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FIVE-MINUTE SERMOKS,

Second Sunday in

Lent,

THE ANGELIC VIRTUR,

v God bath not called us unto uncleanness,

put unto sanetification. ™ (L

The epistle of this Sunday, my dear
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began the Reverend Mother, in

Earnest pleadings for dear ones in suffering,
I'hat relgase trom their pain she'll secure.

Oh, entreat her, this sweet Queen of Morcy,
From their hondagze to free them this hour!

And she loves it—this pleading of children
And will answer the prayers of your heart,
Bidding angels lead forth the poor captives,

Wyse failed
‘1 could not study,"” she said, care-

ster Francis was on duty again
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DBut was the excuse true?
business but
Still, if
there was a headache, everybody knew

The President of the Angels would

“1'll never speak to you again,
and Jo felt terribly bad—
poor little thing !—though she hardly

came
wanted to see

There was a general feeling of ‘1
her place.
Ernestina went, hardening her heart,
ge, with the
her face, and her |

nun made

¢ sunshine

i

ibout her, there 1 a cheer
po in 1| n her vo
and wajy M
> lerstood what ti \ he
va he had { I lerne
1 e ) 1 the h of
h
| 1 1hl¢
| n
nest \ 1 R
) .
" 1 ) I't
n 1« 1 h or, 1
veel J y i1 e fal 5
I w had 1 her
i t hun hou 1
ng ng and y
n rin 11 Y
) |
u . 14 n
ed the nun, in her kindest
A
T
I )
‘I don't

ere was once

Frnestina, have you ever known any-
body who was inclined to be like that

Ernestina, in spite
of all the faults that had risen up since
the depths of
She felt convicted.
terday for the first time her clear

record at school was broken, and at
once she had accumulated faults that
would have shocked her before—pride,
disobedience, ill-temper, unkindness,
laziness, and lastly the falsehood of an
excuse. It was no wender that she
turned away from the kind, question
ing gaze, and tears began to trickle
down her face,

Ernestina in after years told of that
wonderful interview and its end—how
in the midst of her helplessness and
confusion she suddenly found the Rev
erend Mother saying to her :

“Let us begin together, you and I,
to-day, in the path of humiliation. 1
have begun again so many times : you
—poor child !—are beginning again
for the first time. We are to be sur
prised and thankful when we do well,
and grateful to those who tell us when
we do badly. ”

Ernestina told of that interview
vears after, when the chapel of St
Mary's was still fragrant with the in
cense of the Jtequiem, and when the
children of former days who had come
back for it to the old convent were
comparing notes, revealing and learn-
ing how beautiful was the soul of her
who had loved us and helped us through
the trials and troubles of our school
days.

As for Ernestina, however, she fortu
nately came victorious from the crisis
of her first trouble. That day we un
derstood why she had apologized long
ago to the new Sister with such sudden
good-will ; why she had begged not to
be President of the Angels any more
after the holidays, but to be one of the
ordinary ones. Jo DBrannigan had
said at the time: ** Yes, I understand
—you want to be only a plain sort ol
angel.”
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Vatican was in strained relations not |
only with the Italian Government, btt
also with those of Russia, Germany,
Switzerland and England. The very |
night of his election the Pope, an-|
nouncing the fact by telegraph to the |
foreign sovereigns, expressed in his |
despatch to the German Emperor his

|

personal regret at the misunderstand- |
ing which separated Prussia and the |
Holy See, and the hope that friendly |
relations would soon be re-established. |
[iver since it has been the Pope’s policy |
to bring the Vatican nearer Itussia,

Germany and England. \

I'wice already has Emperor William \‘
visited the Pope. It is well understood |
in the official world all over Europe |
that a visitor to the royal palace of the
Quirinal, a guest of the king of Italy, |
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hould he be a Catholic. For this |
reason Catholic princes who are on
friendly terms with King Humbert and 1
Queen Marguerite never visit Italy. |
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Vincent Count Pecel, and he was born
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