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Whose actions endanger human lives

Following the recent series of fatal
attacks against Israelis carried out by
the HAMAS and the Islamic Jihad,
the Israeli government decided to
issue temporary exclusion orders
against about 400 operatives. The
order provides for the exclusion of
members of terrorist organizations
whose actionsendanger human lives.
The deportees can not be looked
upon as humanitarian victims as the
Western mediahas proposed. Rather,
the deportees must be looked upon
as terrorists, responsible for the tragic
deaths of Israeli soldiers and inno-
centcivilians. The HAMASandthe
[slamic Jihad organizations are
branches of the extremist Moslem
Brotherhood which operate in the
territories under Israeli administra-
tion. The 1988 charter of the
HAMAS states that “the liberation
of all of Palestine, from the (Mediter-
ranean) Sea to the (Jordan) River, is
the most exalted strategic goal” of
the organization. The groupdeclares
that “it is an obligation to kill all
Jews” (from HAMAS leaflet 65,
1990), and employs armed terrorism
against Jews and Arabs alike.

Its ideology rejects compromise
or peace with Israel, and its terrorist
actions are aimed not only at killing
Jews, but at killing the peace process
aswell. The HAMAS charter isone
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of the most murderous and genocidal
documents of its kind. It commands
“holy war for Palestine against the
Jews”, and not only orders believers
to cleanse the land from its “occupi-
ers” but states: “The Moslems are
under obligation, by order of their
Prophet, to fight Jews and kill them
wherever they can find them.”

It has been alleged that these ex-
clusion orders do not comply with
international law, and in particular
with Article 49 of the Fourth Ge-
neva Convention. However, as the
Official Commentary to the Con-
vention makes it clear, the prohibi-
tion in that article against “indi-
vidual or mass deportation” was
draftedin the context of the arbitrary
deportations carried out during
World War II for the purpose of
extermination, subjugation and
forced labour. Israel’s issuance of
exclusion orders is not arbitrary but
directed only at those individuals
whose presence and hostile activity
in the territories constitute a clear
danger to human life. Moreover, the
purpose of the orders is not to exter-
minate or subjugate the population
but rather to maintain security and
orderly government in the areas, as
required by Article 64 of the Con-
vention.

The Lebanese government, hav-

ing called Israel “a Nazi regime” and
“inhuman” for temporarily expelling
members of a murderous terrorist or-
ganization, has decided to deprive
these deportees of water, food and
medical supplies. For the first time in
memory, a governmentis preventing
its own brethren — people, the Pal-
estinian Latin Patriarch, described as
“God’s children” — from receiving
humanitarian aid from the UN and
the International Red Cross.
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her mentors, her capacity to “observe
and absorb intelligent discourse on
subjects”, the accessibility of her pro-
fessors with whom she can interact on
a variety of subjects, and being part of
a philosophy department which in-
spires the “sort of open and contempla-
tive thought from which one can truly
learn”.

The accolades continue and are in-
tended to remind the reader that what
the writer has finally attained is some
measure of that elusive outh which
continues to evade those whose “minds
have been systematicallyclosed byaca-
demic apathy or artificial representa-
tions of universal dissent”. She closes
with a statement of grandiose propor-
tions: “I feel as if | am learning to ask
the right questions and, in turn, my
intellectual chaos may finally be sub-
siding”. She may not believe this, but

Any democratic society, such as
Israel, mustdefend itselfagainst those
who wish to destroy it and to murder
its citizens. The innocent victims of
HAMAS terrorism were brutally
murdered, and were neither shown
mercy nor given any right to appeal.
Israel, as a state which respects the
rule of law, grants these terrorists the
rights which they did not grant their
victims. Unlike many other demo-
cratic countries, Israel does not uti-

her quest for intelligence may have
only just begun. She has apparently
not stepped outside the ghetto of her
own growth period long enough to
experience what others are going
through. Had she done so, she would
have noticed that even though every-
one is born equal, the chances of main-
taining this delicate balance diminish
as soon as one acquires the ability to
breathe. The only ones for whom free
and open discourse is available are
those who invented it. Those who
choose to address the world from dif-
ferent vantage pointswould beregarded
by Suzy Kovinsky as going against the

“self-proclaimed purposes of higher
education”.

Whether or not she realises it, the
author of the editorial in question is
proclaiming her own set of truths, as-
sumptions and opinions over those

lize the death penalty, yet chooses
instead to simply remove the terror-
ists from the area for up to 2 years.
Israel feels that this temporary exclu-
sion isa more humane way of accom-
plishing the duty incumbent upon
all free states — to stop terrorism, to
protect its population, and to pre-
serve the state from threats against
its very existence.

Adam Block

which she feels are idiosyncratic, un-
justified, “ignorant”and “invalid”. Fur-
thermore, the authority with which
she makes her statements (for exam-
ple, “the greatest crime against en-
lightenment is committed by those
whoattempt toclose discourse”) guards
against anyone who might wish to
address the issue from a different point
of view — particularly those who have
consistently been shunted and disquali-
fied from participating in this so-called
enlightening discourse. The Western
hegemonic influence on primordial and
unresolvable matters such as truth,
beauty, knowledge and justice (includ-
ing the canon in which these are con-
tained) needs to be rewritten even if it
means radically altering our educa-
tional system to include the company
of those who are continually perceived
as belonging on the margins of the
academic community.

Denis Wall
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