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Iii 01( days Mrs. Gruncly said that peopule wlîo were flot
(juite sure that they xvould find niatrimnonial bonds easy enough
to bear often lef t a way of escape by ernploying a sharn parson;
but no suich trial marriages are allowed in Maine, Massachusetts,
_New Hamnpshire, Verniout, or Rihode Islandi, for in ail these
States the law says expressly that wlien a mnarriage bias been
soleminized by a iîersonu professing to lie legally auithorizeci,
althoughi fot so authorized, its vali(lity shall be unaffected lîy
such xvant of authority, if it lie valid in other respects andi
entere(l into by the parties, or one of thenm, iii the belief that
they were getting laxvfully wedded. T!his is also the law in a
great nmany of the WVestern States.

Iii Massachusetts uintil a few years ago. one could lie niarried
by any justice of tbe Peace; now the privilege is linuite(I an(l no
Justice can unite otliers iii wedlock uniless hie also holds the office
of City or Town Clerk, City Registrar, Clerk of a Court, or that
of assistant in eitber case, or unless lie bias been specially tlesig-
nated hîy the governor. This State also insists that no one can
perforin suclu a cereinony uless lie can read and write the
English tongue. The nionopoly thus granted to tbe language
of a foreigii nation mnay flot be oppressive wbile tbe present
en tenîte cordiale continues, but suppose troublons days like those
Of 1776 coi-ne again; nay îiot somne red bot miembers of Cou-
gress again subrnit- " the resolution that the use of the Englislb
language lie ahiolislied '' andl ray not our- brethren across the
hune a(lolt the amneiduient of Roger Shermian "' tlîat we (the
Arnerican Citizens) coniliel the Englisli to learn Greek, and keep
their language for ourselves."

It lias lieen (leci(le( iii tlis State that an entry by a mari iii
huis diary, " I-and iii hand throughi life wxe go anti share cach
other's joy andl moe,' folhoxved by cohîabitationî of the writer
witlu the wonian spoken of, will not afford conclusive presuinip-
tion of nuarriage. (Norcross v. Norcross, 155 Mass. 425.)

In Virginia so long ago as 178o an act xvas passe(l nominahly
for the purpose of " encouraging miatriniony,'' and yet even at
the present day a justice of the peace, as~ sticli, lias no autliurity
to niarry; so too in W/est Virginia (inly the religions celebra-
tion by a clergynman, accordiiig ti the usage of a society having
nîo officiating mfillister, is vali(l a lay cerernony is îuot recog-
nized tliere by statute. In Maryland parsons stili have a mon-
opohy of the matrimonial business, as tinder flhe illilieral act of
1777. Iu ýGeorgia colorecl ministers of the Gospel, or ministers
of the Gospel of African clescent, are oîuly alloweh to niarry
freecînien or freedwomnen, or persons of African descent.


