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SAfilTATION or INVA]

>. ** H« Justly eiykiaM IhiMM for hia oiia,

. I,. Whu boutfh^ tbflin with » prio« ^^

*b4, b«Uf bit, tbtj arc mA^.

8aNlj thsM InlUDMi of «ur Lor4't •poeUI rofknl, toadormtM,

•nd lovt, for ehlldrtn ftffbrd • ttrong •Doout«tftin«Dt m to thtir

ct«rn»l MlvAtloQ If b« «liim«d tbcm on ffarib,i|rlll b« dtiown tbcat in

h««Ttn T If b«r« bo •noouragcd thoni to oon|i« antd bim, will b«

htr«*fl«r forbid tbein eomincT If on eartbi'bo blaind tbtm, Iq

hMTsn will h« enrM tbcm T Forbid tb« tboogbt. J«tui, oar KIdtr

Brotbor, hM itlll the Mme gr««t tender loTlqig bewrt m in the da^t

when he rejoiced in the pr»iMioftbe <'llttl« oaet," Invited them t*

fiome onto bIm, took thrn up In hit amil and blened them. _,

3. CkiUrtn, aceording to ChrUt'i 9um tttelaraiion, ftcloef tt tht

ftmUyo/Chd. I
'

J
In a passage already qno^ed be gives M t^ rea«on why obildran

ought not to be hindered firom oonlng unt6 blm that "of suoh is the

Kingdom of Ood." The meanfng of tbi^ expresaioo, aeoording to

the great mftjorlty of the best commAntat<^rs, U< that " of saoh "—of
Infants—^heaven is in a great measure ma<te ap. John Newton sajs,

" In these words our Lord informs us ot a/act, that the nutnber Of

infaoti who are efllsctually redeemed to 0od by His blood, so greatly

exceeds the aggregate of adult beUev^rs, that, comparatirely, Bis
/

kingdom may be said to consist of littU children." /

.
Such, I believe, is the true meaning of this precious passage.— "

/

The disciples thought these •' little Ones " beneath their Master** /

ifotice, but not so the Master himself.; The presence of the childrm '
//

reminds blm of bis Father's hou8e,~ttie heaven from which be cam*,
and be says " of such is the kingdomiof heaven."

If it be Mid that the expression, |< kingdom of Ood," or " kiog<
dom of heaven," me«Qs the Obnreb of Qhrist on earth, still the pas-

sage bears with scarcely any leM forle on the ••lvatioo''of iofaB'

For then we have here Ohrist's warrant for regarding children

members of bis visible oboroh, and the queition comes to thit,4> / . >

poes not Obrist's recognition of ebildrea as members of his char(

on earth imply that he will recognise them as members of bis chnri

in bsaven 7 Men'may misUke as to those who are entitled to ihk
priviiogM of -Christ's ehureb. But Christ bimself eannot. J^md
tbsrefors, i bolisve bs will oot SzeUide from Um obareb in k«^a
those 10 whom be has assigned a place in the shoroh •• earth. / /

In. whichetrsr sense, then, wo take th« oxpression, «R3ngv>

dom of Qod," ths fcet that " little eMldten," as saoh, bslOflg t^ tito
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IhmUy of Ood eloarly revMled. I saj Ilttls eMIdfta, «s
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