 
none that understandeth, there is none that 
seeketh after God.” And every actual 
offence not only increases our liability to 
punishment, but more fully corrupts and 
destroys our soul. Thankfully do we ac
cept the assurance, that for the sake of the 
atonement of Christ all may be saved— 
that the life-giving Spirit “ strives” with 
every human being in order to his recovery 
to God ; yet must we no less accept the 
Saviour’s own statement, “ Verily,yverily, 
except a man be born again, hercannot 
see Abe .Kingdom of God.” * i

_________ JJ's-

of him, ae of Obadiah, he “ feared the Lord 
from bis youth.’’ This fear was filial in its cha
racter, lor his heart was touched by the renew
ing power of the Holy Ghost, and as a subject 
of “ the Kingdom of God,” “ he could rejoice 
in Christ Jesus, having no confidence in the 
flesh.”

In his native land be had the esteem and 
confidence of the Church, and was regarded 
as one by whom the cause of common humanity 
would be advanced.

“ We very well remember the circumstances 
under which we first formed his acquaintance. 
It was ia the fall of 1869, soon after his arrival 
in this country. Thrown into almost daily 
contact with him for more than a week we bad 
an opportunity of observing hit excellencies, 
and of glorifying God for the gilts and graces 
bestowed on him.

“ In the Spring of 1860 he, with two other 
young men of sbont the same age, presented 
himself before the District Committee ot Wes
leyan Ministers as a candidate for the holy 
Ministry. (Of the three only one now sur
vives.) Our late brother, (with the others,) 
we received by the Church, and sent lorth to 
hear the message of salvation to the sues ot 
men.

“ As a Methodist preacher he was faithful in 
his declaration ot the truth, clearly setting 
forth the doctrines and duties which Method
ism believes to be the very soul of Christian
ity. When his tongue was employed in the 
high services of the sanctuary, he sought not 
to dazzle men’s minds, but to save their souls. 
He preached the truth with alF affectionate 
plainness and Godly sincerity, “ not with en
ticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demon
stration of the spirit and olpower.” “He watch
ed our souls as one that must give an account.” 
He longed to be the means of rescuing poor 
sinners from bell, and raising them to heaven. 
He aimed to reach the conscience with the 
power of truth. He belonged to Methodism, 
andjWas blessed by it ; and Methodism belong
ed to him, and was served by him in return. 
He took a lively interest in its welfare and bid 
fair to render it important services. But at 
the same time he knew nothing ot that little-

“ When from flesh the spirit freed, 
Hastens homeward to return !

Mortals cry, ‘ A man is dead !*
Angels sing ‘ A child is born V

“ Bor unto the world alone,
They onr happy brother greet ;

Bear him to the throne of Love,
Place him at the Saviour’s feet.

Jesus smiles, and says • well done 
Good and faithful servant thon ;

Enter and receive the crown.
Reign with me in triumph now.”

“ Angels catch the approving sound.
Bow sod bless the just award ;

Hail the heir with glory crown'd.
Now rejoicing with his Lord,”

Oh, what a mighty change ! Oh, what a glori
ous vision Face to fare be beholds the majesty 
and glory of the Saviour, whom he delighted to 
proclaim to sinful men as the only hope, and 
rejoices in the sight.

By the death ol our brother beloved the 
Church has sustained a loss—but heaven is en
riched—another gem is placed in the mediato
rial diadem. But be being dead yet speaketb. 
The Master, by the example of bis departed 
servant callcth to the young. He took a live
ly interest in young men. and having fallen on 
the battle-field, comparatively young, who will 
rush to the foremost rank—to fill his place, to 
oppose as he did, vice in every form—to avow 
himself on the side of Christ, and fearlessly to 
lift up the standard of the Lord. Though we 
mourn his departure we wish him not back, 
but would rather seek, in the faithful discharge 
of life's varied duties, so to live that it may be 
our happiness, in God’s own time to meet him 
again, and to be associated with the completed 
company of the ransomed host, who sing “ the 
new song ” before the throne.—Public Ledger.

“ In China!” j were said to be advancing both in numbers and
“ Yes. We are having the whole of that efficiency, and the financial income of most ot 

: empire opening its gates to receive our reli- the funds was reported as satisfactory. This 
gion, our civilization, and our institutions, was especially the case with the “ Auxiliary 
The Board of Missions are about to send out Branch Missionary Society.” A scheme for 
a score of young, self-denying preachers ol the the liquidation ot debts on chapels and other 

, Gospel, and we want the means. Here yon mission property, which has been in operation 
■ ein invest, and the principal will be safe, and four years, aided by the Jubilee Fund, contin- 
the income large.” j ues to work well, the sum of £72,1 having been

“ Do vou suppose I am simple enough to be- i raised lor this object in the district durirg the 
lieve that money given away is ever to return, past twelve months. One native candidate for

WHERE SHALL I FIND HIM ?

He was a noble specimen of a man. His 
figure was commanding. His expressive, in
telligent eye and broad forehead marked him 
as one gifted with intellect, and a smile of rare 
beauty lighted up all his face, and attracted 
kindly glances wherever he went.

His parents bad died when he was quite 
ness of soul which refuses to recognize the young, leaving him considerable property,

THE LATE REV. A. W. TURNER.

In the Wesleyan Church on Sabbath even
ing last, the recent decease ol the Rev. Alfred 
W. Turner was improved to a crowded con
gregation, by the Rev. J. Dove, who preach
ed a sermon from ii. Cor. v., verse 1.

The following touching allusion to the 
late Rev. Mr. Turner’s decease, which (having 
applied to the Rev. J. Dove for a copy of the 
manuscript) was kindly furnished to us ; we 
place before our readers to-day :—

“ The late Rev. A. W. Turner, over whose 
mortal body the grave has just closed, was no 
stranger to you. His character waa such as to 
secure the general esteem of all who were ac
quainted with him. Being the son of a some
what eminent and living minister in connection 
with the Wesleyan Conference, England, his 
advantages in early life were favorable both to 
religious and mental culture. He had the pri
vilege of [attending the Woodhouse Grove 
School, one of the two institutions in the parent 
land for the education of the sons of Method
ist Preachers. We believe that it may be said

work of God outside his own peculiar de
nomination. His motto was “ Grace be with 
ail them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity.” In the fulfilment of the duties of 
the sacred office be sought not a name for him
self, he asked not for important position, but 
wished to be in that place which the Master ap
pointed. He sought not for the honour of 
men, but tor the honour which cometh from 
above. His study was to show himself appro
ved unto God rightly “ dividing the word of 
truth, giving unto each a portion of meat in 
due season.” He shrunk not from toil or from 
difficulty, not seeking his own ease, but work- 
iag for the Church’s welfare in all her depart
ments, for the spiritual welfare ot her indivi
dual members, and for the salvation of the 
souls of sinners.

“ The poor generally, bet especially the 
Lord's poor, were the object of bis commisse- 
ration and sympathy. In the Sabbath School 
institution he took great delight, and studied 
to make more effective this most important 
part of the Church’s activities.

With his general character yeu are fa
miliar, for, for three years he went iu and 
out among you as one that ardently longed to 
do you good. You remember the amiability 
of his disposition, the benignity ot bis smile, 
how some of your hearts were comforted by 
his consolations, and bow you were encouraged 
by his counsels and advice.

Wherever he was stationed he was beloved- 
On his last Circuit, Halifax, N. S. he was held 
in great esteem tor his work’s sake. ' -a 

That one so good, so well calculated to do 
good, so well furnished by the gifts ot the 
Master, and by acts of self-consecration for 
usefulness in the Church militant, should be 
first laid aside and then called away, is matter 
of mystery to us, who yet remain in the wil
derness. Truly God's thoughts are not as 
man’s. He [permitted health, never very ro
bust, to decline.bc appointed for his sécant to 
suffer the will Divine, and though delighting 
and most wishful to work for Christ, yet he 
acquiesced with meek submission in the wise 
arrangement of Him who bid him pass from 
the ranks of active labourers to those of pati
ent sufferers, that even by this be might serve 
Christ and “ bis generation by the will ot 
God.”

In this holy place he closed “ the ministry 
which he had received of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Perhaps some of you remember how 
one Sabbath evening in the fall of 1869, he 
spoke to you about “ the wedding garment 
and how the following Sabbath morning, with 
the parable of the unjust judge as his text, he 
proclaimed for the last time, the Gospel of Je
sus. Perhaps he did not then think that it 
would be bis last public message, tor he hoped, 
if it was the Lord's will, to regain his strength, 
but so it proved. The trumpet then gave no 
uncertain sound. Fifteen months of depress
ing weakness were appointed unto him ; resto
red health, though be sought it in other lands, 
was denied ; his public work was done ; the ri
pening tor the heavenly gamer was to be ac
complished in the chamber of affliction.

His Christian experience was marked by un
shaken confidence in the Saviour of sinful man. 
He had humbling views of himself, but exalted 
views ol the mercy of God in Christ. Resting 
on the “Rock of Ages," his soul was kept in 
peace, lo iking steadily at the prospect of 
succumbing to the last enemy, he could with 
holy triumph exclaim, “ O death where is thy 
sting ?” He had this confidence, that for him 

to die would be gain." Foi some weeks be
fore his death his weakness of body prevented 
him from engaging much in conversation, but 
the few utterances that escaped from hit lips 
gave evidence of the peace within—the glori
ous prospect before him. Having set his face 
towards the heavenly Jerusalem he calmly 
awaited the summons to pass through the gates 
of death, that he might enter the “ city which 
hath foundations.” And the summons did at 
last arrive ; on the morning of Monday, 27th 
February, as the day was peacefully breaking, 
the weary wheels of life stood still, the prison
er was released from the burden of the flesh 
and the spirit “ by angel guards attended 
went home to God.

which bad not, however, paralysed bis ener
gies, for his record ss a scholar was a brilliant 
OP* ; and now be has entered upon a success
ful career as a lawyer.

With all his other attainments he was a fine 
musician, and in the choir, where various instru
ments were then used as an accompaniment to 
the voice, he played the flute with great skill. 
He was always punctual at Church, drawn 
there as it seemed by his love lor music, as the 
preaching evidently failed to interest him. He 
•pent his time during this part of the service 
iu turning over the leaves of anthem and chant, 
and when the last sentence was uttered he al
ways seemed relieved.

But now there came a Sabbath when the tall, 
handsome figure entered not the village choir, 
and the dulcet notes of the flute were silent. 
To the inquiry as to the cause of the absence 

one always so punctual at Church, the 
answer was given that he bad been stricken 
with a fever.

Before another Sabbath dawned it was whis
pered that the young lawyer was dangerously 
ill ; then, that there was no hope, and that be 
had asked anxiously for the clergyman whose 
ministrations had been wont to weary him. 
Quickiy the man of God obeyed the summons 
and hastened to his side, but, alas ! only to find 
him fast nearing that mystic river, over which, 
sooner or later, we all must pass. Agonizing- 

be pressed the minister’s band, and said, 
with anguish in his tones, “ I fear you are too 
lata. I am going—where ! O sphere !”

** Look to Jesus,” said the clergyman. 
‘ Look to Jesus.”

“ But where shall I find him ? O where shall 
I find him ?” asked the dying man, and instant
ly his spirit was gone into eternity.

The next was s solemn Sabbath, indeed, 
when, with that vacant seat before us, and 
those flute notes hushed for ever, the choir 
»tng, with trembling voices, those solemn 
words—

There is s death whose pang 
Outlasts the fleeting breath ;

O what eternal horrors hang 
Arc and the second death !

H. Y. Observer.

or pay a dividend ? Sir, I am not quite a 
fool.”

“ I hope you can say that a thousand years 
hence. But may I tell you a short story.”

“ Certainly, if it be a true one. None ot 
your make-up stories for me. Every word 
shall be true.”

“ Well, sir, a few days siuce I met a gentle
man, the owner of large paper mills. He took 
me through the mills, and showed me the great 
rata of pulp, and the great piles ol paper ready 
for the market, and a world of things which 1 
did not comprehend. After seeing all the ma
chinery and bearing his praises of bis men, and 
how they sent for United States stocks—fifty 
and a hundred dollars at a time—every tiioe he 
went to the city, I said :

“ ‘ Will you please, sir, tell me the secret of 
your great success, tor you told me you began 
life with nothing.

“ • I don't know that there is any secret 
about it. When sixteen years old I weut to S' 
to work. I was to receive forty dollars a year 
and my food, no more, no less. My clo'hing 
and all my expenses were to come out ol the 
forty dollars. 1 then solemnly promised the 
Lord that I would give Him one tenth of my 
wages, and also that I would save another tenth 
for future capital. This resolution I carried 
out. and alter laying aside one tenth for the 
Lord I had, at the end of the year, much more 
than a tenth tor myself. I then promised the 
Lord, whether he gave more or less, I would 
never give less than one tenth to him. To this 
vow I have conacitntiously adhered until now, 
and if there be any secret to my success I at
tribute it to this. I feel sure I am tar richer on 
my nine-tenths—though I hope I don’t now 
limit my charities to that—than if I I had kept 
the whole.’

4 ' ‘ How do you account lor it ?’
“ ‘ In two ways. First, I believe God ban 

blessed me, and made my business to prosper ; 
and, secondly, I have so learned to be careful 
and economical that my nine-tenths go tar be
yond what the whole would. And I believe 
that any man who will make the trial will find 
it so.’ "—Rev. John Toon, D.D.

IIOW TO GET RICH.

A very peculiar man was old Mr. Closem 
All his life he had been to the bouse of God on 
the Sabbath. Very few men ever got so much 
preaching for so Utile money. He had been a 
home man, always at work, always saving, and 
always laying up money. He had a sort of in
tuitive knowledge that the man whom he saw 

the pulpit with his minister one Sabbath 
morning must be after money for some good 
object, and so he buttoned up bis coat at once, 
and no eloquence could unbutton it. Some 
neighbor reported that he was once known to 
give away a shilling ; but that was long ago, 
and so lacking in confirmation that no one be
lieved it.

Just as the old year was going out and the 
new one comiug in, I met Mr. Closem in the 
road, looking over the wall at a fine-looking 
field of wheat belonging to himaelf. There 
was a glow on his face, which seemed to say,— 
“ Ah, sir ! that crop will bring me many dollars 
next year.”

Well, Mr. Closem, you have got a fine 
field of wheat, to be sure.”

Yes, sir ; and it’s not the first I have raised, 
I assure you. My land gives me grand crops 
•f wheat. My barns are more than full of the 
crops of last summer.”

“ What are you going to do with it all ?” 
“Do ? Why sell it, to be sure.”
“ And what will you do with the money ?”
'* Why, there's a new trouble. It is difficult 

to know how to invest it so as to have it safe, 
and yet yield a good dividend. 1 must have 
both.”

“ I can tell you, sir, where you can do it,
“I doubt it; hut let us hear. Will the 

money be safe ?"
“ Perfectly so.”
“ And the interest good and sure ?”
“ Yes, without fail.”
“ Well, tell us at ooce all about it.”
“ I advise you to invest » part in China.'

A “ DYING HYMN.”

When Alice Cary drew near to the gates of 
death she was fond of hearinf Christian songs 
sung in her chamber. Harper's Bator says :

* She frequently asked her friends to sing such 
hymns as ‘ Jesu, lover of my soul,' * Show pity 
Lord, O Lord foigive,’ and 4 A charge to kèep

have,’ and she loved to have them sung to 
old tunes.” Her frequent quotation from 
Holy Scrpture, when in intense pain, was :

• Though he slay me, yet will I trust in Him." 
How the memories of childhood corné back 
when the world recedes. “ Tell me the old, 
old story.” Sing the old songs to the old tunes 
when death comes. Her poems, conversations, 
and letters for many months breathed the very 
spirit of Christ, and here is her 44 Dying 
Hymn," as she called it :—

Earth, with its dark and dreadful ills, 
Recedes and fades away ;

Lift up your heads ye heavenly hills ;
Ye gates of death, give way !

My soul is full of whispered song ;
My blindness is my sight ;

The shadows that I leered so long 
Are all alive with light.

The while my pulses faintly beat,
My faith doth so abound,

I teel grow firm beneath my feet 
The green, immortal ground.

That faith to me a courage gives,
Low as the grave to go ;

I know that my Redeemer lives—
That I shall live I know.

The palace walls I almost see 
Where dwells my Lord and King.

O grave ! where is thy victory ?
O death ! where is thy sting?

Central Christian Advocate,

That which is most valuable and lovely of 
life and earth—sanctified friendship—cannot be 
said to die with those we lave; but through 
their death it is rather raised to a higher and 
more influential life. By the transfer of our 
loved ones to heaven, onr friendship becomes 
spiritualized and perpetuated.— Light at Liven
ing-Time.

MISSIONARY GLEANINGS.

By the Royal Mail Steamer which has just ar
rived irom the Cape of Good Hope we are in 
receipt of papers and private letters which 
bring missionary intelligence of great interest, 
but of a varied character, some of the items of 
information being very pleasing, and others 
painful and afflictive. The Wesleyan mission
aries of the Cape District have generally been 
in the habit of assembling for the transaction 
of their annual business towards the close of 
January ; but this year they met a week earlier 
to enable the respected chairman and general 
superintendent, the Rev. Samuel Hardey, to 
proceed to the frontier and Kaffirland—a visit 
concerning which we hope to hear again in due 
time, as it fa likely to be attended by circum
stances of deep interest. The Cape District 
embraces all the Wesleyan mission stations, 
both colonial and native, in the Western Pro
vince of the colony, and in Namaqualand, and 
the work is carried on in two or three different 
languages tor the benefit ot the English settlers 
and the native population.

At the district meeting recently held at Green 
Point, near Capetown, all the ministers were 
present and apparently in the enjoyment of tol
erable health. The proceedings were as usual 
conducted in a spirit of harmony and brotherly 
love, and the reports presented irom the res
pective stations, of the progress ot the good 
work, were generally of a very pleasing char
acter, The congregations, societies and schools

the ministry passed his examination, and was 
recommended to be received into full Connex
ion. At the close el the meeting the brethren 
returned to their respective spheres of labour 
with feelings of gratitude for the past, and with 
cheerful hopes of still greater success in time 
to come.

In the meantime, however, a* event occurred 
which east a gloom over the mission families, 
and made every one feel bow uncertain is hu
man life, and all things here below. This was 
the sudden death of the Rev. Charles ,Picker
ing, a young missionary of amiable disposition 
and promising talents, but of feeble health and 
constitution, who had arrived at the Cape Irom 
England just three months before to proceed to 
bis ap|iointed station in the Eastern Province. 
Mr. Pickering had only preached once in South
ern Africa when, on the following day, he was 
taken ill. being seized with a fit of coughing 
which broke a blood vessel, and he was entire
ly incapacitated lor further service. He con
tinued unwell for several weeks, during which 
the best attention was paid to him, both medi 
eal and domestic, and at times he rallied a lit
tle so as to inspire his friends and brethren with 
a hope ol bis recovery. On the Monday before 
his death he removed from Mowbray to the 
camp-ground with the hope ot deriving benefit 
from the change. On the Thursday morning 
following, he took bis breakfast as nsual, and 
said that he felt better, and would take a little 
walk in the avenue before the house. He did 
so, but bad not been out more than five minutes 
when he was seen to stagger and fall. Help 
was immediately given, and when raised Irom 
the ground he was bleeding” profusely from the 
mouth. When spoken to, be opened his eyes, 
but never spoke again, and immediately expir
ed. The remains of the dear servant of God 
were interred on the following day, all the min
isters of ,tbe district and a large concourse of 
mourning fi iends attending his luneral in token 
of respect for his memory. On the following 
Sabbath the sudden death of Mr. Pickering was 
improved in all the rhapelt in Capetown and 
neighborhod, large and attentive congregations 
assembling to bear the impressive discourses 
delivered on the solemn occasion.

In these " Gleanings” we have only space re
maining to advert very briefly to another por
tion ot the mission field from which intelligence 
has come to hand of a most encouraging char
acter. We advert to an interesting letter from 
the Rev. George Sergeant, the devoted chair
man and general sujwrintendent of the Jamaica 
District, which appears in the “ Wesleyan Mis
sionary Notices" for tho current month. For 
several years past the West Indian mission has 
been laboring under numerous difficulties ol a 
most depressing and discouraging character. 
But now, thank God, as we observed some time 
ago, the tide seems to have turned, and a flow 
of prosperity appears to have set in, which we 
hope will he extensive and enduring. Thia is 
delightfully evident Irom the communication 
before us, as welFas Irom many others which 
might be cited.

Thé General Secretaries in England having 
submitted to Mr. Sergeant several questions on 
the state of the work and the condition of the 
people, his replies are ot the most satisfactory 
and hopeful character. On the subject of edu
cation Mr. Sergeant writes : “ Having person
ally inspected a number of the schools during 
the year, I am prepared with some degree of 
confidence to answer the question. With but 
one exception they are taught by native teach
ers. About half the number have been taught 
in the ‘ Mico Training Institution.’ They are 
paid in proportion to their, ability and the im
portance of the school. With regard to the 
progress of the children in our schools, I may 
remark that we stand on a level with[tbe best 
Jamaica day-schools. The result of inspection 
each year shows a steady progress." It is also 
pleasant to note that the children and young 
people are tond of reading ; and, in the ab
sence of an adequate supply of interesting 
books, which the missionaries regret, they 
make good use of the Bible, hymn-books, 
tracts, and such other little books as they can 
procure. In illustration of the fact that the la
bouring population of Jamaica are endeavor
ing to improve their social condition, Mr. Ser
geant says : “ In my travels I met an African, 
brought to this country as a rescued slave. He 
is the proprietor of a pretty extensive farm, a 
comfortable and well-furnished house, and a 
number of horses and other live stock. Many 
years ago he found a starving child by the way- 
side, took her and led and clothed her as his 
own, and gave her a good education, lie also 
took pity upon two fatherless sons ol a poor 
African, became a lather,to them, supplied all 
their wants, gave them trades, and the best 
education our schools could afford ; and these 
young men are now respected and respectable 
members of society. This man is a leader 
and a local preacher among us, and ever ready 
for every good work. No man of any rank or 
colour in the neighborhood is more trusted 
than he.”

To these interesting facts many more might 
be added, all tending to show that the sable 
sons and daughters of Ham are not the stupid 
creatures that some have represented them to 
be, but are capable of improvement and ele
vation in the scale of being. Nor are they 
less susceptible of genuine religious impres
sions. When savingly converted to God they 
make earnest, lively, happy Christians, among 
whom the missionaries feel they could gladly 
live and die. It is matter of gratitude to God 
that the number of such on our respective sta
tions in the West Indies is constantly increas
ing, and we have every reason to anticipate 
the ultimate success of this important depart
ment ot our foreign work if we only stand by 
our sable brethren with warm hearts and libe
ral hands in the time of their weakness,till the 
good work shall become self-supported by the 
social, civil, and religious elevation of the peo
ple.—London Watchman.


