
SERBIA: STARTING 15

mir or Nemanya. The Turks were now
looming dangerously in the East, The
Greek Empire was tottering. With it,

the rest of Eastern Europe might fall,

including little Serbia— one of the

smallest of all the little principalities.

But Serbia, if small, was brave, and
Dushan hoped to proclaim a Serbo-Greek

Empire to head off the Asiatic hordes.

To accomplish this he took certain terri-

tory from the Greek Empire and, pro-

claiming himself Emperor of the Serbs

and Greeks, was solemnly crowned at

Ukslib at Easter, 1346. Nine years

later he tried to unite Bulgars and Serbs

and Greeks against the Turks. With a
large army of about one hundred thou-

sand trained soldiers he ^vas almost at

the gates of Constantinople when a
sudden illness overtook him and he died.

Under Dushan Serbia had very nearly

reached her highest ambition— complete
dominion over the Balkan Peninsula.

Dushan ruled also a large part of the
former Byzantine lands in Europe.


