by Greg Dennis

After key victories last week
over St. Mary's Huskies and
the Acadia Axemen, their 4th
and 5th wins in a row, the
Dalhousie Tigers are steam-
rolling their way towards the
Atlantic University Hockey
Conference playoffs.

The Tigers dumped the
Huskies 3-2 last Wednesday
night in an emotional and
exciting game at SMU arena.
Captain Jim Bottomley scored
the winning goal with less
than six minutes remaining to
play when he took a pass from
defenseman Ken Johnson and
banked it into the Huskie net
off a defender's leg. On
Saturday, a relaxed and confi-
dent Tiger squad went
through the motions and
blanked the Axemen 5-0 at the
Forum. Ken Bickerton
stopped all 31 shots directed
his way to record his second
shut-out of the season.

The wins moved the Tigers
three points ahead of the
Huskies in the AUHC's East
Division and six up on the St.
Francis Xavier X-Men. The
Axemen trail the leaders by 16
points and will not make the
playoffs.

“We're
every game,
coach Pierre Page,’’
key is
prove.”’

Page cited several areas
where the Tigers are and have
been working. Since the ref-
erees are still keeping close
tabs on the Tigers and are
quick to call anything resemb-
ling an infraction, “We have
to control our tempers; both
players and coaches. We have
to play our own game and be
the bosses on the ice. We have
to be aggressive without re-
taliation.”’

Other things the Tigers will
have to do to be successful in
the upcoming playoffs and
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troiling the play in both ends
of the rink. **We have to apply
more and better pressure in
their end’’, said Page, ‘'by
playing defensive hockey in
the offensive zone. We have to
stay in the other end longer. In
our end, | want the guys to
play the body more and to
bring the puck out quicker.
The fancy passing has to be
avoided."’

“Finally the guys have got
to continue to be confident in
themselves and have to show
it. We want to be winners.”’

They were winners AND
showed it against St. Mary's.
Both teams were up for the
game and the tone was fast
and physical. Thunderous
body checks, end-to-end play
and excellent goaltending
dominated the game from the
opening face-off.

The teams traded goals
early in the first period with
the #7's each scoring. Rick
MecCallum opened the scoring
for the Tigers but the Huskies
quickly got that one back on a
powerplay goal from captain
Tom McDonnell.

The next goal was not
scored until 45 minutes later
as goalies Bickerton and Mark
Locken, the AUHC's top net-
minders, were spectacular in
their respective nets. Huskie
whiz-kid Moochie Friessen
gave his team a short-lived 2-1
lead with a deflection goal at
10:15 of the third period. The
line of Adrian Facca-Bark
Haddad-Brian Gualazzi, stung
by Friessen’s goal, redeemed
themselves but 37 seconds
later when Facca's goal with
assists from his linemates
knotted the score. Opponents
are respecting this high-flying
unit—a scoring threat when-
ever on the ice.

In the final moments of
play, shortly after Bottomley
scored Dal’'s third goal.
(**Some nice to get that,’’ said
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Tigers gear up for playoffs

Bickerton recording second shut-out

game. '‘This is probably my
last regular season game
against SMU and | really
wanted to beat them.''),
Huskie defenceman Scott
MaclLean took a five minute
elbowing penalty that all but
snuffed SMU's chances for a
tie. Coach Bob Boucher and
his players were livid after the
game, calling the penalty a
cheap call. Boucher called
referee Rupe O’'Shaughnessey
“‘an old man too fat to skate
who is prejudiced.”’
However, most observers
sided with the ref on that
particular play. MaclLean,
carrying the puck behind his
own net, drove his elbow for
little apparent reason at Gual-
azzi who was skating along-
side the rearguard, landing it
squarely in the Tiger's face.
ith a felled Gualazzi bleed-
ing profusely on the ice,
O‘Shaughnessey had little
choice but to call a major
penalty. Tiger's assistant
coach Bill Shannon said, *‘lIt
was a stupid penalty. We

count on them doing it every
year."" It may have cost the
Huskies first place.

The game the fellowing
Saturday against Acadia was
as dull as the SMU game was
exciting. Bickerton, as he has
all season, turned in a steady
performance. Few of the 31
shots were difficult to handle |
but when called upon, Bick |
came up with a big save. i

Five Tigers shared the
scoring as each of Dal's four
lines had goals. McCallum
and Gualazzi scored their 19th
goals of the year while Bot-
tomley, Chuck Tuplin and
Kevin Zimmel rounded out the |
scoring. i

The Tigers finish their,
regular season this weekend
against the Prince Edward
Island Panthers. '‘We are
going to P.E.l. to continue
improving,”' said Page. ‘‘We |
are working more as a team’
and want to win that game.”’

Page insists he is not

looking ahead to the playoffs.
“‘| honestly have no prefer-

ATLANTIC INTERCOLLEGIATE
HOCKEY LEAGUE STANDINGS
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1. Dal of 18
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3.5t F.X, 26 15
4. Acadia 27 10
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1. Moncton 25 21
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4.0.P.Eil. 25 Tl
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it doesn’t matter who

we'll be facing. All the teams
will be tough but we can meet
the challenge."’

Captam
Jim Bottomley

Water

Polo

McMaster
Dalhousie
Carleton 1
Carleton 2
Halifax Metro
Newfoundland

Won Lost
5 0
4
8 . 2
2 3
1 4
Q5

F A

HELP DIRECT THEF,

THE HUDDLE |5 AN ARENA
IN WHICH OUR PASS/ONS

AND DESIRES ARE PLAYED
oyr I, AS QUARTERBACK,

I LIKE TO THINK

OF MYSELF AS THE

FELLIN| OF COULEGE
FOOTBALL




