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iiriil lio calm amidst tlic tcinpivts wliich toniiont llio riiiircli, tliiit inajosty bo pjcntlo

ntuUolidlyofl'iiis IX.thiit iiiiui oftln.'rijrht hand otCi.nl, tliiit Ali;;il (it'tlii'i'iirtli,

niid to ollVr to liiin ynui- suwl our liomiigo : the lioiiiajji- of our tiliiil \w\y, ot'imr

],ruf(iiiiul IV pcct, ..t'oiir h)vu iiii 1 of our perfect di'votedni'rfs.hftiiiiy to ho prceeiit,

in coinpaiiy rtiili all our hrothns <ifthis province, ut tlmt lui^'ust ntisuuihly of nil

tin; princes of (lod'H jifoplo ; liiippy in tiiiu to |>res-i witli tliciu, iti thoso fjreiit

Ansi/.cs of the Church of (Jod, round Her Visible Jle;id, in order to litjlit with

llini and under IiIb orders tlie llfjlit of llic Lord : the il^'Iit (i<,'miiBt the spirit of

error ; the li^'lit iiL^ainst the spirit of evil ami (,f untruthfulneaj ; and to prochiini

niul to cause to triumph at la^t th'J ctcnud truth which alono cm save tho

World.

For such is the ohjct of this j^reat Council, and that is the end which tlic

SovereiL;n Pontill has pmpofcd to himself in convoking it.

ToYrocinv the i;rcater.t trhiry of (ind, the honor of his worship, tho intci^'rity

of thu faith, the eternal salvation of men, tho holiness of discipliiif in the cleriry,

tjie purity < f morals amon^' the faithful, a christian educatiim to youth, tho

instruction of nations, to remove every evil from thu Church nnd from society,

to put down vice, to n-pcl eimr, to briui,' hack strayed men to the path of truth

niul of Justice, to eidii;htcn and to save the world : that is what the council has

in view : tlmt is its j,'reat object : that is the work whicii it proposes to itself,

und on which it is about to deliberate.

You see therefore, D. 15. U., tlmt this work of the Ciuiiicil is the work itself

of God ; the work of the .^on of God in the world :—thu work ot the salvation

of the world which lie has confided to His Church, yes, that is what the (Kciime-

nii-al Council is about to effect ; that is thu holy work which it seeks to accom-

plish with theall-jiowerful assistance of the Saviour of tho world who will i>resi(lo

over it as Bupr. nu' head of the Church, and under tlij ins[iiration of the Holy

tihost who will culij,'liten it. For He has [ir( inised to His apostlei and to their

successors " to bj with them all days, even '.o thu consunmiation of tho woild,

•' to be in the ni'dst of tlieii where they shall be 1,'alhered together in His name,

" and to fend them His Holy Spirit to teach them all truth,
"' and to sugi^est to

them all ihey nui.-t do for the salvation of men.

Theiefire, in this (Jiumcil, as in all the jjeucral councils which have preceded

it in the Chui'eh of (iod, evci y thiiij; will be done under thu presidency and

iiifhieneu of Jesus Christ, ami un !er the inspiration of His Divliie Sj irlt. .lesus-

Cliii>t will Himself labour with the liishops and direct them; and the Holy

(iho.--t will (n'igliten them. They will be eiuibled to say, with eontidence, like
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