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Ac< online ;i- the British merchants went out of the fishing 
hu<ine.-s. ami the Kngli>h voi:ng>tcr.~ cea>ed to come, ami those 
who had prex i«msl\ arrixed. elected to remain ; when the business 
of the Colony became almost centralized in the city of St. Johns: 
an l the prices of «-ont modifie- kept up in the local markets of 
the oiitports : .mi] the fi-li \\a~ kept down ! « » a minimum value; 
then other da vs and other fortunes tame. Only a favoured few 
among the planter' handled any cash. They gave their fish and 
received for it a' much a' the htisine" man -aid it was worth. 
There Ma- general!v a fisherman balance on the wrong side of 
the merchant*< ledgt r. The writer, thirty-fixe xears ago. gathered 
i i; h:< Milan with a hoop and >pring I ala lice. < Inly a small per- 
ccntagc would tell him tliev intended to gix • cash. A nunilter of 
circiunstanct»s militated against the rank and tile of Bonavista for 
more than half of the ninetet nth century, yen. and nearly to the 
end of it. Ikmr fisheries and an occasional semi-potato famine, 
brought the people into dire <trait-. Bonavista and Bird Bland 
Cove x\ere in tho-c dax> -vnonym.' for poverty. Txvo more inde­
pendent places it xx oil Id now he hard to find. The late Hr. Ii. h. 
Korl-es lia> left Mime interesting dippings which arc the in­
terpreter' of the >tniggle for existence i periemed by the people 
-eventv years ago. Here is one.

The x i>it of (mvernor Li Marchand to Bmiax i>ta. August 1th, 
1MÎ. "On Wednesday. Aug. 1th. at S a.m. a -tcamer xvas de- 
scried coming from the northward. In another hour ll.M.S. 
Vouviits anchored off the harUmr rinks. The inhabitants xvere 
«•ginning to a-'ciuhle t«« axxait the landing of the Sovereign s re­

presentative. when a Imat appeared in the harhour. and in a few


