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The Lady With the Lamp.%

J) URING the month of Augnst, there passed away, at the ad-
vanced age of ninety, one of the most famous women of the

Nineteenth Century, Mi'ss Florence Nightingale. Perbaps there
is no department of feminine activity which has known sucb mar-
vellous developrnent in modern times as that of nursing. It is,
itideed, a great transformation, since the days of the disbevelled
and bibulous "Sairey Gamp" to the neat and scientific trained
nurse, who fights more than haif the battie, in the case of the
modemn patient. It is a far cry to those cruel Crimean days, when
the men ini the hospital at Scutari had neither care nor help, wben
it seemed as if England had forgotten entirely the men whom
she bad sent out to figbt. Miss Nightingale's beart was stirred to
sympathy, and, with a band of noble women, sbe set out for the
foreign hospital, where the soldiers soon bad cause to bless ber
name. Longfellow's poemn on "The Lady With the Lamp," telling
of ber midnight passing through the wards of the woonded, will
long be remembered as one of the sweetest tributes which a poet
has paid to womanly worth.

For the last fifty years, Miss Nightingale has devoted herself
to her cisen caling, showing, even in ber deys of decrepitude,
a deep interest in the progress of professional nursing. She also
devoted ber means and the nation's tribute, to tbis work, s0 near
her heart, and Ieft a record of a life singularly given to tbe service
of bumanity.

One of tbe greatest results of Miss Nigbtingale's Crimean
mission was the attention drawn to
the nece ssity for edncated and well-
bred women in tbis work. In the-
early part of the last century, the
women wbo were in this profession
were too ofteni ignorant, untidy and
even cruel in their treatment of their
bhelpless charges, deserving fully tbe
depiction given by Charles.Dickens.
In the present day, especially on this
conitinent, we llnd women of the
bighest intelligence and flnest breed-
ing, enitering witb entbusiasm on this
profession. t is pleasing, to notice
in tbis connection, tbe higb place
won by Canadian nurses, wbo are ____________

accorded by the New York authori- A IBEAUIFUL HOME-SUMMER RES1W

ties a position of wbich tbeir native
land might very well be proud, and

IENCI

of which we may hear more.

poil Fo FuTHE days are approaching, when the faîl fair, in botb city and
,township, becomnes an all-absorbing topi'c. How we have

ail rejoiced in childbood days over the "pop" and the pumpkins.
to say nothing of tbe purpie balloons! The development of Can-
ada may easily' be traced in tbe progress of the "fair," and its
present prominence is an indication of bow the various exhibitions
have assisted in niaking known the resources-of tbe country and
the revoluition in industry.

Lu the National Exhibition at Toronto, we see tbe best that
is being produced in aIl departmients of invention and industry.
But the country fair is no less important, in its own spbere, and
sbould receive the support of the wbole community. The womnen
of the nieigbborhood, especially the members of the womnen's
Institutes, can do a great deal towards making the local exhibition
a success by taking ani interest in its advancement and endeavor-
ing to make thie aestbetic features a fluer attraction.

A Pr.sOft for the. Piayground.

M ISS McCORMLICK of Chicago, who, some years ago, bought
"Oaklanids," a beautifu-l hillside resîdence in' the northerii

part of Toronto, bias lately shown her appreciation of ber adopted
home by giving ten thousand dollars towards a playgrouind on

Cottingham Street, a section which sadly needs snch a provision
for juvenile recreation. The cry 'wbich continnally comes up
from all the crowded sections of our cities is, "Give us a place to
l)lay !" It is beginning to dawn upon the civiîzed community
that it is cheaper to provide dlean amnsement for tbe cbildren
than to support jails and penitentiaries. Nothing is trner than
the old homely proverb: "An onnce of prevenion is worth a pound
of cure." It is easier and more worth wbile to prevent the fal
than it is to raise the fallen. Boys and girls must bave an outlet
for tbe natural desire for fun and wholesomne amusement, or there
comes a resort to that wbicb is unbealtby or demoralizing. Miss
McCormick bas set a good 'example, and it is to be boped that
otber citizens will follow in the patb of playground generosity.

The Boy ScouteIN keeping witb the movement1 for providing healthy develop-
ment of the rising generation, is the formation of bands of Boy

Scouts. There are sensitive souls wbo are'eternally on the lookont
for militarism and wbo are so afraid tbat this movement means
an encouragement of this spirit. t is notbing of the kind. Ln
fact, it would be impossible for us to bave in Caniada sncb a spirit
as is manifest in Germany or Russia. AIl that is best in the mili-
tant ideal is found in the organization of the Boy Scouts, wbile
nothing that would encourage tbe spirit of idle defiance or mere
bravado is to be discovered. General Baden-Powell, the founder,
is now visiting Canada, with a band of tbe Englisb boys, of wbom

he is virtually commander.
The virtues, inculcated by tbe

\N principles of tbis movement, are
those of cleanliness, industry and
obedience. Discipline is strictly
maintained, yet a spirit of comrade-
sbip iîs also encouraged. We bear
freqnently in tbese days of the van-
ishing of chivalry and tbe absolute
disappearance of the old-time rever-
ence. This age is hardly so lacking
in desirable qualities, as, its critics
would aver, and it is pleasing to
observe that a deference to age and
a courteous, attitude towards weak-

-ness are part of the Boy Scout

F.ý 0F J. J. WRLGHTT, ESQ., NIAGARA training.
An exceedingly valuable precept

is to do at least one kindly or helpful act every day. Those who
saw the review of fifteen hundred Boy Scouts in Toronto la st
june, when the Chamberlain Chapter of the Daughters of 'the
Empire presented them with standards, bave no doubt as to tbe
efficiency of the young members of tbat organization, or as to
the valuable work being accomplished by the Boy Scouts. Lt
lias been frequently deplored that so few men enter the profession
of teacbîng. Will not such training as that given tbe Boy Scouts
supply the alleged deficiency of masculine influence?

The objection is frequently made inthese days tbat boys are
too, much under the control of women teachers, and areý therefore
in danger of losing those qualities whicb are desirable in manhood.
While we do nlot insist that Canadian boys are perfect beings, we
thirk that they will compare favorably wîth' the younger mascu-
line generation of any other country. Most of tbem receive their
education in public schools, wbere the majority of tbe teachers
are womnen. Hlence tbe proof of the training may be found in their
character. H-owever, if there be any danger to the boy in the
constant guiidance and discipline of womnen teachers, such a mnove-
ment as tbe formnation of tbe Boy Scouts will tend to counteract
wbat a writer in the United States has called "The 'Feminisation
of Educationi." Boys will enjoy the semi-military form of this
instruction, and will flnd in tbe "officers" those who understand
thorough1y boyish needs and aspirations, and who are anxious to
develop in the youth of the land the essential virtues of mainlineqs.


