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CHURCH UNION.
By Dr. J. M. Harper.

Article 1L

History has been accused of being a
great distorter of bottom facts; but its
lessons are, all the esame, a wholesome
guidance when events are in the way of
repeating themselves. The echoes of the
late contention between the United Free
Church of Scotland and the Dissociate F.
('s. have hardly yet been hushed. When
the contention was at ite warmest over
the allotment of the temporalities, an
apology appeared in one of the &mm:ph
newspapers, temporizing with the strid-
ency of the demands of the “Wee Frees,”
and pointing out how the people of the
two churches entering the union, had been
too indifferent to make a close and care-
ful enquiry into the details of the terms
of the union—having allowed themeelves
as was said, to be led pretty much as
their church leaders had advised. And cer-
tainly there is some reason to hchg\-e
that the genuine popularity of the union
movement above referred to, did tend to
promote a “laisser aller” polemic, the
faith of the majority in the results of a
consolidating  denominational  influence
giving too little heed to the remnant of
the people who were apposed to the union.

It is not easy to keep the restraint of
patience on an overwhelming majority.
There is alwaye an inclination to depend
more on numbers to gain one's end that
on argument, and whether or not an in-
trinsic blame had to be laid at the doqr
of the very latest church union party in
Seotland, that has just gained its ende of
a partial Presbyterian Union, there can
be no doubt of the pertinency of the les-
eon which the movement, with all its
historic “pros and cons.” and mixed ex-
aggerations of feeling and statement, has
handed over to the very latest church
union party in Canada that would have a
partial union of our Protestant churches.
The finesse of leadership does not always
involve the bias of partyism. Neither is
a vice in iteelf. But it is certain that if
the lesson of the campaign in favour of
Preshyterian Union as an initial step to-
wards a  wider church union in
Scotland is  to be of full service
to  Canadians, all supercilions neglect
of the leadership of the “smaller
followings” should be frowned down from
the very beginning. The canvass for any
ghare of church union that is practicable
ought to be in the very largest measure
one of fairmindedness, with a single eye
to what is for the best of society. The
warnings of professionaliem and traditional
prejudice should be warily treated in the
discussions that are sure to follow the
preliminary deliberations and findings of
the Union Committees, now that the
question has been sent down to the minor
church courta and the laity for a final
verdict, Nay, the frictional illogical plea
and inflammatory appeal, borrowed as it
may be from our political modele, have to
be gingerly dealt with for truth’s sake,
in face of an awakened opposition that
gives utterance to these peevish words,
even before the ball has well been ()])Pl‘li

ed.

“8 ardent is the feeling of the friends
of the Union that they are disposed to be
impatient at the attitude of any one who
calls in question the wisdom of the pro-
ject or ventures to criticize the stens
which have been taken in dealing with
the subject.”

Such a warning, premature as it is from
the standpoint of fact, is one of the open-
ing eentences of a pamphlet which has
lately heen issned, combating the findines
of the Union Committees, not only in ana
phase, but in every nhaee of their ampan
ment. And anv eritic of the thesis of
the pamplet will cedtainly earn a comi.
ficate for an all-enduring patience, if he

can koep his equanimity while analyzing
the special pleading and untenable logic
indulged in by the author,

In a firet article of mine, lately publish-
ed, reference was made to the partial
union that might or might not be a pre-
lude to a general union. The possible
and the practical in a minor proposal
should not he stultified hy the impossible
and the impracticable in a wider proposal.
Union gave us our enduring wider con-
The hint in the proposal for Maritime
federation of provinces, just as the hint
in thie partial union of Preshvterians.
Methodista and  Congregationaliste  may
nave the wav for a general Protestant
Union. Buot had the wider wnion involy-
ed in Confederation heen fannd ta he im-
nossihle and imnracticalle the nmicct of
a Maritime Union would have had ta he
dealt  with, all the same. Our fail-
ing to secure what cannot he securcd
does  not inhibit ws  from securing
what ean  be secured, One  thing
at a time is the kev-note of 4 right nea.
orese TTnit to imit s the simnlest nrh.
lem in arithmetic.  And whatover resrats
are likely to he uttered over the fact that
only three of our Protestant denomina-
tions in Canada have heen commselling
themeelves into a wnion. these reerets
ean in no wav he lagieal'v  advanped ae
arenment againet the virtue of the move-
ment now afoot. Unit to unit js the
ewiest nroblem. esnecially when ta all
annearances. it is the only nawille ana
The Ancliean hody has » nrohlem of wni-
fication of its own to solve. hefore it oan
precent itgelf as 4 unit waiting 4a ha 2
od to a vnit as alea have the Rantists ner.
hare, The Preshvtorians and Vel Vets
have alreadv nassed thronely, the neanses
of self-unification, and now present them-
&elves to he added as umits ta one an.
other and to the Cangregational hadv 17
there were to he found anv word in the
renort of the enh-committenss on TTaign an
in their echednle of terms whish aanlg
he taken as a harrier to a general Protest-
ant Union. when the time comes for
euch. the nlea. that the aim in favonr of
rartial wnion is too marrow to he entor
Hrined. might have had =ome little foree.
But not one word is to he found in the
reporte on doctrine. on polity or on the
ministry. administration and law, which
can he turned into a stumhling Vol n
the wav of the Analicans and thae Mo
regotintine  for union  with the mnew
United Chorch. Tt is to he honed. there-
fore. that no preindice will take the nlace
of eound reasoning. when the emwty as.
sertion i& made that tha nransels  fon
mmion do not go far enoneh The histane
of the movement o far «hows, in the
most unmistakable wav. that there has
heen neither haste nar anv indlination i
disconrteay in the sonfinine ~F the nasn
tintiona to these churehes. A treaty with
the immoseible mav he  a thine & in.
ternst to the theological dialectician in his
elahoratione of what might he, if things
were only otherwise. But the eame of
ench treaty making ie. none the less, look-
ed unon as a folly hy the mractieal age
in which we live. Of conrse the resnen.
eibility of proving that there is a mean
time imnossible in the wav of a wider
union reste with those who instify e
nexotintions on the narrower hasis adont.
ed—a task which willl no donks ha sedew
taken “in extenso” if neceseitv deminda
it before the laity have made wn {hoiv
minds on the nearer elements of the de
taile of the terme of the union under ean-
eideration.  Tndeed. there can  now he
adonted mo enfer nlan on tha rart of 1
laity than to analvee with eonseientions
earve, what the grheommittees actim v
@y in their renovs hefare  taking n
with the pleadings of thoge who are opposed
to the proposed union on the sfrev®n
of the rather untenable arqument advane-
ed by the supnorters of the amandment
that was lost in the last Preshyterian

General Assembly, namely, that the unit-
ed church may not realize the success that
has been voucheafed to the three churches
wol;kin( in the cause of Christ independ-
ently, °

An examination of the report of the
sub-committee on Doctrine reveals a
wonderful simplicity and comprehensive-
mess in its nineteen articles, There may
be an over-hastening to do well in the
apinit of the present age as well as a
hastening to do ill. Theories have to he
curtailed. it has heen eaid, to meet the
vracticabilities of life, But we all know
hosw church standards  hecome  eacred
things from age. and how, even when
they fall into disnee as conduct correct
ivee, the faithful are reluctant to taka
any  sters  towarde  theis  remadallin.
Creeds, however, at their hest are but in-
crustations, embodying or preserving the
fundamentals of gospel truth within them.
The aosnel was made for man and not
man for the gosnel: and, as man changes
in We elow hereditary  wiv.  so must
man'a creads change for eosnel needs, The
snegested confession of faith for the nro-
posed United Chureh nregente o dhanen
much needed, as some would say—that
involves only a very few secondary losces.
The gosnel needs have certainly not heen
impaired hy anv verbal limitations of the
projected ereed-inernstation,  The divine
absolutism as set forth in the older stand-
arde has heen eublimed into the grace of
God in Christ. a8 the fundamental of
fundamentale in the Christian faith: and
from article to article the theme of God
ae a Father, and Chriet as sn evamnle
of the nerfection of hnman life. indwell
ing and reconciling, is judiciously developed
in the phraseology of a current Christian
exnerience. until, in the mineteenth arti-
cle it presents a summary of duty that
riees to something like eloanence. and. ns
the Rev. Dr. Macrae has «aid in his o€
cellent discourse on the proposed union
of the churches in Canada “glows with
a fervor of homage to the practical and
with a hope that the Chrietian faith, ae
a living nower in the movements of con-
duet and history, &hall finally be trium-
phant and univemsal.”

Tn a doeument whoee most  ma-ked
feature is ite hrevitv. there ecannot Yt
he omissions to he noticed hy the o ler
memhers of the churches nronosing nnion,
The committee on doctrine hae alveady
heen nossesced of a desire to deal with
what conld he agreed unon ag a eommon
foothold than with all that misht he in.
clnded in the most concicely comnrehion.
cive statement of a ereed possible.  As
it is. the new creed is a marvel of conei-
seness,  This in itself is a great gain ‘o
the Christian world.  Sneaking of the
omiseione that have alreadv been detected
Dr. Macrae good-humonredly admite that
it omita all mention of nlenary insnira.
tion, the virility of fore-ordinafion, the
representative covenant with Adam, the
doctrine of election and the nerseverance
of the eainte.  And whatever he thinks
of the loss of these. he has every sympathy
with the burying of the distinctions ®e-
tween Calvinists and Armenians, and the
literature of the recinroval dennneiations
indulged in by the polemics of other days.
Conduct and service, in this revised en-
unciation of goepel needs. are made to
take no second place amid theological
dubieties, that tend to promote division
more than communion. The greatest
thing in the world—love to God and
charity towards man—has its deservedly
prominent place in the new creed: and
while gome may find too mueh in the so-
called Nineteen Articles and others ton
little. altogether the proposal, like church
mnion itself. may he taken as being in
keeping with the apirit of the times and
the 7eal of the memhers of the church of
C(hrist, uwnder  any  denomination.  to
farther the wnlifting of the meonle into
line with the highest morality there is,




