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Vby Allan Carter live positions. It is one thing to be entertained
during lunch in the cafeteria by a group of Yet, even though the “Candidates

"Tn the past few years, the Student Union candidates arguing over daycare, but it is quite fQr Qhanae” WOn only 3 small
I election campaigns have included little more another thing to actually make the effort to . . . . ... .

-E-than posters plastered all over campus and vote for one of them, particularly if you were Victory, tiiey Ceftai niy IIIUSl 31
election candidates speaking on every issue not greatly impressed with any of their per- that the Candidates who WOH
under the sun, yet saying absolutely nothing on formances at the forums. executive positions may breathe
any of them. Perhaps, such a theory for the low voter a Sigh of relief, butthey better not

This year’s election campaign looked just as turnout is unfair to the numerous candidates ggf very comfortable at their new
boring until a group of students decided to run who made a commitment to run in the elec- j , y
under what they titled the “Candidates for tions. But what other reason could there be? deSKS.
Change”. These candidates claimed that they Indeed, if students had gained interest in the 
felt many students were not being represented elections by the issues which were being raised people and again doubts were raised over
by the current Student Union and argued that, if during the forums and were impressed with whether or not any of the “Candidates for 
elected, they would take a “fresh look” at issues the candidates, would it not only be logical to Change” would beable to work with a student
on campus. Their strategy was quickly and assume that voter turnout would have been who is not part of their group. Such a doubt
clumsily put together and many of their candi- higher? If one looks at the number of spoiled may be totally unreasonable; however, when
dates scurried to get in their nomination forms ballots, it becomes clear that even those who a group of people collectively decide to make
before the deadline. However, “Candidates for voted were not impressed with the candidates it their mandate to make changes, they have to 
Change” had a student running for every posi- running. For instance, there were 88 spoiled at least provide enough candidates to ensure
lion in the executive, except for V.P. Finance ballots out of a total of 1091 for the presiden- that the voting population will seriously con-
andAdministration. Further, they also had a few liai seat,
students running in councillor positions.

What became increasingly clear during the Wednesday evening that while many of the 
election was that the “Candidates for Change” 
were willing, not just on a superficial level, to 
discuss student issues. In fact, it would appear 
that many people were surprised with how inter- Change” who won was Elizabeth Lautard for relief, but they better not get very comfortable

at their new desks. Take for instance the race
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sider them.
It became evident early in the race on

Yet, even though the “Candidates for 
“Candidates for Change” were getting quite a Change” won only a small victory, they cer- 
few votes, it was doubtful that many of them tainly illustrated that the candidates who won 
would win. In fact, the only “Candidate for executive positions may breathe a sigh of
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esting the forums were. One individual remarked V.P. University Affairs .
In hindsight, the “Candidates for Change" against Nicholas J. Oliver and James van Staff This Issuethat “people in the cafeteria actually stopped 

what they were doing, looked up and watched probably could have planned their strategy a Raalte. Van Raalte has maintained a fairly
the candidates debate during the forum.” Sud- bit better. For instance, many students were high profile position as VP. Finance of the
denly, many students appeared to take interest in doubtful whether or not a group of candidates Student Union this past year. Oliver, on the
the election and they were reacting to what was who were running for the executive positions other hand, has no past political experience,
being said by the candidates. Students were would make an impact if they won. After all, Nevertheless, the race was tight and van Raalte
either approving the “Candidates for Change,” the “Candidates for Change” failed in finding only won by a 113 votes. Such a margin may
shaking their heads in disappointment, or were students to run for every councillor seat. If a seem quite impressive. Yet the “Candidates
becoming angered at a group of students who “Candidate for Change” had run for each for Change” put together their strategy very
openly stated that if elected they were going to councillor position then perhaps they would quickly. Further, Oliver did not gain anypopu-
“rock the boat”.
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The Brunswickan, in its llô”' year of 
publication,is Canada’s oldest official 
student publication. The Brunswickan 
is generally published every Friday dur­
ing the school year by Brunswickan 
Publishing Inc with a circulation of 
10,000. Membership is open to all Uni­
versity of New Bmnswick Fredericton 
students, but all members of the univer­
sity community are encouraged to con­
tribute.

The opinions contained in this news­
paper are those of the individual writers, 
and do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Brunswickan.
The Brunswickan, while being an open 

forum for the viewpoints and opinions 
of all UNB students, may refuse any 
submission that is judged to be racist, 
sexist, libellous, orcontaining attacks of 
a strictly personal nature. The 
Brunswickan reserves the right to edit 
for brevity. Letters generally shouldn't 
exceed 300 words in length and must 
contain your signature, student number 
and phone number, or it will Not be 
printed

All copy submitted must be double 
spaced, on One side of the page only and 
must be legible. If we can't read it, we 
won't print it. The Brunswickan now 
accepts copy on 3 V4 inch disk, either 
Macintosh or MS-Dos format.

Articles printed in The Brunswickan 
may be freely reprinted provided proper 
credit is given.

The Brunswickan is printed with flair 
by Maritime Web in Moncton, and im­
peccably delivered by Tiny.

Subscription rates are $25 per year. 
Second class mail is in effect -#8120

National advertising rates arc avail­
able from Campus Plus at (416) 362- 
6468.

have been more successful since the students larity this year through some unfortunate re-
With such interest, one would assume that voting may have concluded that the “Candi- marks which he made in this newspaper about

the voter turnout for the elections would be dates for Change” running for executive posi- a female residence. Thus, such a margin is
significantly higher than last year’s. However, it tions would have a better chance in being significant and van Raalte should keep that in
was not. In fact, voter turnout for this election effective if they had a council which accepted mind.
was lower than last year. Last year about 19% of them. It was not clear whether or not the 
students voted, yet this year the percentage was candidates who were acclaimed in many of of students will again decide to address certain 
only about 16%. Why such a low turnout?

A number of reasons could be surmised;

One can only hope that next year a group

the councillorpositions would have supported important issues and challenge what has be-
a “Candidate for Change” if one had been come a Union that sometimes becomes stag­

nant and ineffective in many areas. However, 
Further, the “Candidates for Change” did if they decide that running as a slate is neces-

however, one which many students have batted elected.
around was that students were not greatly im­
pressed with the selection of candidates, par- not have a candidate for V.P. Finance and sary, better organization and more foresight is
ticularly the candidates running for the execu- Administration. This was pointed out by many indeed necessary.
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