
SEED.

Only well dcvcldptMl, wtll-iimli initonn. M>uiid >t<><l t>i r-trcuR viui'^ty should
!«• used. HcHiis from plnnts iiitcri,-,; ,iih tiif cuimi.m di.-cnM' ku'^wn «> a.itiirucnosc
iir i)od >i>..t. >lic>iil<l lint !.<• UM'd t'ur .-...hI. l)iM-ii>.d >c»d will iiMiull.v iir.Hluro dis-
I'Mscd pliiiit^ iiiid iiifc'tinii in:iy l>c -.pr.Md !.• lualtliy |.laiit-. II. ii.,- it i- iidxl-aMi-,
where iM)S!iii.l»<, to seh^et t'<e future -iipply of M-ed from the prowiujf .toji, from healthy
IHirciit stock.

Tlie vitality ot the seed ciiii \<i- li ariied hy coiidiietiiij,' a (.'i riiiinatioii fe;^t. This
test i-au ho made at home \>y phiiitiiit,' a uniform sample .if tiie Mt-d in ii pot of
moistened soil plaewl in a l)ri«ht warm po-itlon. the living' room Ixinj; a very suitahlc
lo<-ation.

(iood seed should pro(liiee uniformly >troiif; -nrout- in a l>eriod of live or six days.

VARIETIES.

Some of the he.-t yieldiiip varietie> of field Ueans are I'ean-iV Itnprovi'd Tree,
Sfhotifld Pea, Medium or Xavy. Connnou White I', a anil White Won.h'r. These
varieties require from 112 to 11.") day-^ in which to n h the jiroper stapc of maturity
for harvesting.

CULTIVATION.

After plantinp, hut hofore the plants appear, which will usually bo from three
to si.x days depeiidin;; largely upon the weather, it i> advir-ahle to harrow the soil
lightly with a slant-tooth harrow or even a lifjht .-mootliinjr harrow. This operation
will break the crust, destroy weeds, help warm tlie soil and sfiimdate rapid s-'ermina-
tioii of the Si-ed and prowth of the plants. As soon as iMissihle after the beans are
U)), and can be seen in the row. tlio single and two-row cidtivators sliould bo used.
It should be the aim of every prrower to ktH'p the <oil -tirred oi. the surface. Thus
as promptly as practicable after each rain and in time to prevent the forming of a
crast the soil should be stirred by means of the cultivator. The work of cultivation
also should be kept well in hand early in tlie season so that litth; cultivation need
be given after the blossoming stape of prowth has been reached.

HAND WORE.

I'sually a certain amount of hand-hoeinp i> neces>ary and this operation may bo
very much rt^uced by jironipt and thonjuph hoeinp in the early |)art of the prowinn
season.

HARVESTING.

Where there i» cnonph help or where small area> only are pnjwn the beans may
be pulled by hand. For larpe crops of beans it is penerally profitable to use bean
harvesters which consist of the ordinary two-wheeled cultivator e(|uiped with two
flat knives placed to form a V cuttinp two rows at a time and placiiip both rows,
into one windrow. The beans may be bunched by hand or by mean< of the side
delivery rake which places from three to five rows topethcr. After cuttinp, the beans
should be kept clean and should be stored with as little w.'atlieriiip as pos.sible.

THRESHING.

Specially constructed threshers are available. Sometimes witli special arranpe-
ment the common thresher can be used; however, by this means there is more loss
throuph beans heinp broken or split. These cannot be sold either for commercial or
for seed purpose-. For small (piantitie^i or fnr a special variety prown for seed it
is often advisable to do the threshinp with the flail.


