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appeal is being made to the Irish
race throughout the world.

This admirable project will mean
much for the future of the Catholic |
Church in China. It will mean that |
large contingents of the Irish clergy
who have heretofore been absorbed |
in the English speaking populations
of England, Australia, Africa and ‘
Awmerica, will ind an outlet for their
zoeal among the millions of the
followers of Confucius, Besides, the |
circumstances are so favorable to the |
success of this new Apostolic mission
that the oppotunities are not going
to be lost. A writer in the London
Tablet tells us that * English is the
commercial language of the East,” |
* that the real battle between pagan-
ism and Christianity in China will be
fought in the schools,” " that English
must be taught in the schools and
colleges if Chinese pupils are to be
attracted to them.” Unhappily, up
to the present time the teachers of
English in China have almost ex-
clusively come from the Protestant
Missionary Societies of England and
America. If they are not opposed,
the Tablet writer assures us, "' it will
mean, humanly speaking, the ruin of
Catholicism in China.” The arrival
of Irish missionaries will offset this
rather disheartening prospect. Again
the political and commercial prestige
of a nation to which missionaries
owe allegiance is a factor that counts
in foreign fields. This circumstance,
admitted by mission chroniclers, will
militate in favor of the Irish mis
sionaries when they settle down to
work among the Chinese. The pres
tige that a political and commercial
language, such as the English tongue
undoubtedly gives, is recoghized as
important, and it must therefore be
employed to further the interests of
the Church of God.

And yet other elements will be
needed to ensure success in the con
version of souls. Judging from the
work that has been done and the
result obtained in China during the
past seventy years, it must be ad-
mitted that the holiness of life, the |
zeal and self-sacrifice of the mis- |
gionaries from France have also
counted in the divine counsels.

Meanwhile the harvest is ready for
the gickle but the reapers are few.
<China is opening up her heart more
and more every day to th% Catholic
faith. Nowadays convicsions do not
come one by one, or in ecattered
families, as formerly, but by entire |
villages and districts. A missionary
writes us that in places where the
name of the true God was not even
known a few years ago there are now
large Catholic communities, and that
the thousands of recent converts are |
like so many apostles working for |
the conversion of their own f: u'nlles
and their pagan neighbors

An apostolate of the loftiest charity
ig this month appealing to us for our
guffrages. Let the members of our
League offer their prayers, sufferings
and good works for the conversioh of |
pagan China and for the prosperity |
of the Church in that Empire. There |
is no more consoling thought than
that some prayer or suffering or work
of oure, offered for this purpose, may
bring the light of faith into the soul |
of a poor pagan in the Far East. - How |

agy therefore to exercise our zeal !
J. DEVINE; 8. J.
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“There has been so much discus-
sien the object, content, and
methods of education in late years, so
many extravagant theories
absurd fads bave been advocated and
cebatad, so much hag been said and
written about what the State could
and should do for education and so |
little has been said of the rights of
parents to baye a voice in determin-
ing the character of the education
their children should receive that it
would seem as if this important
faetor in these questions has been
almost entirely overlooked.

“The family being prior to the
State, the State existing for
the individual and not vice
versa, and the child
firet to the parents and only
secendarily to the State, it follows

of

that the parents have certain natural |
and inviolable rights in the matter |

of their children's education. Upon
these natural rights the Catholic

citizen takes his stand and demands |

that his opinions respecting the edu-
cation of his child be respected. And

previded the education he demands |
the
[

for his children contains all
essentials for good citizenship, the |
State cannot lawfully deny his de-
mands nor justly refuse its aid in
forwarding them.

“He holds that

these principles

admitted at least theoretically by the |

great majority of Americans, are
practice violated by the policy that
rules public education in our country
today, the policy of ignoring religion
in the school. It was expediency
and not principle that led the
various Legislatures to exclude re
ligion from the State schools. Con
fronted by the difficulties that would
arise from the effort to teach any one
or all of the forms of religion that
exigted among the various communi-
ties, gradually the easiest solution of |
the question, namely, that of exclud
ing all religion from the State
schools, was taken up as a principle
by the various States.
“The Catholic eitizen,
though it may be to the State, a
gacrifice of principle that is too great
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however,
geer in this compromise, convenient |

to be overlooked. Belleving, as he
does, that religion is an essential part
of education, he cannot subseribe to
a theory the natural consequences of
which are the’gradual but certain
destruction of active religious con-
victions. Consequently, he must in
conscience provide for his children
an education that includes system-
atic, orderly training in the truths
and practices of religion,

“Far from being a novelty in edu
cational theory, this stand of the
Catholie citizen for religion in edu-
cation was the position held by the |
majority of the American |
people before the modern Public
school policy was developed. And,
we read in the history of the
establishment of free Public schools
in the various States, even when the
majority of the people finally de-
cided to sacrifice religious training
in order to enjoy the advantages of a
Public school system, there still re-
mained a large and influential ele
ment in almost all the States who
continued their opposition because
they were unwilling to divorce re-
ligion from education.

" Nor was this opposition chiefly
from Catholies. Wickersham in his |
' History of Eduration in Pennsdyl-
(pp. 818, 819,) says: ' The|
Catholics and Episcopalians, who
have in later years most favored |
parochial schools, were then too |

and too much scattered to |
make effective opposition ; but the
the Lutherans, the Re-
formed and the Mennonites, where-
ever sufficiently numerous to form
congregations, very generally united
in voting against the free school law
and the taxes for free schools. What
went hardest with most of them was
to sever a tie that had bound them
in one church and school, to divorce
what in their view God had joined

| together, to secularize the school and
| be compelled to educate their chil-

dren where they could receive no
positive religious education.’

“ Although the Public school idea
carried the day, there was no inten
tion to put aside religious instruc-
tion, for the civil authority believed
that religion was a vital element in

| education and should be retained in
| the curriculum of the schools.
| the National Government, reflecting

Even

undoubtedly the public opinion of
clearly manifested the
value it placed upon religious train-
ing in the law passed July 13, 1787,
by which certain large tracts of Gov-
ernment land (known as the North-
erritory,) were dedicated to
school purposes. The ordinance
contained the following declaration :

““No apology is or should be
offered for the existence of our Cath-
| olic system of education. ' The right |
of the Church to establish her own
schools, provided always they are in |
conformity with the jost and legiti
mate requirements of the State, is a
right guaranteed by all laws both |
national and State. Liberty of edu- |
cation is an established principle and
fact in America

The Catholic citizen makes no

| apology for his attitude toward the

Public school system. All citizens
have a right to enjoy the services or
benefits to be found in any public
institution.  The « non-exercise of

| that right neither destroys nor im-
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supported by taxation upon all citi
alike. The Public school sys-
tem being a creature of the State
has no claim to exemption from the
criticism of fthe humblest citizen,
If in the estimate of any citizen the
Public. school system fails to afford
facilities for the acquisition of the
highest virtue, he has the liberty to
criticize that want, especially when
he provides means for supplying that
vant,

Catuolic ¢itizens
selves alone (Ull"i‘]"'
tiously ‘building and maintaining
their parish schools. These same
citizens are at the same time paying
their share of the taxes for the Pub
lic school. Hence they are doing |
today for popular education more
than any other body of citizens. In |
spite of the hardships which this
| entails, Catholice are not disposed
| to stir up strife and engage in con-
troversy on a question that has but |
one fair solution—the placing of
all citizens on an absolute equality.
| The uutipathies of the past, born of
| religious and racial differences, have |
| lnxt much of their old time intensity;
the great mass of Americans desire
lto live together in peace and har:
| mony. Catholics welcomne this era
of toleration and will do their part
| in mutual forbearance and avoidance
of antagonism, But should the self-
constituted guardians of the nation’s
interests, who speak of ‘ our ' Public
schools, with the implied exclusion
of more than 16,000,000 Catholics,
ever translate their arrogance and
impertinence into action they will
| ind Catholics strong and united in |
the conviction of their equality be
fore the law, ‘ fearing no enmity and
\ creating none,’” but unalterably deter-
[ mined to resist every invasion of
| their religious, educational and civic
freedom.
| " The Catholic citizen holds thet
| the present system of state education
| is un-American in principle and is |
| based on class legislation. The Pab
lic school system claims to be non
| sectarian and therefore fair to all
| clagses of citizens. But a system of
education based on the principle of
‘ the exclusion of all religious L(\nr‘lmm
| is really sectarian, because it has its
| ingpiration in the belief that religion
| either is not mecessary or that it
ghould be taught in the church and
the home, not in the school. This
belief is itself a creed, because ‘a !
créed is a statement of a belief,” even

are by them-
and unostenta
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| He claims that neither
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‘a statement that one believes in |
nothing is » creed.! Hence the
creed of the secularist is no less sec- |
tarian than that of the most ardeat
believer in the need of religion in
education.

"The present Pablic school system
is un-American because it violates
one of the fundamental principles of
liberty for which the founders of the
nation fought ' No taxation without
representation.’ The true spirit of
all American legislation has ever
been to protect the rights of minor
ities and to guarantee the absolute
equality before the law of every citi
zen, no matter what his faith, creed
or condition,

*“ At this present moment between
fifteen and twenty millions of Cath-
olics in the United States are taxed
to support a system of schools from
which they receive no benefit — a
glaring illustration of a thoroughly
un-American policy.

“The present Public school system
is based on class legielation is evident
from the fact that the State in pro- |
viding, from a taxation upon all its
citizens, a school that suits the edu
cational theories of only part of its |
citizens, of mere secularists, actually
penalizes the positive religious belief
of one class and favors the negative
belief of another class,
though both classes are absolutely
equal before the law.

“The ’Catholic citizen moreover,
denies the superiority claimed for
the Public school system over private
Catholic or non-Catholic.
efficiency nor
economy has been a marked char-
acteristic of education by the State,
whether in the elementary echool or
in the university.

“As to efficiency, he quotes the
facts presented by the Commissioner
of Education in his report for the
year 1912 : ' The lack of preparation
is one of the greatest
school system. In no

that pretends to pro
opportunity for universal
education is the condition in this
80 bad as in the United
States.’ Not more than one in five
of the teachers actually emyloyed is
professionally trained, even on a
minimum basis.  There are many
parts of the United States where the
‘average education of the teachers is
not above the seventh grade.’ Re
port of Commissioner of Education.
1912, Vol., L, pp. 11, 17 and 18.)

"Turning to the question of econ-
omy, he notes that whereas the
school population of the United
States increased between the years
1870 and 1911 only 140 the cost of

evils of our
other country
an

| eduecation during the same period

rose by 598%. In Pennsylvania the
school population increased 58%,
and the cost of education 4017 In
California the school population in
, and the cost of educa-
tion ,1,299%. ; in  Massachuselits the
school popalation ing ad 99% , and
the cost of education ! And like
statistics can be found in regard to
education in the other States of the
Union,

“These facts the Catholic citizen
points out not for the purpose of dis-
crediting Pablic schools, bat merely
to protect parish gchoolg from unjust
and false charges founded on com
parison with another supposedly
more efficient and economical
system.

“The Catholic citizen likes not the
theory of government monopoly of
education. He believes that it would
be not only a gross violation of the
freedom which every citizen should
enjoy, but also an irreparable injury
to education itself ; that it would re
the growth of new ideas,
hamper individual initiative, dis-
courago e \|1~'I'l:11'*ntal,n\i lmpose upon
us a crippling uniformity of regula
tion

“In justice and fair
we insist that the laws which

the interests of Catholic
schools be just and equitable.
favors or privileges, but simply
equality of treatment is what we

the name of

afleot

e
NO

| demand.

"We protest against thc enforce
ment of unwarranted and unjust
laws already on the statute book.
And against all attempts to repeal
the laws which now afford some
relief to private agencies in edueca-
tion by exempting their lands and |
building from taxation, we will offer

| a firm and unyielding resistance, be
| cause we regard this exemption not |

as a favor but as a right that any
equitable interpretation of law would
protect.

“We resent all discrimination
against those citizens whosend their |
children to private schools. We de-
mand at least scholastic recognition |
of our schools. And we insist that
all schools, public and private, be

| placed on an equality before the law ;

and thereby prevent the class legis-
lation which some school boards pass
to favor public school graduates
simply and solely because they are
graduates from a State institution.
Far from wishing the detriment of
Public school education in order to
advance Oatholic education we avow
our sincere desire to assist and to

| see_improved in every way possible

that system that is educating the
majority of the youth of our country
and affecting deeply the character of
great numbers of Catholic children
attending the Pablic schools. All |
classes suffer when evil befalls one |
class. And loving our country as
we do, we are anxious that the Pub-
lic schools should be made as effi
cient as possible in the moral and
intellectual work they are carrying |
on. We deprecate a quality of |
aloofness from active participation
or representation in ‘matters affect-
ing public education. Mutual ad-
vantages can be gained from a better
understanding of the principles that
guide the two systems of education,

| &

Catholic principles can aid in creat.
ing a sounder and healthier public
opinion on the great questions that
concern the welfare of all the

| people, and a knowledge of Catholic

effort in social and educational work
would tend to arrest some of the
discrimination against Catholic edu
cation which arises partly from
ignorance and misrepresentation,

" A# to the desirability of State aid |

for our schools and of State super
vision, which logically follows that
help, Catholic citizens are not unani
mous in opinion. There is clearly a
feeling among many that State aid
would not be an unmixed blessing,
Furthermore, since the righting of
the injustice would mean a conten
tion in which politics, religion and
other elements would be 8o comming-
led that strife, bitterness and resent-
ment would result rather than justice
and truth, it is better to bear the ills
we have than to fly to others we know
not of,

“But this feeling does not mean
that we are willlng to tolerate that

!

|
|
|
l
|

| ourlaw makers, the servants and rep- [

resentatives of all the people, should |

give no consideration in any educa-
tional legislation to the views or the
constitutional rights of more than

16,000,000 citizens who profess the |

Catholic faith.

"The wise policy on the part of the
State would be to co-ordinate all the
various educationa. Jements at work
in the country. ,Our legislators should

see that the welfare of all the people |

demands a kindly disposition toward
the work Catholics are doing for edu
cation.
tant part

of the population. Our

|

We are a large and impor- |

fathers wrought and fought and died |

to make this country what it is. We
are here to stay, we are unalterably
committed to the principle of religion
and education, and nothing short of
revolution could end our system of
education. A condition, not a theory
confronte our law-makers, and as
long as they recognize this condition
and deal with it justly and equitably,
not endeavoring to hamper or inter-
fere with it, the Catholic school
system, founded as it is on sound

| and logical principles and upheld by

the ddvotion and self-sacrifice of the
great Catholic body, will prove a bul-
wark of strength for religion and
morality among the people and one
of the staunchest supports of the
welfare and free institutions of our
country.”—Providence Visitor.
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Our dead : do we nfL-~n think of
them ? Have we still the same
lonely feeling when we look at the
empty chair, the vacant place in the
household as on that day when, with
aching hearts, we gaw our beloved
carried across the threshold to the
cemetery? No. Thank God we have
no¢ ; for if we had, we could not live.
Our grief would kill us. Fortunately,
a merciful Providence has ordained
that Time, with gentle hand, will
soothe our sorrow, not all at once,
but by degrees, so that, as the years
roll on, we beeome reconciled to our
loss and can smile again and talk
about our loved ones and remember
them in our prayers.

It is a holy and wholesome thonght
to pray for the dead, that they may
be loosed from their sins—that is the
lesson taught us by wother Church
a lesson that should be engraved on
our memories as long as we live.
We can do little for our dead except
pray for them. We can, it is true
keep green their memories and water
their grav with our tears; but,
without praver, that is a useless
luxury. In life we loved them ;in
death let us forgeti them not. Of what
worth is friendship life if we
forget them in death when they need
us most ? 1t said that few souls
go straight to Heaven. Most of them
have transgressed in some wav, either
more or and bhave to pay the
penalty Purgatory before they

our in
15

less,
of

| neglect their

| ceaselesly,

reach that wondrous spot of which it

is said: “ Eye hath not
hath not heard, nor hath
into heart of man to conceive the
beauty of Heaven.” Such words
should spur us on to live the Chris-
tian life, the ideal Catholic life which

seen, ear
it entered

| teaches us that it is our duty to pray

for our dead.

Our dead,
have gone before ; there is consola-
tion in the thought that we shall

no death, that it is only a passing
away, a severing of the soul from the
body to be reunited when purified
from sin; that when this is accom-
plished we shall join the heavenly
choirs, to sing everlasiingly Alle-
luiah,

The Master Sculptor created us to

those loved ones who |

i

| meet again ; that in reality there is |

His own Divine image and likeness. |

Think of it!
and likeness. The thought is well
nigh overwhelming.

—made to God’s image |

And yet, many |

of us show little appreciation and |
seek the destruction that destroys |

both soul and body.
own fault we lose the right to eternal
happiness embodied in the heaven
promised us if we are faithful. We
have to pay the penalty of sin.
is no getting out of it. We cannot
sin and expect to gain Heaven, and
yet dozens
single day we err. It is human
frailty, We repent, then err again.
Such is the life of the average man
or woman. 'The Saints are
in this list, Though there are many
hidden lives amongst us whose holi
ness and sanctity might entitle them
to be called Saints, yet even these
are not perfect and when they die
they, too, need our prayers. How
great, then, is the necessity of the
average man or woman, when death
calls them, to have friends on earth
to pray for them.
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November is the
| Holy Souls. Countless unseen
hands are constantly stretched
out to us in appeal for our prayers,
imploring us to say a rosary, or the
Stations of the Cross, or to have a
Mass said for them to relieve them
from their sufferings. Shall we
appeal Some day we
may be suffering the pains of Purga
ory for our transgression. More
than likely most of us shall—there
are few sainte among the average
men and women—and how grateful we
shall be if our friends on earth pray
for us, How ead it must be for the
suffering sonls who have no friends
to think of them ! We should make
it a point while we have the oppor
tunity always to remember the souls
who have no one te pray for them
and to say an extra prayer for them,
80 that when it comes our turn to die
we may have intercessors among the
radiant choirs of angels who pray
before the Great White

month of the

Throne.
Yes,
thought

it a holy and wholesome
to pray for the dead that
they may be loosed from their sins.
In the hurry and turmoil of every-
day life we sometimes forget to pray
for the " Holy Souls.” We seem to
have time only to hear Mass on Sun
days or holidays. Many of us seldom
pay a visit to the Blessed Sacrament
and still fewer of us have Masses
for the dead. The truth is we
are too selfish, too much engrossed
in schemes for our own wellare to
think of anything else. But there
will come a day when we shall regret
it—and shall cry Mea Culpa, perhaps
in vain while we have time,
don’t let us neglect the Holy Souls
In reading the big dailies did it
nevey strike you when glancing over
the long list of obituaries that per
haps your name would be in the next.
There is no telling, for we know not
the day or the hour. On the other
hand tha good Catholic can read this
list with equanimity., He or she is
not afraid of death. They may have
the natural sorrow of leaving a beau-
tiful world but it is soon lost sight
of in the thought of the still more
beautiful land toward which they are
drifting after a well spent life.

18

said

So,

‘X

Heaven is the
Too mueh can not
alone is wise
Who gives up all for Heaven.

prize
be given,

And he

During life il we could live up to
these lines we would not have much
to fear—the future would spread out
before us only as the road to Heaven
and no temptation, however great
would drag us from the straight path
which leads to eternal happiness.

One of the best preparations for a
happy death is to remember the poor
souls in Purgatory in our prayers,
particularly during the month _of
November. We shall gain many
benefite both in this world and in the
next. Every priest has the priv
ilege of saying three Masses
on All Souls’ Day. The Church
is making efforts to arouse our
people to a greater love for the
Holy Souls, Don't negleet your
opportunity todo something torelieve |
the sufferings of those who will be
8o ready to help us when we our
selves are suffering.—Shiela Mahon,
in The Tablet.

FAITHFULIN PRAYERS

PROMOTED TO SERGEANT

Does it pay to pray in the army ?
There are seven lads, at least, at
Camp Meade who think it does now.

There is a certain little fellow in
camp who dropped to his knees every
night before he got under the covers
to "' square himself "’ with God before
he passed into slumberland, And in
the morning, when reveille was
gounded, he swung over the side of
his cot, landed on his km-nﬁ and
thanked the Great Maker again for
His country and asked Illm to guide |
his footsteps during the day.

Strange as it might seem, this little | |

fellow, George Eckhardt, of Balti
more was the object of criticism and
' hoots " from seven of his comrades
who had cots near his in one of the
barracks, It was the same
every night and the same story every |
morning for a while,

story | |

' Where do you get that stuff 2’

Ask bim to get you exempted
Cut it out.
These weire some of
Hlmr'a jeering 'I\ shouted
fellow every night
ing. He only smiled
being discouraged, as one
pect, the little fellow
for those moc

God

The captain the
of the affair and he 1
to watch and
nights
tion of
fellow

the many
at the little
and every morn
ingtead of
might sus
added a prayer
ked his faith in

and,

who
of company heard
1nde it his point
For three
same condi
which the little
On the third
night he broke in upon them.

listen
he observed
ule in

placed.

e
ridic

was

I'he seven were told ¢
deprived of all liberty
and given extra duty as a punish
ment. Tuarning to the little fellow
on his knees, the captain'said

I shall recommend, Private Eck
hardt, that you be made the first
geant of this company,” he
walked from the barrac

The regimental
proved the recommendation
little fellow now the

Providence Visitor.

thing or two,
r thirty days
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Little things ife and Death, pros
parity and ruin, happiness and misery,
hang upon little things; they are like
the linch-pin to the wheel, on which
depends the safety ofthe vehicle; they
are like the rudder to the
it guides the slender
the bulky muscl ieorge
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anns Promise, The. by Mary T. Waggaman.
The little heroine in this story, afte’ being taken
from her convent home by her uncle. an inveter-
ate bigot against everything Catholic, succeeds
in finding an approach to his iron-bound heart.
She is finally reunited to her father, a supposed
victim of a storm at sea, and her way is opened
_ to life, love unvi Immuntn
aled Packet ty Marion J,
cleverly Y
tional
School An excellent bo
or Home Library,

Shipmates, by Mary T. Waggaman. Pip a boy of
twelve, is lying at death’s door, w!thout hope of
relief, in close, unwholesome city quarters. A
shack on the coast is rented, and there the family
tak* up their quarters. How the excursions in
his little boat, which brings back the roses to
Pip's cheeks, get them acquainted with Roving
Rob, and the results, makes very fascinating
reading.

Storm Bound. By Elesnor C, Donnelly, A
Romance of Shell Beach, A story telling of the
experiences and how nine persons amusec them-
selves during the4ime they were storm bound,

| Talisman, The, by Mary T. Waggaman. The young
hero of this story is mixed up with the saving
of the famous Connecticut charter ; preserves
the town of Hartford from an Indian massacre

| nnd is taken prisoner
Poid [wilisht, by Mothsr M. Salome
Mnthnr Salome has gone to the Lives of the
Saints and the volumee of early Church histery
and has gathered a great variety of episodes and
adventures. Temptingly they are laid out
before us,

Transplanting of Tessie, The. by Mary T Wagga-
man, Theinfluence which a little girl, educated
in religious princip'es, may exercise in a circle
where such influences have not previously been
at work, is the ground idea of the story. Itis
most interestingly worked out through a sue-
cession of dramatic incidents
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Freasure of Nug The by Marion A
Taggart. The ride for life from the lake of
petroleum with horse and rider clogged by the
fierce unrearson of the boy Harry, is a piece of
word-painting which has few counterparts in
the language
poe sht, by Marion A
nt volume Jack Hildreth
goes West, meets Winr retou under tragic circam-
stances, is captured by him and sentenced to die
How he esc and how they become fast
friends is shown through chapters of breathless
interest
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