WE’REBACK!
With Two New Faces
to Serve You Faster.

— Peypress Cafe —

Has Renovated to
Create Two Lunchtime
Service Areas to Serve
You Better and Faster.
We Invite You to Try
Our New Self-Serve
Salad Service (2 Salad
Bars with a Selection
of 12 Gourmet Salads
Daily)

— Deli Sandwiches —
(Montreal Smoked
Meat, Turkey Breast, |-
Corned Beef, Black
ForestHam, Egg, Tuna,
Salmon Salad, Roast
Beef, etc.)

— Home Baking —
(Croissants, Muffins,
Cinnamon Buns, Nan-
aimo Bars, Tarts &

Cakes)
In Our Beautiful New
Restaurant
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Modern day witches: an

“The Occult” — a catch-all phrase for what
practices and ways of life we have little, distorted,
or a paralyzed understanding. The word “occult”,
leaving no explanation behind it, even after
several thoughtful pi iations, promy me
to investigate its very source or at least how it got
confused in modern English usage.

Via coincidence or fate | established
correspondence with whom you might call
modern day ‘witches‘ or magicians — not to be
confuised with those who pull rabbits out of top
hats. Their names are David and Ana Morgaine.
They would neither agree nor disagree to be
referred to as ‘witches’, ‘pagans’, or ‘modern day
‘magicians.”

1 decided that the best medium for
investigation would be an interview with them,
much to the benefit of myself and hopefully to
you, the reader. But first a little interjection of
history.

“THE O.T.O. IS A SERIOUS AND SECRET
ORDER, pledged to the high purposes of st
the Liberty of the Individual, Knowledg

aspects of the

see modern Wester|
artificial and seek to betg
of the world as opposed
and raping nature.

How closely linked is the modim
movement to ancient European 10
gions?

Tosay modern paganism has an actual direct

OTO stand for Ordo Templi Orientis, or Order of

the Temple of the Orient, to which both David

and Ana belong. As this interview will reveal, the

Order is the culmination of at least a thousand

years of cultural transmissions. Its present name

and philosophy owe themselves mainly to Karl

Kellner (1850-1905) and Aleister Crowley

(1875-1947). Y
Kellner, a wealthy Austrian industrialist, papal

chemist, and high grade Mason, founded the

OTO, basing much of it on specific magical

practices he encounterd in his travels to the East.

However, if was Crowley who was responsible for

fostering a few strong leaders in North America

and to him that the OTO owes a great deal of its

survival in the English-speaking world. The

Order’s many chapters and lodges spread through

Canada, the U.S,, and Europe regularily perform *

the OTO ‘Gnostic Mass’ a group ritual Crowley

calls “the central cerémony of its [the Order’s] ]

public and private celebration.” A central tenet

e OTO porits is that Divine consciousness is

tial and that certain techniques are of

pduce the experience.
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speak for itself in this

some sort of trans-historical
being kept alive by pagan
or in other periods in his-

Alorganized sense. | mean,
€p reoccurring and people
a8 that will be interpreted
bntext of the prevailing
ple, in late eighteenth
ere was a really big thing &
that Stonehenge was an
lefiple. The idea circulated
some time, founded a

of the original Christians in
& *Enlightenment’, which was
washappening in late
ryideas, Anyway, the Druids
g very appropriate ances-

ghifeenth century humanistic Chris-
€. However, there is no historical g,

0 a few years ago — | think they may
allowed to do it, | am not so sure,
ough | do know the authorities have
amped down somewhat on their access to
Stonehenge— anyway these so called Druids
would have their summer solstice ritual at
Stonehenge every year — and that is defin-
itely a late eighteenth century creation that
probably has little or nothing whatsoever to
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link with ancient European folk religions
would be stretching things somewhat. With
the Christianization of Europe the pagan
traditions were more absorbed than con-
tinuing separately. What the Catholic Church
did toa very large extent— we especially see
it in Latin America where it is a little more
recent — was to amalgamate elements of
pagan traditions into their own rituals rather
then cutting off a d

- several thousand years.

do with the ancient Druids of whom we |l ;

really know next to nothing except that the
building of Stonehenge predated them by

So you're saying that there are people out
there who would like to believe that their
practice of ritual claims a direct descendancy
to ancient religions.

Yes, and they make a sort of backwards

community from its past. One will always
find traditions of folk medicine and magical
practices of various sorts connected with
superstition that have their antecedents in
ancient religious practices, but they were not
really organized or a continui
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rec to the early folk religions
when it is really a modern creation. With
archeological research, any things that are ~ ®|
discovered in retrospect about these ancient
practices are drawn in and incorporated.
There is nothing wrong with that, | just think

that it is somewhat misleading.

How is it misleading?

Well, there is nothing wrong with claiming
ancestry in the sense of saying this is what we
think those people were doing and we
would like to do the same thing. However, it

is very different to say that we are continuing

what they are doing directly. So | am saying ¥
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