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cOMMERCE, Toronto.
Vol. 40—No. 27. Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, January- 5th, 1907. Ten Cents.
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Owing to the time ‘occupied in the transmission
of matter for insertion in the special Vancouver
Number, its publication has been deferred one week,

from January 19th to January 26th.
The editor of the Monetary Times, who is at

present in Vancouver, finds that the commercial and
financial conditions there pr&mise the city a remark-
able growth in the near future.

ANNQO DOMINI 1997,

_ The advent of a new year is usually accompanied
with a shower of good wishes, pretty calendars,
gloomy prophecies, and varied reflections couqerning
the year which has passed into oblivion. Artistséin-
variably portray the dying year in the form of a
miserable looking old person, whose worries and re-
sponsibilitiesshave furrowed his brow in a most alarm-

ing fashion. . Little Master New Year is generally
seen as a combination of a saucy looking Cupid and
an anti-Comstockian cherub. So that theretwill be
10 mistake as to which is which, numerals are daubed
on available anatomical advertising spaces. In spite
of ancient traditions Canada might very well this year
take two of those delightful little angel boys, one 10
represent the departed prosperous year, and the other
as a 5_\'"1’".)} of what it is hoped will be a yet greater
tD"xh-n}:ﬂ(mq period in the history of the Dominion.
It is scarcely safe to prophecy anything concern-
ing this country; .unless, indeed, it be expansion in
almost everything. Twelve months ago people sail
that the zenith of prosperity had been reached, To-
day they are saying that Canada is but on the eve of its
good days, that little Johnny Canuck has only just
jumped into his long trousers, and that the Dominion
will be in a position to call the twentieth century its
very own. When one is denied the doubtiul task of
prophecy, there is always open the safer pleasure of

ing over past events.

The Canadian mines have dufing 1006 produced
metals and coal as they never have before., The 'vm-
ber industry has recorded one of the best years of iis
history, and the farmers gleefully rub their hands,
telling of a record harvest incidentally: tansing bank-
ing institutions to look afund for saitable sites for
new branches. The wheat crop shows an increase of
something like ten per cent. over 1003, for the greater
part of which Western Canada is responsible.  The
rapid growth and development of the West has per-
haps contributed most to the general prosperity' o
the past year. The problem of population, which is
perhaps the only really serious one with which the
country has as yet to deal, has been grappled with
masterly hands. The stream of immigration has been
constant and increasing. Arrangements are now be-
ing made by the Salvation Army to send immigrants
to the provinces where they are most needed.

The forcign trade of the country has increased
by leaps and bounds. Thé total trade for the past
fiscal year was the greatest in the country’s history,
amounting to .‘5546‘«;5],058, being an increase of $80,-
616,612 over that:of the previous year. The increase in
the export trade was even greater; the value for the
year showing aw increase of $44,184841, whilc the im-
ports increased by $31,646,686. Manufactures in-
creased nearly 20 per cent., and agricultural exports
showed a gain of almost 50 per cent, Great Britain

took 53.(76 per cent. of Canada’s total exports against

50.61 per cent. in 1005. :

The searcity of labpr, which is part and parcel of
the prvpularion problem. has acted somewhat of a draw-
back tdthe progress of railway construction. '\n spite
of this, works.on the new Grand Trunk Pacific, the
branches of the Canadian Northern, the Intercolonial,
and the Temiskaming and Nerthern ()nt:lr'!\m \m‘M.
and the extension of the Grand Trunk and Canadian
Pacific roads has been pushcd forward as rapidly as

{ possible, labor being obtained not only from all parts
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