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I know nothing so conducive to tjiese impor-
tant purposes as just conceptions of our individu*
al characters. So long as our attention is taken
"P with the defects or excellencies of others, and
the state of our own minds is overlooked ; it is
impossible that we can make that progress to-
wards perfection, which is evidently our greatest
interest and one of the principal ends of our pre-
sent existence. I would therefore

Lastly—Recommend selfknowledge as the first
step to all improvement. Here I must beg your
indulgence for a few minutes longer ; because the
subject is not merely one of the most important,
but unfortunately the least regarded by the chil-
dren of men. You are all persuaded ihat inteU
Jectual and moral perfection does no more reside in
human bosoms on earth, than angels of light do
in houses of clay. How come you by this per-
suasion ? Is it, by a discovery of the evils which
exist in your own character, or by perceiving
them only in the conduct of others ? Man, woman,
l^ave you seen an end to all perfection in your own
thoughts and actions, as well as in the world a-
round you ? In your estimate of human deficien,
cies, cud you begin with yourself? or have you
hitiierto left ^yourself out of the estimate ? The
answer of this question is connected with all that
IS truly valuable in character, and with happiness ^

jn time and eternitj'.

In ordinary life who would neglect his own af- .
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