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Teaching the teachers

What does scholarship mean in
the 19905 and beyond? The premise
of my answer is that the coexistence
of research and teaching are funda-
mental to the definition of scholar-
ship. Scholarship must fundamen-
tally be about the creation and com-
munication of knowledge and wis-
dom. Without rescarch, scholarship
becomes ossified; withourt reaching,
scholarship becomes pointless. If
scholarship is like the DNA double-
helix, then research and teaching
are the intertwined and equally es-
sential backbones of that elegant
molecule. And if the power of the
double-helix resides in the strength
and elegance of its structural sym-
metry, then the power of the univer-
sity, as the sanctum of scholarship,
resides in the symmetry it secks be-
tween excellence in research and
excellence in teaching.

Asapsychology graduate student,
Ido much rescarch. Ourdepartment,
like many departments, has an in-
tense devotion to the God of Re-
search, which we placate with offer-
ings of research results packaged as
journal articles. Such devotion is a
good thing, for research is integral to
the definition of scholarship. Fur-
thermore, my department, by giving
ne access to Hll.f[\tl(‘lhhilm resources,
and expertadvice, doesasuperlative
job of training me to be a competent
researcher. For all this, [ am grate-
ful. Nevertheless, | feel that some-
thing is lacking in my training as a
graduate student and as a member of
the future professoriate. That some-
thing is knowledge in the practices
and principles of effective teaching.

To those who say teaching can-
not be taught, I say, much of teach-
ing is a skill, and skills can be taught.
To those who say self-reflection
about teaching would make one too
self-conscious in the classroom, 1
say, critical self-reflection is a pow-
erful tool for self-improvement and
can increase confidence in the class-
room. And to those who say good
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teachers are born, not made, I say, if
”rll”l”l‘ﬁ' 1S iln[‘llff}ll\l ITY acC [\\'ltit‘\ das
diverse as music, acting, computer
programming and sports, then surely
training can be important for teaching.

The list of skills I think impor-
tant to teach can be distilled to seven
themes: (1) communicating effec-
tively; (2) organizing and present-
ing information efficiently; (3) fos-
tering an inclusive learning envi-
ronment that respects student di-
versity; (4) dealing appropriately
with eritical classroom incidents; (5)
enhancing students’ critical think-
ing skills; (6) evaluating students
equitably and effectively; and (7)
using appropriate teaching methods
to achieve specific learning objec-
tives. These skills can be taught —
ought to be taught. We first need a
consensus that teaching how to teach
We

then need to move that consensus

is an important thing to do.

from the realm of lip-service to the
realm of action.

It seems self-evident to me that
future university teachers ought to
be trained to teach. But if self-
evidence isnotcompelling evidence,
one could be empirical and refer to

the undergraduate experience of

university teaching. Ask a typical
senior undergraduate what was the
percentage of good teachers — not
outstanding, just good — they have
encountered, and you will be in for a
rude surprise. Every year the litany
of complaints is the same: “I learn
more from the textbook than the
professor.” “The professor mumbles
and never faces the class.” “How can
someone take a subject so interest-
ing and make it so boring?” And so
on, ad nauseam. Consider that el-
ementary school teachers require a
teaching degree or diploma, while
university professors are not required
to attend even a workshop on teach-
ing. Forgive me for sounding cyni-
cal, I only mean to be critical. It’s
just that I cannot be silent when what
Icherish is threatened. Silence would
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be cynicismof the most insidious kind.
We stand at the threshold of the
Third Millennium, with its storm
andstress of social, political, ethical,
and environmental problems; prob
lems that are rapidly converging to-
gether, threatening our way of life
and even the future of life; problems
that demand decisive action and
imaginative solutions. Those solu-
tions will largely come from the peo-
ple being trained to be scholars to-
day. ltis the scholars, as the creators
and communicators of knowledge
and wisdom, who will best be able to
show us the road to the New Jerusa-
lem. Ibegan with the premise that a
balance and dynamic interplay be-
tween tesearch and teaching is the
defining feature of L‘Hlnph‘h' schol-
arship. If the promise of that premise
is to be realized, we must seriously
reform the way we train the future
professoriate. To begin, let us cel-
chrate u:dclnn}_:, that noble process
which fertilizes the mind so that the
human spirit may grow and flower.
And while we are loudly celebrat-
ing, let us also quictly begin trans-
forming our words into actions.
Farhad N. Dastur
Ph.D. graduate student
Psychology/Neuroscience
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To the editor,

Student Couneil President’s comment that “The CGAZETTE stinks™ is a
GROSS UNDERSTATEMENT. To my mind it’s dull. flat, and extremely
uninleresting.

When I see that the GAZETTE is ont. 1 immeddiately snatch it up in my hot
little hand and hopefully look for some news about DAL, but inevitably a
manhole cover is staring me in the face or there is a grape boycotl somewhere in
California. ARE YOU GUYS FOR REAL?

Perhaps it has an intellectual il|l|l1'ii] or there isa great amount of symbaolism
involved in the articles. Well I don’t know abont anyone else. but I want a hell
of a lot more news about DAL-HOUSIE!

Forinstanee, the Sports page |-_j||-l ahout non-existent. A foothall Hame was
played on Saturday. and the GAZETTE came ont on W ednesday, Where is the
write-up? There will be a foothall game this Saturday between Dal and X.
Where's the w vite-up? The Mail Star reporters talk to the coaches about up-
coming games. Surely a Dalhousie student reporter should be able to get an
interview with them. Why nottalk to some of the players, and get their views? For
Heaven's sake talk to someone and putitin the paper. Stop padding. get off your
cloud. come down to earth, take a look at your fellow DALHOUSIE students.
Then start talking to them about anything. Find outabout any important events.
Itwould he nice to have some headlines on the front page and maybe some names
under the pictures. Is this asking o much, fellows?

fﬂllmrlﬁ wis nll|}' an l'xslmlilc-, W h_\ not zet a Dal calendar and find out about
all the nice faculties we have at Dal? Maybe the Med. representative. or the
Engineering vep. have something to say. If they haven’t, pry something out of
them. There suvely must he more to be said about DAL events. WHY is there so
much about S.F.U.. McGill, or Memorial? HEY. GUYS., WHAT ABOUT
DALHOUSIE?

Understand. gung?

Perhaps. if you print this letter it might provoke some more comments, |
might find that I'm the only one who thinks this way, In any case. give us all a
chance to fined out. You might even get a controversy soing.

Yes, as Mre. Smith Says, “The Dalhousie Gazette stinks™ and as far as 'm
concerned. it STINKS becanse it is GARBAGE.

Doug Hill
Reprinted from the Gazette, October 10, 1968.
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