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If wo in<hil|^o in a rc^ispoct on thin octaHion, it is to

.8 and tluunk (;o(l for t^lc luiU'vt^louH ini^d'UHO ho huH morci-

y vouclifiiifi-il io His Church in thiH Provineo. Hut a fow

rH ago, iukI thrrti were only n few Hcatti'n'd pricHtfi hihoring

ho Lord's vine} artl in Ontario; Catholiv. ftuuilicH, poor iind

riondtd, wm- toiHng in .the wihUn-nyBs, strivinK to cut out

onu'st^'iid from tho rchictant forest ;
children «rew up

hout re li<,MOurt instriictjion, and many of, tlnmi wore, in

He<iuenc(', lost to tho'rhurch. The htth' ones of C'lirist

•0 famiHhinf,' for the hreiid olVhfo, and tliero wen* few or

consecrated handw to hreak' it" unto them. Tiu! lloly

'Tifico*of the MasH, the great central act of Christian

fHhip, for. which tho most glorious structure ever de-

iied by human genius and built by human hands is'

iniworthy, could be ofl^-red up but at dintant intervals, and

'n only iii thii smoky iabin, or in the humble log chapt4.

A-riages were often unblest by* tho ministrations of tho

lurch, an«t tlfe Sundays wpre unsanctiiied. . The sick and

'row-stricken were in many instances d(!prived of the don-

ations of rtdigidn; and, too fre;pieutly, alas, s(mls wont to

Av i\Yvm\ account, unshrived; and unanointed, in the lone-

ess of tliejorest. , /7
'

lint the picture which now presents itself is, thank God,

i-y different. Ontario is at present an Ecclesiastical Pro-

ice, having an Archbishop fin I four aufi'ragan Bishops^

arly three hundred priests, and a ('atholic po[)ulation of

out t^;iO,()l)(). Happier than the faithful of other countries,
^

; possess a system of Catholic .primary education established
'

law; we have a sufficient number of colleges and conveiit-

il academies for higher education, and also charitable insti-

tions for the protection of orphans, and for the healing and

mfort of the sick and suffering. ' Churches liave arisen in

ir cities, towns and villages, and crosses gleam from their

eeples through the length and breadth of the land.-

To the holy bishops and zealous and devoted priests \yho

ive passed to their reward, this happy state of things is,
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