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General Assembly. namely, that the unit
ed church may not realize the success that 
bas been vouchsafed to the three churehei 
working in the cause of Christ independ
ently.

An examination of the report of the 
sub-committee on Doctrine rex-eals a 
wonderful simplicity and comprehensive
ness in it» nineteen articles. There may 
be an over-hastening to do well in the 
spirit of the present age ns well as a 
hastening to do 
curtailed, it hae been said, to meet tbe 
practicabilities of life. Put we all know 
how church standards become sacred 
things from age. and how. even when 
they fall into disuse a* conduct correct 
ix-fw. the faithful are reluctant to take 
anv «tens towards thp-V remodeWn, 
Creeds, however, at their best are hut in
crustation*. embodying or prp«crving the 
fundamental* of goepel truth within them. 
The <nw.e1 was made for man and not 
man for the gospel: and. as man changes 
in hi« slow hereditary wav. en must 
man's creed* change for gosnei needs. The 
suggested confession of faith for the 
po*ed United Church presents a ifti 
much needed, as some would say—that 
involves only a very few secondary Wes. 
The gosnei need* have certainly not been 
impaired by anv verbal lim’tatnons of the 
protected ereed-ineru«tntion. The divine 
absolutism as set forth in the older stand
ards has been sublimed into the grace of 
God in Christ, ns the fundamental of 
fundamentals in the Christian faith: and 
from nrtiicle to article the theme of God 
as a Father, and Christ as -*n PT-»mn1p 
of the nerfection of human life, indwell
ing and reconciling, is judiciously developed 
in the phraseology of a current Christian 
evnerienre. until, in the nineteenth arti
cle it present* a summary of duty that 
rises to «omething like elonuence. and. a* 
the Bey Dr. Macrae has «aid in his eft 
relient discourse on the proposed union 
of the churches in Canada "glows with 
a fervor of homage to the practical and 
with a hope that the Christian faith, ns 
a lix'ing newer in tl-e moxvments of con
duct and history, shall finally he trium
phant and universal."

Tn a document whose most m.a-ked 
feature is its hrevitv. there cannot h«it 
he omissions to be noticed by the e 1er 
member* of the churches nronnsing union. 
The committee on doctrine ha* already 
been possessed of a desire to deal with 
what could he agreed unon as a common 
foothold than with all that might ho in
cluded in the most concisely comnrphpn. 
six-e statement of a creed possible. As 
it is. the
sene**. This in itself is a great gain fo 
the Christian world. .Sneaking of the 
omissions that hare alreadv been detected 
T>r. Macrae good-humouredlv admits that 
it omits all mention of nlenarv inenira- 
tion, the virility of fore-ordinafion. the 
representatix-e covenant with Adam, the 
doctrine of election and the perseverin'-* 
of the saints. And wlmtex-c- he thi«ks 
of the loss of these, he has ex-orv sympathy 
with the burying of the distinctions be
tween Calvinists and Armenians, and the 
literature of the reeintwal denunciation* 
indulged in hv the polemics of other days. 
Conduct and service, in this revised en
unciation of gospel needs, are made to 
take no second place amid theological 
dubieties, that tend to promote division 
more than communion. The greatest 
thing in the world—love to God and 
charity toax-ards man—ha* its deservedlv 
prominent place in the new creed: and 
while some may find too much in the so- 
called Nineteen Articles and other* ton 
little, altogether the proposal, like church 
union itself, may he taken as being in 
keeping xriHh the spirit of the time* and 
the real of the member* of the church of 
Christ, under any denomination. to 
farther the uplifting of the nennle into 
line with the highest morality there is.

can k ep hi* equanimity while analyzing 
the special pleading and untenable logic 
indulged in by the author.

In a first article of mine, lately publish
ed. reference was made to the partial 
union that might or might not he a pre
lude to a general union. The possible 
and the practical in a minor proposal 
should not be stultified bv the impossible 
and the impracticable in a wider proposal. 
Union gave 11s our enduring wider con- 
The hint in the proposal for Maritime 
federation of rroxnnce*. jin* as the hint 
in this partial union of Presbyterian*. 
Methodises and Congregationalism» 
nave the wav for a general Protestant 
Union. Put had the wider union Waiv
ed in Confederation hcc« found to he im
possible and imnracticalilc the of
a Maritime Union would have hi,j bn 
dealt with, all the same, 
ing to secure what cannot bp secured 
doe* not inhibit

CHURCH UNION.

lly Dr. J. M. Harper. 
Article II.

History lia» been accused of being a 
great distorter oi bottom facts; but its 
luwuim are, all the same, a wholesome 
guidance when events are in the way of 
repeating themselves. The echoes of the 
late contention between the United Free 
Church of Scotland and the Dissociât* F. 
l"n. have hardly yet been hushed, 
the contention was at its warmest over 
the allotment of the temi»oralities. an 
apology appeared in one of the Scottish 
newspapers, temporizing with the strid
ency of the demande of the "NNee Frees,1 
and pointing out how the people of the 
two churches entering the union, had been 
too indifferent to make a close and care
ful enquiry into the details of the term* 
of the union—having allowed themselves 

much a* 
And cer

tainly there is some reason to believe 
that the genuine popularity of the union 
movement above referred to, did tend to 
promote a "laisser aller’’ polemic, the 
faith of tbe majority in tbe result* of a 

influence 
of

ill. Theories hax-e to be
When

Our fail

lis from securing 
can he secured. One thing

at a time is the key-note of a right nm. 
prpee Unit to unit is the «imnlisl nw>h- 
1cm in arithmetic. And whatever rp«**-n»s 
are likely to be uttered over the fact that 
<mlv three of our Protestant denomina
tion* in Canada have been counselling 
themselves into a union. thc*e regret* 
can in no wax* be logical*? ad«*wn<»#d 
argument against the virtue of the 
ment now afoot. Unit to unit i* th» 
eisicst problem. eenecinllv when to all 
annearanccs. it i* the only nowibh*
Tbe Anglican body has n problem of uni
fication of it* own to solve before it can 
present itself a* a unit waiting «n 1-» ..dd 
rd to a unit a* al*o have the B-*nti*t« 
haps. Thp Pcpehyterian* and Mc‘V ,:e's 
have already passed through the 
of self-unification, and now present them
selves to 'he added ns irait* to one an
other and to the Congregational body Tf 
there were to he found anv word in the 
report of the «nh-committece on Union "*• 
in their schedule of term* whi-h eo**M 
l>e taken a* a Harrier to a general Protest
ant Union, when the time 
such, the plea, that the aim in favour of 
Partial union i* too narrow to be enter
tained. might hax-e had some little force. 
But not one word is to he found in t*>e 
report* on doctrine, on polity or on th* 
ministry, administration and law. whirih 
can he turned into a stnmbVn? ’ h i- :n 
the wav of the Anglicans an-* th* H. 
negotiating for union with the new 
United Church. Tt is to be honed there

on was «aid. to Ik* led 
their church leaders had

pretty
advised.

d<-n< ►mmatinnalconsolidating
giving too little heed to the remnant 
the people who were opposed to the union.

It is not easy to keep the restraint of 
patience on an overwhelming majority. 
There is always an inclination to depend 
more on numbers to gain one’s end that 
on argument, and whether or not an in
trinsic blame had to be kid at the door 
of the very latest church union party in 
Scotland, that has just gained its end» of 
a partial Presbyterian Union, there can 
lie no doubt of tbe pertinency of the les
son which the movement, with all its 
historic "pros and con».” and mixed ex
aggerations of feeling and statement, has 
handed over to the very latest church 
union party in Canada that would have a 
jiartial union of our Protestant churches. 
The finesse of leadership doe* not always 
involve the bias of pertyism. Neither i« 
a vice in itself. But it is certain that if 
the lesson of the campaign in favour of 
Presbyterian Union ns an initial step to
ward* a 
Scotland is 
to Canadians, all supercilious neglect 
of the leadership of the “smaller 
following*” should lie frowned down from 
the very beginning. The canx'ass for any 
share of church union that is practicable 
ought to he in the very largest measure 
one of fair-mindedness, with a single eye 
to what is for the lient of society. The 
warning* of professional ism and traditional 
prejudice should he warily treated in the 
discussion* that are sure to follow the 
preliminary deliberation* and findings of 
the Union Committees, now that the 
question has been sent down to the minor 
church courts and the laity for a final 
verdict. Nay, the frictional illogical plea 
and inflammatory appeal, borrowed as it 
may lie from our political models, have to 
he gingerly dealt with for truth’s sake, 
in face of an awakened opposition that 
give* utterance to these peevish words, 
even before the hall has well been open-

“.So anient is the feeling of the friends 
of the Union that they are disposed to he 
impatient at the attitude of any one who 
calls in question the wisdom of the pro
ject or x'entures to criticize the rtens 
which have been taken in dealing with 
the subject.”

Such a warning, premature a* it is from 
♦he standpoint of fact, is one of the open
ing sentence* of a -pamphlet which ha* 
lately been issued. combating the findings 
of the Union Committees, not only fn ne* 
phase, hut in even* nhaeo of tho-r 
ment. And anv critic of the the*in of 
the pamplet will certainly earn a ce-ri- 
ficate for an all-enduring patience, if he

/

wider church union in 
to be of full sen-ice

fore, that no prcindice will tike the nlace 
of sound reasoning, when the em 
section is made that th» nron-ve- 
imion do not go fir pponriH 
of the movement wo far show*, in thp 
most immi«takahle war. that there has 
been neither ha«te

oty 

flip hi '*«*• creed ia a marvel of conci-

iuetltv-lï'n
<heoniirtp*v in the rpnfitimf» -f *Vp
tiations to these chnrehcw. A trc-itv wi*h 
the impossible m*v be a th:n« :n. 
terest to the theological dialectician in h*« 
elaborations of what might be, if thine* 
were only otherwise. But the game of 
such treaty making is. none the 1rs*, look
ed noon a* a folly by the nmcticnl age 
in which we lix-e. Of course the rew'-n- 
sibility of proving that there i* a mean 
time inmnssihle 
union rests with those who justify t1*» 
negotiations on the narrower hnsi* a'b'o*- 
ed—a ta*k which wiffl no doubt h« »*«d—• 
taken "in extenso” if necessity demands 
it before the laitv have 
mind* on the nearer clement* of *he de
tail* of the terms of the union under con
sidération. Indeed, there eon now he 
adopted no safer rdnn on the rant of 
laitv than to inalx-«e with enn*ei*ntion« 
care. what the e'»b-enmnvttee* setup Hr 
say in their rennets before taW«nr •••» 
with the pleading* of those who are onpo«od 
to the proposed union on the sfna^h 
of the rather untenable argument adx-an'*- 
ed hv the supporter* of the amendment 
that wns lost in the last Presbyterian

in the wav of a wider
7ed.

made im the-e


