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The minimiiin ninount "f Fth.vl Nifriti- roqiiirod by the British I'hiirmaropa'ia

is onr iiiul flinciiinirtiTs iht ichi (t-7.">') li.v woidlit. Of th<> ciillprlian now rriHirlcil.

44 jwr iTiit ..| the .•iiiii|i|i'k i-ujilniii Iiv-h IIuiii ihi^ nmiiunt; '.W i>ir criil ciiiilinn |i"

thnii I IMT <'cut •«!' V.\\\\\ Nilrilf; It i»t <'t'iil r intaiii Ic-n than iiiu-lialf of 1 jmt

ciMit; while iKMirlv !) imt oMit of the ^aiiipii-s i-(mtaiii iiiiiii' at ail.

Althitiiffh tile iiariic> of llic iiiiiniifaitiircr^, kt fiiriiisli<T'< w* supplifil l>,v tin-

vendor, are ffiveii in their proiMT plaees in the appendeil taliji . it is but rinht I"

insist that rospoiisilii]it.\ for the ipiality of Sweet Spirit of X fre 'hoiihl re^t upon

tho immediate dealer, or vendor of llie artii'le. There is no reason to believe tli.il

any nninufaetiirer ol ri'pnte fnrnishe^ tliis clrn« otherwisi> than -.ip to standanl

.streuKtli. The nani'' of the inannfai'turer or fnrnisher ii (Hven in aco<>r(!ani-i' witli

section 1!> of the Aet, and not In iMUse of any provi'd neulineliee on his part.

"It is ahiinilantly evidi'nt, in view of the eontiiuied sale of this drUK in a eon

ditinn in whieli it seriously iuindJiMp-* the physieian. ami imperil- the wi'll-heinn o|

tli« patient, that drnui'ists iinist ho ni;ide to reidize their respmsihility in dispensing

druKs which fail t- meet the standard s^t by the pbarmacopipias.
' Kxpcrimcnt> nnidi' by the late I'ranklin T. Harrison. Tiihlic .\n.dyst, jirovrd

that Sweet Spirit of Xitre made aeioplinj; to Hritiah l'harniaeo|Ki>!d dire<-li(]ii-

oaii be kept, withont change, for a yiiir. under proi)er prtM-autions. (.See Bulletin

Xo. 2:1, p. 7.)

. "If this ini|X'rtant driiK earn ' be procured by phy-ieians in such condition .1^

the pharmacopu'ia roiuires, it should either be n moved from the pharmacopaii

altofrethcr, or ph.ysieiai/s must learn to eni|>loy it in full knowlcflge of its doubtliil

charaeter and b»> prejiared for mo.-t erratic and uncertain results.

"The fact is that it can he prepared and iiept by careful ami intelliKcnt dru.'

Bists, and that this is not (tnc itiust be rcjiardcd as a disjiracu to the druK traiir,

and a very serious menace to the public."

The results of the present insiiectioii may be suinmarizeil thus:

—

Samplec.

Found to meet H.l'. rc<iuin'ments 4
" eiirrc' f as to content of Kthyl Xitrite lU

appro.vimatcly correct as to Kthyl Xitrite content . . 12

" to contain dej-ideil excess of hthyl Xitrite U*

" to contain marked dcticiem-y of Kthyl Xitrite. ... 1!>

Total %

It is to bo noted that the revised pharmaco|Hr'ia of l'.»14 makes some sliKht chaiiic

in the standard for this drug as below :- -

1898. 1914.

Method of preparation rnchanged.
Kthyl X'itrite in freshly prepare il spirit ->'', 2fi(!%

Specific gravity 0.s:58 \,i 0.842

Kthyl Nitrite as dispensed: minimum l-'O^'r l-'ti'",

" " maximum i.-.O'-. 2-fi(ic^

Since the revised pharmaco|Kria of 1014 has but recently cnmc into recognition

in Canada, it i.s fair to interpret the result.s of analysis in snch a way its to conform

to either the edition of 1898 or that of li)14. As a matter of fact the difTerenci>. a?

far as this drug is concerned air negligible.

It will be noted that, in th. lattor of speeifie gravity- otdy five f.') samples f.nll

within the limits fixed by the pimrmacoivpin. Fifty-four (r>4) sample.'t have »

Rpecifie gravity below 0-fi38 and twenty-six (26) Mumplcs have specific gravity above

0S42.


