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SHORT INSTRUCTIONS FOR LOW
MANSEN,
[Delivered by the Rev, James Dono.
hoe, rector of the church of 8t, Thomas
-Aquiras, Brooklyn, N, Y]

XXXIX
HOLY ORDERS

Drak PECPLE:—On last Sunday we
epoke of tho four Mivor Ordere, To day
wo sle poing 10 epenk of the Mejor or
BSucred Osders, the first of which is that
of subdescon.  In the early Church the
cflice of rubdencon weas very Inporiant,
Atout the middle of the third century
there were reven pubdencons at Rome,
The subdescons ucied as secretaries to
the Bishops, QOcoseionaily they were
eent on mizcions of the very highest im.
portance, The mansgement of the
CUhurch temporalities was left largely in
their hence, Inthetimes of St. Gregory
they sdministered Si, Peter’s patrimony
iu the provinces, mede reports to the
Pope, and eometimer ascembled Coun.
cile,

The ordivation of a subdeacon is a
very imposing ceremony, The candi.
date .Lss an smice over his head, Its
heimet ebape denotes that benceforward
he must be a warrior He is clothed in
& white alb, denoting that he must be
perfectly pure, The cincture with
which he is encircled symbolizes
chestity, The tunic on his left arm
denotes joy. In one band he holds a
lighted taper, in the other a maniple,
the one denoting charity, the octher
labor, )

“Thick eericusly,” suys the Bithop,
‘on the step you are about to take,
You sre siill iree and can pasa to a sec.
ular life, but if you receive this order
you csnnot chapge your decicion, You
must forever belorg to God end cerve
Him. You must obterve chnsiity snd be
alweys ready for the mii 18try of the
Church. There is stiil time, Reflect,”

If the candidate decides 10 celve
this order, he steps fois i
f

did men 1ake a step of s

1 nce, ' { o%o siep pleces f
I ¢n the caudidate and the w #
gull which never can be recrocsed, He
fnlls proetrate in the facvciuary, The
Eiskop, pricets and people kneel down
vind addrees prayers to the whole court
of Heaven for bim, The Bishop blesses
them and proceeds with the ordinstion,
The instruments which the pubdeacon
uvies at the eolemn ceiebration of Mues

are hended {6 him, nemely, tbe chslice
and paten empty, the cruet d a book
contaiving the Lpistles, whilet the
shop eeys certain forwuins prescribed
in the Pontificate, When the book of
tbe Epictles is banded to him the Bighop
gays : “Receive the book of the Epistles,
end bave the power of reading them in
tbe Church of God both for the Jiving
and the derd, in the name of the Father
end of the Son and of the Holy Ghost
Amen.”

The funclions which the cubdencan
exercises are those with which you are
fomilier by eecing him assist at Solemn
High Mses, The obligations he con.
trecte sre perpetusl chastity, the daily
recitation of the Divine Oflice, #nd con-
lormity in drees to the diocesean rula,

Tke cflice of the descon, which ranke
sccerd emorg the Sacied Ordere, is
clearly indicated in tbe exhoriation
addressed to them by the Bishop on the
cceeeicn of their ordination: “Ag you
&re about to be promoted to the Sacred
Orcer of the Descenate, re flact rantun 2ly
on the emirent dignity in the Church
you gspire to, for 1t ie tke cflice of th
aeacon to uecist at the altar, to baptize,
and topreach,  In the Old Lew, God
chose the tribe of Levi, in order to con
fide to it ihe gusrdiensk ip of the Tabar.
Lecie ord ike racred winistiy of Hig

bi The dignity with which He
8 £0 great that nobody
theee snored funcrions
1ged 1o that tribe, which
¢ cailed the Tribe of the
unt of 18 piivilege
from this tribe that you have r
both the nsme sund the funct

eervart, I was given to the deacons of
tie Old Law because their cflice was to
cerve the high prieet. 1L is given to the
dezcons of toe New Dispeneation because
becauee their cffice 18 10 serve the priest
«nd Bichop, The deacon is the highest
in reck of ell those who sexve the priest,
As the Levites were chosen by God for
the ministry of tbe sitar, £0, in the New
Law, ihe deacons s1e chosen for a eimilar
purpcge. They sre prepared for their
duties by the reception of the sacrement
of Holy Orders, The ordination of a
deacon bss sll the eszentials of g BRCTA
ment, There is a gensible sign, for
deacone are crdained, and have always
been ordsined, by the seme rensible
sign with which the ecven first deacons
mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles
were ordained, namely, the imposition
of hands. This sensible eign confers
grace, The Fathers of the Chureh, St,
St.  Jokn Cbrysostom, St, Denis,
8t, Jerome, and many others, besides
several Councils, and the form used in
conferring the eacrament, according to
various rites and rituals, ehow that grace
is conferred. The dignity and d fhiculty
of the ministry confided to the deacon
require the special aseistance of Divine
grace, which i1s conferred by ordination,
“Whenever,” says St. Thomas, “uny
power is divinely conferred upon any
person, congruous help is given for the
exercise of that power,” S, Augustine,
St. Ambrose, and St, JIsidore rank
deaconship next to the priesthood and
Episcopate in importance, The latter
eaint says : “Levites Preeent the obla.
tions on the altar, arrange the Table of
the Lord, and open the Ark of the Testa
ment, These ministers should not be
contaminated, Their chaetity should
be resplendent, Let fuch deacons be
ordained, as St. Paul clearly etates in
his letter to Timothy.” Since, then,
the external sign used in the ordination
of deacons confers grace, it must be an
ingtitution of Christ,

The cflices of the deacon are {o pres
ent the bread and wine to the priest
offering the Holy Sacrifice, and where
Communion under both Kinds is re-
ceived, 1o distribute the precious Blood
to the communicants, [f extraordinary
cases he ean touch immediately the
Body of Christ. 1In case of ne cesity he
cen give the viaticum to the dying 1if no
biiestis at hund, In the absence, or by

the commission of the priest, he can
solemnly baptise and preach the Word
of God when the Bishop has eo ordered,
e nlso sings the Gospel at Solemn
High Maes,

I will conclude by quoting the request
which St, Luurence, 1he dencon, made
of Pape St. Sixtus who was about to he
led to martyrdom ;:  “Put me to the trial
in order to see if you have chosen a
wortby minister to whom to confide {he
the dispeneation of the blood of the
Saviour, You never offered sacrifice with
out your minigter, Will he who took
part with you in the mystery of ihe
precious B'ood refuse 10 mingle his
tlood with yours? Are you rot afreid
that whilst your courage is admired your
digcerrment may be blamed ? It is by
their digciples ratber than by their own
povers that wapy viriuous sud illus
'rieus pereors have trivmphed, Oh,
Father, Jet your son be & witness of your
virtue. Offor up him who bLas been
brovght up Ly your care, in order that
you way ke worthily accompanied in
your last and gloricus combat.”

T e ) e

SHAKESPEARE ON PURGATORY,

A GREAT HOICH POTCH OF GOBLINISM AND
CATHOLIC TRADITION—A NOTE ABQUT
THE GHOST IN “HAMLET.”

F. C. Burnand of the London “Punch’ in

the “Moutn,”

In his interesting and charmingly
written book, “Jewels of the M4ss,” the
indefatigable Mr, Percy Fitzgerald has
thic paseage :

“Our own great poet who has touched
all things, and the Catholic mysteries
above all, with an unerring knowledge
thet is almost inspired, has Jeft the best
and most piteous imsage of the poor
purgatorial soul and its eufteri (p.62 )"

And then be gives an exiract trom the
speech of the Ghost in Hamlet Fie

ently have I beard this ¢
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“No reckoning made, but sert to Wy ac-
count

With aliiny fmperfections on my head.”

Alco he informs bis son how ke is bound

To fast In fires
'Till the foul crimes, doue in my days of
nature,
Are burnt and purged away,

But though this is consistent with g
pert of the tiue Jocirine of Purgaional
suflering, yet the Ghost hiwmself is raihcs
a ‘“‘goblin demned” thsn g “epirit of
healtL,” for the souls in Purgatory aye
joyfully suffering as being sure of heaven
at the end ; and most certainly no soul
in Purgatory, even if permitted to revisit
“the glimpees of the moon”—and some
souls (48 I remember reeding in & Saint’s
life, though I cannot just now give cbap
ter and verse for my authority) sufter a
portion of thcir Purgatory after death in
a particular spot on earth—ro soul in
Purgatory could possibly cherish s
thought of revenge, nor be permitted to
return {0 earth in order 1o incite sny
one to commit murder. And this, be it
remembered, is the role object of tho
Ghost appesaring to Humlet, He BRYE:
Avenge m; foul and mest unnatural mwur.

der.

'@ goes on, perfectly slive to {le
snegs of murder in the abstract 3

Murder mogt foul as in the best it is,
But this moet foul, strange and unuatural,

Yet it is for the express purpose of
urging his son to commit what in eircum
slunces the most “extenuating” i3y g
crime “‘most foul,” that this Ghost—a
wost unprincipled ghost—has come from
Purgatory | No, bis Ghost came from
the poet’s brain ; avd he is nothing like
¢0 benelicent a ghoet as is {he melan.
choly shade of Cwsar who, emerging
from the same fertile headquarters,
announces himself to Brutus as “his evil
epirit,” and solemnly warns his AESASEIN
that their next meetirg will be atPhilippi,
when Brutus will come to him, not he to
Bruius, And, by the way, this brief but
awful apparition is a far grander concep
tion than the communicative, loquacious,
and remorseleesly unforgiving ghost of
Hamlet’s father, Hamlet's father is
“fasting in fires” like Dante’s brother.in-
law, Forese Donati, who, suffering among
the gluttonous, utters no words of ven
geance against the cooks who had
assisted him to the grave of the gourmand
The Ghost of Hamlet’s father is s malev.
o'ent spirit; he suited Shakespeare’s
parpose, and pleased a contemporary
Eaglish audience, which wasn’t quite
clear as to what it believed on any sub.
ject, let alone the state of a soul imme.
diately after death, neither bad enough
or Hell nor good enough for Heaven,
That Shakespeare touched up his
Ghost with what he had heard of “pur.
gatorial fires” is as evident as that the
Ghost’s sentiments would be more in
keeping with those of & pagan spectre in
& Greek tragedy, than with those of a
soul from Purgatory in a play where the
dramatis persone, as we see from the
maimed rites at Ophelia’s grave, are
professedly Christian, The eouls in
Purgatory are “in a state of grace,” as
St, Catherine of Genoa writes, “knowing
the truth, and knowing therefore how
grevious is any obstacle which hinders
their approach to God, Therefore it is
thav the eouls in Purgatory “long,” as
Mr, Fivgerald feelingly puts it, “for
that drop of cold water to their tongues”
which every 1[ags brings to them,
“There is” says Mn, Fitzgerald, “some
thing touchingly @Xprengive in the form
of this prayer whica agks for the dead
‘a place of refreshment, light ang peace,’
and it has been pointed out that rofresh.
ment, or refrigerium, is a relief of a ool
ing kind suggesied by the urning paing
of their situaiion,” The Ghost of Hem
let’s father tells us of his awful sufler.
inga without any alleviation, except
during the few moments allowed for
conversation with Lis 800, which he very
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paratively Jittle fmpression, Iathetowns,
the principlo of “fye and let live”
bas taken hold, ard Catholics are allowed
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perfecily happy until you have stained
yourself with crime end d. spatched your
uucle to——well, to anothe; place!” But
Gad he been from Pur
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hapter every uight,

gutory, & hopefolly
loving, Cstholic
ghost, he would havo said, ¢ Pray for me,
my son, remember meo belore
heve Masces ga

WEX candles, Incense
peacefully in her
iczes comfortebly fu her c-alr
urconscious of the dauger which the next
nust be constantly in from i
Rey, Poioeas Proser eats
and enjoys & good dicner at a famous
restauranty in Corohill,

tiien ts, yet she eleeps

the consolation of ‘a
sment, light and peace.’
mother and uncle of the
awlul veril they stand in, Im
gh ker, to repen
Had Shakespeare clearly
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CATHOLIC OUTPOSTS IN ENGLAND.

From the Cathoile Weekly Register,
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CATARRH IN NEW ENGLAND,
Ely’s Cream Balm.
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Heads
Acidity of the Stomach
Lioss of Appetite, Grav 1, Nervous
Debility, Nausea, or Vomiting, &c , &e.
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CURE OF ALL NERVOUS DISEASES,
J. G. WILSON, Lrrorroratnist,

820 Dundas Street




