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Diave of TLhe Dauntless,
By FRANK A. SWEET.

* A picturesqu«group
M gathered\ bu

Skipper Peddle and
his son David, as
their dog-sled came
to a stop half-way
down the street.
Sèalhide caps and

> b9ots, with the spot-
ted, hairy side outward, covered the
heads and feet of the assemblage,
and bit woolen comftürters shielded
their throats, while the remainder of
their persons was clad in diverse ma-
teriaIs. Each mian's keen-edged,
short-bladed knife rested in its sheath
on his belt, and every one carried
his gaff, or short club; thus, in the
gathering darkness, they appeared
flot unlike a mob bent upon miscbief.

The stout sealing steamer Daunt-
less, carrying at ber mastbead the
niuch coveted pennant denoting; the
greatest catch of the previous year,
lay at the head o( the fleet in the
harbor, belching great clouds of
smoke from her funnel, wbile her an-
chor-chain-rose driping, link by link;
and red, green, and white lights, like
watchful eyes, flasbed into view.

As the skipper stepped off tbe run-
ner of his sled,.be was beset with a
multitude of questions; for be was a
renouned seal killer, and one looked
up to by his mates as an autbority on
ail matter relating thereto. Al
would have joined the sbip he 'com-
manded, had that. been possible; for,
with him aboard, it was counteds a
lucky ship; seldom coming home
dlean or without a beavy load of pelts
and fat,$

Brushing them aside, tbe old seal
killer strode rapidly to the shore, fol-
lowed by bis son. ,P.He entered the
boat waiting him, and was speedily
fernied to the sbip's side. Cbeers
from thé deck of the Dauntless greet-
ed bis approacb; and David, bis son,
wbo was now about to take his bap-
tism in this bloody work of the far
north, was congratulated vociferously
upon the fact.

A gun ashore signalled the release
of the fleet, for tbe law's restraining
hand detfins tbem until a certain
date; and, amid tbe toeting of horns,
the answer of deep-toned whistles,
and-.-the- hiss. of escaping steam, -t-be
Dauntless led the fleet from the har-
bor.

No sooner had she forged well out
to sea, than canvas hoods were drawn
closely over ber lights untîl every be-
traying ray was shut from sigbt.
Thus, sbe sped on in darkness re-
gardless of the rules of the sea. Ev-
en tbe hitherto noisy leys of the crew
was stilled at the captain's conmmand,
and the silence was broken only by
the thud-thud-thud- of her rapidly
moving engines or the splash of a
sea breaking aboard at the bowv.

Years of expericnce had taught bher
commander tb'at in this race for
wealth, wbich was unknown in an-
ount, and wbich mnigbt, as sonctinics
happens, be but littie, evcry subter-
fuge known must be taken advantage
of. If possible, he must outwit the
otber comimanders; and, arriving at
the wbelping-pans, secure a full catch.

A flake of snow, another, and an-
cther, falling upon his weatber-beaten
cbeeks; gathering clouds biding the
stars, and the niurnitir of the risiîîg
gale through the rîggiîîg pleased imii.

"GarI !" said he, softly, "'Twill be
thick," And- he liglited bis pipe corn-
placently, as be ordered: "Fuîll spced
ahead !" and felt the lbull tremble with
the violence of added imipetuis.

All night the ship drove tbrougb
tbe storm, and when morning broke
it was upon a sea of ice, throughi
which sbe steamned warily-but alone.
Tjhe seasmansbip of ber commnander
ba&diumpbed.

Higb Zntin the foremnast, peering
over tbe rn of the 'cro'-nest" bar-
rel tbere fastened, old Skipper Peddle
closely scanned the ice-fields. Sud-
denly bis .keen sight detected a (lark
mass far, far gway.

"Swiles! On the port band!" be
sbouted te those on deck.

Slowly the ship pusbed tbrough tbe
focs until, brougbit te a standstill by
an immense pan at ber bow, she re-
bounded. Hesitating mementarily, as
if gatbering breath for tbe struggle,
she plunged forward again, and again
struck. Witb a sound of pretest as
the ice parted, a great, snake-like
crack suddenly appeared, and pres-
ently a channel opened. Nearer and
licLrer, under the able pilotage of
Skipper Peddle, the sbip moved te
where a dark mass of -seals squirmed
on the ice. Then she stopped. Ice-
-nchors were thrown -eut, and the
men gatbered beside ber rail te pour
over the side, next moment a human
avalanche cf migbty bunters of the
North.

In groups cof twos and threes the
seals ldy, close beside the ever-cen-
venient blow-holes, throughi whicb
the creatures seek food from the
depths, or escape threatening danger.
Beside eacb mother lay its littje
white-cat-so cal 1.ed because cf the

The POlitielan talks and taiks,
The actor piays bis part,

The soidier glitters on parade,
The goldsmith plies lits art,

Trhe scientist Pursues his germs

3-ellow-wbite ceat wbicb tbe yeung
seal wears, and wbicb grews darker
seon after ebirtb. Thé methers -dften
(!Ive' down into the blow-beles, but
net one fails te return at feeding
time, for its yeung, tbough the fie
may have drifted far.

There must bave been tbousands cf
the little ones and their parents on
the fiee; for, as far as the eye could
reacb, tbe, plain was in motion from
their ceaseless activity. Their whim-
pering cries sounded plainly on the
fresty air, and tbe beme-guard cf
eider seals burried Qlunisily about,
scenting the approacbing bunters.

David 'Peddle, the eld seal killer's
son, was one of the first te plunge in-
te the thick cf the berd. Twisting and
turning te aveid the vicieus snaps cf
the beme-guard, be tightened bis belt
as be ran. Wbipping bis knife frem
its sheath, be siezed its weoden ban-
dle witb bis teeth, and sbortened bis
beld upen his gaif. Several young
seals were wbimpering in fear at bis
feçt, but bis blews were well aimed.
He bad secured several, when behind

THE FARMER FEEDS THEM AIL.
MINNA IRVING.

The damne of fashlon dressed In silk
Goesforth te dine and eall

Or drive or dance or p)romenade,
But the farmer feeds themn ail.

. er this terrestriai bail, The workman weilds his shining tools,The saler navigates blis ship The merchant shows his wares,But 'the farmer feeds them ail. The aeronaut abeve the cieuds
Adizzy Jeurney dares.The preacher pounds th2 puipit desk But art and science soon would fade,The broker reads the tape, And commerce dead would fali,The taller cuts and sews bvs ceth If the farmer ceased to reap and sow,To fit the human shape; For the farmer feeds them ail.

'the Fi-tt iiiic of the Season.

"'Ware the hood! 'Ware the hoodi"
tbey shouted.

Hastily turning. 'David found bim-
self face to face with an ýold dog,
booded seal. This was a Most for-
midable antagonist; and one tbat
would try the nerves of the most ex-
perienced seal killer. David's own
brother bad fallen a victim to the
furiaus strengtb of one of these
beasts but the previeus scason; andthe boy noted, witb justifiable terror,
the sudden inflation of the animal's
bood, which, when erected, so com-
pletely ensbrouded bis snout, and thevulnerable forepart of its skull, with-
in the tough skin bag, that neither
club nor kuife could avail against the
dangerous 'enemy.

David bad nfot dreamed of meeting,
a seal of this sort; for, while inhabit-
ing the same latitude as the barp
seal, its descent fromn the arctic is
generally deferred a month later,than is the coming of the other var-iety, wbose name is derived from thepeculiar markings upon its back; beknew, however, that the stress ofweather som etimes Il ces the domnes-
tic ice-pans of the--tm4eIn close con-tact,, so that occasionaîîy, hood and
barp are found upon the same pan.

AIl this flasbed tbrough bis mind
as be stood at bay, and be beartily
regretted that be left bis rifle aboard
the Dauntless; for he realized, al
too keenly, that a bullet was the on-
ly tbing that could save bim from
a borrible death, were the monster
once te close in on him.

The big bood's beady eyes gleam-
ed, itfs nostrils opened and closed ai-
most incessantly, and its great jawssnapped, as, erect upon its flippers,
thus bringing its bead nearly te alevel with David's own, it lunged
nearèr and nearer, its flexible spine
aind great strength of muscle carry-
ing it forward with astonishing rapid-
ity. Now and then it uttered a bark-
ing growl.

Raising bis bat David rained blow
after blow upon the beast's distended
hood, witb a sound resembling, the
beating upon a bale of cotton; but bis
blows had little effect in checking its
constant advance, or reducing the ro-

tundit y of is bood. Wbichever way
the boy tur!ned the beast presented itshead, lunging nearer at each changef position,' until he could feel its bot
breath on bis face,.i-e reached for
bis knife, only to find that it bad faîl-
en from his beit. Tired with battling
bie felt that bie could keep up the
struggle but a moment longer and,
with a quick glance behind himn, heprepared to run.

In the moment of that glance,-bow-
ever, and as though hee bad been wait-
in g for it, tlîe great seal tbrew its
imnmenise bulk forward, and, with onegreat effort, bore the bunter to the ice.

At the same instant the sharp crack
of a rifle souinded in Davidà ears, and
the bcast, with a growling bellow of
rage and pain, rolled aside. -As quick-
]y as bie could recover from bhis aston-
isbment at the sudden withdrawal of
what seemed certain death, David
sprang to bis feet unharmed.

"That was a close caîl, lad," a fa-
miliar voice said. "Pack your pelts,
and go aboard," it continued, as Day-
id recogflized bis father, who, rifle in
baud l'ad corne te his rescue fromn an-
other portion of the fiee, where he
bad noted the attack.

Stacking bis pelts one a-top the
otlier, David passed a line about
th'er, and dragged them te the ship's
sîde, where they were boisted aboard.
Then lie retuirned and skinned bis an-
tagoniist; but it took, the combined
strength of bis father and bimself te
transport the tbree hundred-pound
Pelt that lie stripped from the carcaiss.

Slowly the Dauntless steamed home-
ward, guniwales a-\Nasbh. Again she
beld the pennant: again she w-as the
1l1Ckv .lîhip. David Peddle, now as

yoht a seal killer as was bis fatber,
still pursiies the hunt, but bie bas nev-

c ri f o p )t en th at w ild cry, n o r bi$
batli with the old booded siýal,
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