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cream for direct eonsumption. Nothing is more
certain than that any noticeable increase in milk
production beyoad proportionate increase in home
consumption would reduce prices and curtail profits.
If then, prices are already too low, as stated ef {ove,
how. will the producer’s interest be served by
orzanized effort to increase the number of cows
and enlarge production? Cheese factories are
already paying every cent they can pay for milk,
under present market conditions. The only hope
of substantially increased prices for cheese milk
is a relative decrease in total milk production as
compared to demand. Of course., from the stand-
point of men having capital invested in butter
and cheese factories, the case has a somewhat
different aspect, but even they could have nothing
to zain in the end by encouraging farmers to
enlarge milk production at unprofitable prices.
We are not in the least alarmed by jeremiads
about decreasiny azrricultural production. Half
the time production is not really decreasing
after all, but merely seems to be because rapidly
enlarecinz home consumption absorbs a big share
of what was formerly a surplus for export.
Da‘ry Commissioner J. A. Ruddick, points out
that the increase of two and a half million in
population has helped to augment Canadian con-
sumption of butter, cheese, milk, ice cream, etc.,
by thirty to forty million dollars’ worth a yvear.

He bel'eves that, notwithstandine our declining
exports, milk production in Canada has increased
as much durins the past decade as in anv other
ten-year period.

Anvway the situation is satisfactory from
producers’ point of view, and we hope will remain
8O With efforts to improve «uality and increase
prodiction per cow, we have eyerv svmpathv for
thit pells sonnd  proeress With wholesale
efforis to increase the puamber of cows we have
no svmpathy at uil. Let  supply  and  demand
seftie that. “ornly end demand alwavs have a
wayvy of wo=tin thines out with better ad-
vantace Tooalhooariies concerned  than conld be
effectidl by na gyvstern of human conception.
Lock 1o andity and  individual profits [.et
staistics ta'e care of themselves.
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YOUR SUBSCRIPTION.

Have you sent us your renewal sub-
scription to * The Farmer’s Advocate and
Home Magazine * ?

Our subscribers are our best circula-
tion getters. They can conscientiously
recommend it to others, feeling that $1.50
cannot be invested in any other manner
that will give as much pleasure and profit.
The larger our circulation' becomes, the
better paper we can give our readers.

Old subscribers sending us two NEW
names and $3.00 may have their own sub-
scription advanced twelve months ; or,
for your own renewal and one NEW name,
we will accept $2.50. In either case we
expect the new subscriber to pay the
regular subscription price of $1.50.

New subscribers will receéive a copy
of the 1912 Christmas Number com-

plimentary.
Dean’s‘ Dairy Drama.

Prof. H. H. Dean, of thke Ontario Ayricultural
Seldom a weeting of the

Colleze, is original.
Dairymen’s Association passes without some
startling new line of thought propounded by the
redoubtable professor. Always it is entertaining,
and often suggestive. At the recent Dairymen’s
Convention in Woodstock, he went, we should
judge, about the whole length of his fertile imag-
ination. He said if he were a millionaire, in-
stead of a college professor, he would undertake
to spread axricultural and dairy knowledge by
employinys, as agencies the moving picture show

and the drama. Personally he would prefer tke

drama, where real persons, cows, appliances and
products with suitable stage equipment ‘‘and all the
necessary accessories of music, colored lichts, com-
fortable seaté, etc., whick go to make strong im-
pressions,”” would be utilized to teach agricultur-
al and dairy lessons.

He then went on to detail the characters,
from the farmer and his hired man who milk
the cows to the Enxlish or Scotch consumer,
and also the scenes, which ranged from the Can-
adian farm to the retailer’s shop and the con-
sumer’'s home. It was. ull very entrancing—
thrillin.r. It made such a vivid impression on
the audience that the official stenographer already
has a play worked up in his mind.

One thingz sure, there should be no difficulty in
ottaining locabk color. The sta-e manager could se-
cure cows with ne 'rly a'l th> shades of the rain':ow,
varying the breed to suit the district, thus ap-
pealing to local patriotism. Nor need he lack
dramatic incident. An  obstreperous brindle
swishinz her tail across the milker’'s face would
be a real hair-raiser, to say nothing of the op-
portunity for dialorue. 1If anything more sensa-
tional were required it might be provided by a
scene showing someone, preferably a minister,
teaching a young calf to drink. The milkmaid
of course would be requisitioned to supply
romance, and altorether the first act should pass
off quite successfully.

Just how the playwright would make out with
the n>xt two acts we are not quite so clear.
There is nothing especially dramatic about a
stack of boxed cheese, while in the consumer’s
home a good deal of dialorue would be necessary
to ke>p thin:s intersstinc. There is not much
romance, tracedy or Pumor in a polite request to
“nass the cheese.””

The admission fee to this enthralling plav was
not settled by the author of the idea. Tt would
be distinctly “‘infra dic.”” to travel about the
country begoinr attendance, and we are not sure
how much jeonle would te willing to pay. Then
arain. we are not sure just how much effect tho
“strong imnressions” would have in persuading
people to test thoir cows and provide summer
silaoe Nor are we clear how the desired lessons
could he enforsog. Biut. no  doubt. Prof. Dean
and Mro Coo will work all 1hpege points out.
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Nature’s Diary.

By A. B. Klugh, M. A.

In the study of nature, the keeping of carefy)
notes is of the utmost importance. An observa-
tion should not be regarded as complete until it
is recorded in permanent form, and in such g
way as to be readily accessible when needed.

In the field a writing-pad and a pencil should
be carried, and notes made on the spot. A very
good and cheap pad is Hinsdill’s Scratch Book,
No. 4020. From tke field pad the notes may be
transferred to two books. The first book may
be termed the ‘‘journal,”” and in it general na-
ture notes should be written from day to day.
This ‘“‘journal’” will prove very interesting read-
ing to its author in after years, and will be
found to contain many observations which have
complately passed from the memory. This style
of recording notes would do very well as the
only form of record, if it were not for the fact
that alter a few years the notes in it cannot
readily be found when needed. Therefore, in the
main line or lines of observation, a loose-leaf
“ledger”’ should be kept. In this ‘‘ledger’’ a page
should be devoted to each species, and the pages
arranged accordiny to the classification used.
Thus in the ‘ledger’’ . for bird notes, the first
pages would deal with the grebes and loons, and
the last witk the thrushes. As a further aid in
quic’ ly locating notes little tabs, bearing the
names of the famil'es as (Frineillidae—the finch
family) may be attached to the sheets on which
the notes on each family becin, so that the tabs
project. By using the loose-leaf system any
numter of pares may be added in any place re-
auire!, and the notes are always in order. Tkin
type-writer paper makes the best leaves for the
‘“ledyger.”’

There is another little book which is very use-
ful in bird study, and that is a monthly time-
book. 1In this the bird’s name is entered in the
‘“name column’’, and the number seen each day
entered under the date. Thus what is called a
““migration reco-d’”’ is kept, which will show
when the species frst appeared, its commonness and
the date of its departure. When a bird becomes
common the letter.‘‘C’’ may be entered under the
date, and ‘‘ditto’”’ mar%s put under each succeed-
ing day” 1If a flock too large to count the in-
dividuals composing it is seen, it may bte record-
ed by the letter “F’’. 1If a bird is not common,
but a good many in‘lividuals are seen om a cer-
tain day, then an ‘“S’’ under the date will record
the fact that several were seen on that day.

In observing birds a good field glass is a
necessity. lhe best rlasses are the prism binoc-
ulars or monoculars, but they are rather ex-
pens‘ve. A field glass shoukd be at least ‘‘eight-
power.”” A telescope, while somewhat incon-
venient to use, is often quite effective, and small
ones are comparatively cheap.

To obtain near views of birds it is necessary
to learn to do two things—to keep still and to
“call.”” The great majority of small birds may
Le ‘“‘called” by makinz a squeaking noise with
the lips, much as one calls a dog. The ‘call’
can oft n be improved by brinsinr the back of
the hand against the lips while the squeak is be-
ing meade.

Th re are several books which are useful for
ide~tifyint  birds in the field. Probably the
easiest one to use is the ‘““Color Kev to North
American Birds”” bv Chapman & Reid, in which
the birds are divided into classes according to
their co'or, and which contains small illustrations)
in color of all Neorth American bhirds.

There is one point, in connection with bird
study, whkich cannot be imrnrassed too strongly
unon the berinner in this fascinating pursuit, and
that is to te atsolutew sure of the identification

of a tird b~fore reco-ding it. Far better no
record than a doubtfil one. Guess work has no
prlace in natural science. e

Government Assistance in Drainage
Editor ““The Farmer's Advocate'’:

Your advocacy for the removad of the duty on
ditching machinery should have the support of
every one int-rested in the agricultural progress
and developments of our province, and T sincerely
hore that our Dominion Government mav take
immediate action and aid the farmer by allowing
drainace m-chinery to enter dutv free.

Even with its removal the cost of a machine
is al nost out of reach of the ordinary farmer, viz.,
51,400 to three times this amount at the factory
on th> oth-r side. This bein2 the case our Provin-
cial Government might come to the help of the
farmer, and 2ssist him in some practical way to

cet his Iand drained by machinerv, as it is next
to impossible, in the great maiority of cases, to
oot it done by hand.

\s governments and corporations can usually
borrow ecanital more cheaplvy than individuals,
arrancernents mirht he mude whereby some cap-
atlt persons, in  certain districts. could be fur-
nichad with a suitahle machine by the Provincial

Departient of Agriculture., they makine all ar-




