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Episcopal Approbation.
If the English Speaking Ca­

tholics of Montreal and of this 
Province consulted their best 
interests, they zuould soon make 
of the TRUE WITNESS one 
of the mostprosperous and power­
ful Catholic papers in this coun­
try. / heartily bless those so ho 
encourage this excellent work.

t PAUL,
Archbithop of Montreal
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cation must have name of writer en­
closed, not necessarily for publica­
tion but as a mark of good faith, 
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DOGMATIC RELIGION.

Not seldom, but very frequently, 
the clitics of Catholicism denounce 
the dogmatic teaching of the Church 
as unwarranted by Scripture and as 
contrary to the spirit of Christ. To­
day more than ever before the cry 
goes forth—No dogma, no creed. 
When, therefore, the Holy Father 
condemned Modernism, the bolt 
struck not only particular errors 
and their false methods, but the ge­
neral paradox which lies beneath 
much of modern rationalism. The 
whole field of intellectual culture was 
claimed for reason, whose tillage 
might not be productive of positive 
knowledge although its possession 
would prevent religion, trespassing or 
looking with envy upon what once 
had been its rich inheritance. Pride 
cannot bear dogma; for, with pride, 
it is rule or ruin. Dogma means sub­
mission; virtue, certitude. These arc 
treasures not for the intelligence only, 
but for the will and heart of man. 
Obedience in the absence of dogma 
is replaced by so-called free thought. 
This in turn throws away certitude, 
walks in darkness and doubt with­
out knowing the path or the term. 
There is another reason why dogma 
meets with such strong opposition. 
It shows really how weak is Pro­
testantism as a judge or support for 
any philosophical system. The point 
we make is the clafim that faith is 
not an act of the intellect giving as- ! 
sent to revelation. From this prin-j 
ciple as from a centre radiated many 
other errors to which it is not our ! 
purpose to refer. But one of its 
greatest injuries was to abandon the! 
truths of faith as useless subjects of 
Study, in fact, as not affording ma- 
terial for thought. Whatever will -an 
act of faith might contain it had no 
intellectual element in it. It may j 
be easily seen that under this view

see whether our Blessed Lord was 
dogmatic and whether He establish­
ed a dogmatic religion. There is, 
notwithstanding the denial of pri­
vate judgment, the clearest dogma 
taught and insisted upon, by Christ. 
The Apostles were commanded to 
teach and the disciples to hear them. 
To their teaching intellectual assent 
must be given, which, if refused, in­
volves anathema. The religion put 
forth by Christ was a dogmatic re­
ligion to which submission of mind 
under the severest penalty must be 
given. Nor, since Christ was by ex­
cellence the truth, the teacher of 
mankind, could it be otherwise. The 
intellect is the noblest faculty of man 
—the key of the individual and also 
the social powers. When the reason 
is enlightened the whole body is 
lightsome. Christ’s authority might 
appeal to man’s will and hold it in 
bondage; His generous love might 
win man’s heart and make him for­
ever His debtor; but if the man is to 
receive the crown and sccpCre of 
spiritual kingship religion must re­
store the light to darkened reason. 
Then will man not be a slave. He 
shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make him free. In that free­
dom there will be. light, in that light 
sweet bondage, in that bondage gra­
titude, and in that gratitude im­
mortal love. There must be dogma 
if truth is to be conserved, know­
ledge not to fade, and the 
be sanctified.

world to

We wish to welcome some one who 
by history, sympathy and principle 
joins the two ends of this beautiful 
chain. We have no welcome for 
any of the others.

There is another point connected 
with this celebration arising out of 
remarks made by a Baptist minister,

EDITORIAL NOTES.

According to the Shanghai! Calen­
drier Annuaire, there are now in the 
Chinese Empire 950,658 Catholics, 
with 410,907 catechumens under in-
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Dr. Gordon, who takes the ground I struotion in the forty-three vicari- 
that as the célébration is national no I ates and prefectures into which the 
Mass should be celebrated. He thinks | Celestial Empire is divided, 
that as Canada is made up of dif­
ferent creeds and rao*s the celebra­
tion “ought not to bear the stamp 
of any particular denomination.” If 
the Mass were an integral part of 
the celebration, it would not meet 
with tire approval of a large number 
of Protestants, particularly Baptists 
and Presbyterian^ That remark is in 
perfect 'keeping with Protestant man­
ners—always rude, aggressive and 
self-sufficient. • We suppose that the 
celebration consists of certain items 
which represent various institutions, 
educational, political and others. 
Now if there is one institution whose 
voice should be hoard in praise

A judicial enquiry into the Sixtine 
Chapel scandal fias been opened at 
Vienna, and it has been intimated to 
the Holy See that Professor Feil- 
bogvn has been relieved of his post 
at the University.

THE QUEBEC CELEBRATION.

Whatever may lie the effort to make 
this auspicious event worthy of the 
Dominion and of the memories which 
the occasion recalls, W3 express the 
hope that the Catholic and religious 
feature will bo cordially end posi­
tive! v maintained. It should be
borne in mind that it is the tercen­
tenary, not of a nation, but of a Ca­
tholic mission—the memory of one 
of those chivalrous sons of France, 
Champlain, Whose love for the ad­
vancement of his faith was no less 
than for the colonization of his coun­
try. He sought not gold or treasure

•his zeal was rather to bring

Colonel Freehill, who died lately 
in Sydney, New South Wales, was a 
sterling friend of ‘Ireland. Mr. John 
Redmond, Mr. John Dillon, and 
many others who visited Australia 
in the interests of the Irish cause, 
received ungrudgingly his valuable 
assistance and support. Bom under 
the Southern Cross, the son of Irish 

to ! parents, he Was a credit to the land 
God, whose standard should be Qf his birth and the land of bis fa-
borne in the procession of triumph at thers.
Quebec it is the Catholic Church. We ----------------------
want to see ail united on that Another interesting appointment 
proud occasion. The first condition ; has been made recently by the Holy 
for union, the strongest pledge for 
peace, is that the same religious rite 
and ceremony which took place three I Princes, and one of the best known 
hundred years ago under the moan- j prelates in Rome, to Constantinople 
ing pines of the forest will take place j to be Apostolic Delegate there in 
again on the historical Plains, voie- ; succession to Mgr. Tacci Porcelli, 
ing the thanksgiving of a faithful J who was recently nominated Apos-

! Father, who has just sent Mgr. Sar- 
I di, now Secretary of the Briefs to

race 'and people to the God of bat- : tolic Nuncio at Brussels»
ties and the Prince of Peace:

CATHOLICS IN THE WEST.
Sir Charles Fitzpatrick, Chief Jus­

tice of Canada, has been appointed 
one of the members of the Judicial

James Cuddy & Co.
706 ST. DENIS, near Roy.

Grand Trunk at 
the Franco-British 

Exhibition London.

the

It' is gratifying to learn from the 
Abbe Bcru-bô of Von da, Sask., the 
state of Catholics in the Northwest. 
A fear had arisen among some few in 
this Province that French-Canadians 
going to those distant and new set­
tlements would suffer in religion and ! 
language, that being absorbed in 
the overpowering numbers of others 
they would lose in strength what 
they might more easily preserve by 
remaining nearer home.

» Tribunal to meet in The Hague this 
year to determine the rights of Ame­
rican fishermen on treaty coasts of 
Canada and Newfoundland under the 
ténus of the treaty of 1818.

! The Marquis of Queensbcrry, 
j succeeded his father the eighth 
quis, in 1900, has become a 
vert to the Catholic Church.

m ‘ ... n u. _u_ i never understood this view, still less
Gospel of the Cross and the Catholic have we appreciated it. This is not
Church to the inhabitants of the pri- |

The foundations he *
French pioneers of tins country.

1 They came and they stayed—and their 
character is Lmpi-essed upon the in­
stitutions. They kept their religion 
under circumstances which must have 

; been far more trying than are these 
of the Northwest to-day. Is it fear

This is no-t 
which animated the

meval forest. The foundations ne 
laid were well and nobly built upon.
The mustard seed which men like 
Champlain and Laval planted has 
grown through ‘these three hundred 
years to the proportions of a wide- 
spreading tree. Times Have changed.
History has marked out other lines
for the march and station of the lit-8* respect have also held their 
tie colony. Another flag than the a,n,j proVcd themselves in fact strong*- 
fleur-de-lis floats over the descend- er ^tin their neighbors. All fear 
ants of this pioneer band 1 hey -have vanishes before the encouraging facts 
multiplied as the seed of Abraham— gtated by the Abbe Berubé, who tells 
and their faith and language accom- us that the Catholics form one-third 
pany their steady advance into new 0f the population of Saskatchewan. 
fields or mark" their stay in the con- n-js interesting letter addressed to •

A Glace Bay, N.S., despatch tells 
We have 0f the burning of a child's dead body 

in the Town Hall furnace. The peo­
ple down there say that it was bar­
barous. They should come to Mon­
treal and see the some thing done 
according to the approved rules of 
the game. It is a more costly con­
cern than the town hall furnace, but 
does the work, however; and con-

it is a well known fact that at all 
the World’s Fairs and International 
Exhibitions, held in the past decade, 
the Grand Trunk has been most pro­
minently represented with attractive 
displays, and in each case gold me­
dals and diplomas have been their 
award. At the Franco-British Ex­
hibition which is to be held at Shep­
herd's Bush, London, May to Octo­
ber, this year, the Grand Trunk are 
not behind in their progreseiveness, 
and have elected a beautiful pavilion 
covering about 2000 square feet of 
space in a picturesque spot known as 
t-he French Court.

This structure follows in design the 
Renaissance style of architecture 
with an artistic pillared entrance. 
Over the entrance rises a group of 
statuary representing the Grand 
Trunk Railway System as “speed,' 
with an electric star surmounting 
the head of the central figure en 
blematic of the “Star of Empire, 
and on each side of this figure is re­
presented in smaller figures the At­
lantic and Pacific Oceans, the cen­
tral figure joining their hands, re­
presenting the spanning of the con­
tinent by the new National Trans­
continental Railway. This allegori­
cal group is a very imposing one and 
the idea is appropriate.

The interior of the building is ar 
I ranged in a combination of color 
harmony of olive green and red. The 
scenic views of the Grand Trunk 
Railway, as well as views of the 
summer tourists districts and fishing 
and hunting resorts in Canada are 
beautifully portrayed by a series of 
bromide enlargements finished in a 
sepia tint and framed in a dull quar­
tered -oak. The photographic work 
has been executed by Mr

1
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. : the well-known landscape photogra-
one pher, who has excelled himself, if

possible, in this collection. These 
' pictures cover the walls to a dis­
tance of two foet from the ceiling,

' and the entire interior has been set 
1 off by a beautiful frieze made up of 

sequentlv, instead of being consider- grains and grasses from Ontario,

of assimilation? The French in this
ed barbarous Ft is held as fashion-

ARCHBISHOP O’CONNELL

Receives an Autograph Letter of Con­
gratulation From the Pope.

ary s own pen:

tented cultivation of the first inheri­
tance. One element has been a con­
stant factor in the problem of this 
colony. It is the religion. What­
ever changes political agitation or 
revolution may have brought to their 
neighbors or to their own ancestral 
France, Quebec has remained fervent­
ly Catholic. In this celebration, 
therefore, the distinctive item on the 
programme, the guiding spirit of the he know that simple missionaries, | 
whole, should be its Catholic charac- left to their own resources, and not- j 
for and .vligious tone. The glory oi withstanding the obstacles placed in j

. , The Pope has written an autograph
‘Canada is a reply to criticisms j0tter to Archbishop O’Connell in1 
which appeared in another journal, connection with the recent.centennial 
'Action Sociale.’ We give most of the celebration of the erection of the See 
balance as it came from the mission- of Boston. He congratulates the

J Archbishop warmly upon the 
gress of Catholicity in his see

Manitoba, Alberta, Saskatchewan 
and the West. In this frieze are em­
bedded specimens of Canadian fish 
and game mounted in an attractive 
way, the whole forming a unique 
and pleasing effect.

In the centre of the room a pyra­
mid has been erected, on which is 
shown samples of the cereals of the 
Province of Ontario, as well as na­
tural samples of fruit from the “Gar­
den of Canada.”

Animated moving picture machines, 
projecting fishing, hunting and rail­
road scenes, are other features on 
the floor space. Interesting and in­
structive literature has been spe-
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and cially prepared for distribution, and
Does he know that fifty townships, j praises the lovalty of the clergy, the 

that is 1,152,000 acres of land, co-laeal of the Archbishop, and the de- 
vering an area as -large, and even1 votion of the laity. He also thanks 
larger, than the Province of Prince the Archbishop for a contribution to 
Edward Island, are exclusively oo( Peter’s Pence amounting to $40,000. 
cupiod by Catholic Germans? Does :

faith would soon be a brand of ig-1
norance when it is rather a crown of 
knowledge. Such has bean the pro­
cess. Men of the world who pride 
themselves in ability and learning 
have grown sceptical. They prefer 
to doubt and deny; they are asham­
ed to believe. Another very serious 
error, springing more from false phi­
losophy than from false religion, is 
the idea that what we know is only 
relative. When we know anything, 
that thing is related to us. There 
Is in our knowledge no absolute ele­
ment. Now God, being Absolute, 
Unconditioned, cannot be known! He 
may be, and should be, believed; but 
He cannot be in any way the object 
of our knowledge. This is, of course, 
a very serious error. The principle 
is wrong, since it takes no cognizance 
of a simple distinction as old as 
Aristotle. When we know a thing 
we are really modified; but the mo-,

. , , . , their way by ill-advised patriots,
thosu thro- hundred years more truly havCi llk3 Abbe Bouillon, founded 
belongs to the Catholic Church than from four to six parishes each, with- 
to any other institution. The Do- in a period -of three years? Does he 
minion of Canada cannot claim it k<now ^at six French priests have
, ,. . . __, t. each founded one or two parishes
tor it is of yesterday. It is only the compomd t.heir own compatriots? 
Church that saw the-planting of the hc klrow thal all the Qaijcians
seed, and cultivated it and guarded and Hungarians are Catholics? Does 
the field. Were it not for the he know that, among the new ar- 
Church this tercentenary would he rivals' Russians Soandinatfans. etc.,

, „ _ we make converts by the hundred ?
neither Canadian nor English. The rhKS he kMOW vhat tlhousands o( half_
genius of the United States would breeds are encouraged, trainAl and 
have ruled over its memory and its placed on the road to prosperity . by 
people. England cannot claim it as their French-Canadian neighbors?
her glory. We may as well be candid Tk”fi hc .know tbat *?»="* °< . ^1- 

6 J J gian centres are on the way to ba-
and bring the wreath of honor to come flourishing parishes? Does he 
the Church, to whom it belongs, j know that the western provinces are 
And what part is France taking in £« essentially agricultural territory; 
the celebration? If any nation tha]t Saskatchewan in particular is 
„ . . . . , _ , exclusively agricultural, industry find-

should be represented Francs has the |m . here raw écriai whatever.
strongest claim. But as we claim that Regina, Moose Jaw, Saskatoon, j 
the celebration ought to be markedly Prince Albert and J$attleford, while 
Catholic, so we maintain that the re- promising to become important cen-

The Bells of Shandon.

Bach of the 
now lying

"Bells of Shandon,” 
a Liverpool dock,

it is estimated that from fifteen 
to twenty million people will visit 
this exhibition during its lifetime. 
Canada and the Grand Trunk Rail­
way System will secure a tremend­
ous amount of publicity through this 
medium.

Among the special features on dis­
play in this building will be two 
exceptionally fine moose heads, one 
the record head taken from the Pro­
vince of Ontario, and the other a 
freak head that will attract a great

whence they are to be conveyed to | deal of attention, 
an English foundry for repairs, , Mr. S. W. Cummings, who until re­
boars an inscription. One of them cently was General Passenger Agent
gives the “note” of the whole set, j of the Central Vermont Railway, has 
namely, We were all cast at Glou- i been appointed to the position of 
cester, in England, by Abel Rud- Director of this exhibit, 
hall, 1750.” Another inscription is ■
“Peace and good neighborhood.’
The bells preserve their Irish interest
through
Prout.’

the genius of “Father

Spasmodic well-doing never gains 
anything in any libe. To be a con­
stant Christian on Sundays only is 
as bad as being an out-and-out pa­
gan, for this will accomplish nothing 
for the good of the individual or the 
mass. But to keep everlastingly ait 
it, for God through men, this will 
win freedom.

presehtative of France ought to bear 
with Him as his first credential his 
Catholic heart and tradition. Tlte 
France of to-day is not tihe France

1res of distribution, will never be! When you want good printing of 
manufacturing cities; that Winnipeg any description done, why not give 
and Edmonton will centraliae the the True Witness a trial order. We 
mass of the industrial population ? guarantee satisfaction, and our prices 
Does he know that the Doukhobors are moderate.
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