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god, and its suddenness and severity in connection
with the act of Moses mark it as a preternatural
withdrawval of light. "siet it has an analogy inphy-
sical phienomena. Aftcr the vernal equinox the south-
west wvind froin the descrt blows some fifty days, flot
howvever continuiously but at intervals, lasting gener-
ally some two or thi-c days. (Thus Lane, Willman
and others quoted by Knobel.) It fils the atmos-
phere with dense nmasses of fine sand, bringing on
a darkness far deeper than that of our worst fogs, in
winter. While it lasts no mnan ' riscs fromn his
place ; men and beasts hide themselves ; people
shut themselves up in the innermost apartinents or
vaults. So saturated is the air withi the sand that it
sceins to lose its transparency, s0 that artificial liglit
is of little use.' The expression 'even darkness that
might be felt' bas a special application to a darkness
produced by such a cause. The consternation of
Phiaraohi proves tlat fanîiliar though hie may have
been wvth the phienomenon, no previous occurrence
had prepared him, for its intcnsity and duration, and
that hie recognîzed it as a supernatural visitation. "

Once more. 0f the Book of Leviticus it is said:
"Leviticus bas no pretension to systemnatic arrange-

ment as a whole, nor docs it appear to have been
originally wvrittcn aIl at ont timie. Some repetitions
occur in it ; and, iii many instances, certain particu-
lai-s are separated fromn others with wvhich, by the
subjcct-mattcr, tliey are immcdiately connected.
There appearto be in Leviticus, as well as in the other
books of the Pentatcuch, prc-Mosaic fragments in-
corporated with the more recent matter. It is by
no means unlikely that there are insertions of a
later date which werc written, or sanctioncd, by the
prophets and holy mcn who, after the Captivity, ar-
raniged and editcd the Scripturcs of the Old Testa-
ment. The fragmenta-y way in which the Lawv bas
been recorded, regarded in connection with the per-
fect harmony of its sr- ýrit and details, may tend to con-
firmn both the unit) of the authorship of the books in
which it is contained, and the truc inspiration of
the law-giver. "

Concessions, sucli as these, on the part of Eng-
hish annotators on Scripture, mark a new era in
biblical study and research, and arc calculated to
lead to a general revival of deep interest in the sub-
ject. In the volume before us, wvc may add, the new
renderings of words and passages are printed in
heavy type. Readers can thus readily examine them
and compare them, with the received English text.
They appear to be few after ahl. The committee for
an improved translation will flnd their labours
lightened by the " Speaker's Commentai-y,' The
ultimate acceptarice of the results of thcir toil by the
public v'ill be thercby too rendered more certain. By
the time the tight royal octavos are out, the popu-
lar niind -%vil be ready for the dcsircd change. As
we have already said, the commentary now intro-
duced to the English-speaking public is for a period
of transition. In it as few prejudices as po .sible are
stirred, whilst difliculties have been calmly met,
reasonally discusscd, and as far as possible put on an
intelligible footing. The text to which the notes
are appended is the version of 16 11, printed once
more in the ancient style, wvith the common divisions
into chapter and verse, the old quaint headings and
the Marginal readings. Wlien the improved trans-
lation itself comes to be put forth, it is to he hoped
that the division into chapter and verse wvill be dis-
carded, figures at the side of the pages for purposesJ

of reference being used instcad ; that an arrange-
ment of the matter of each, book will be adoptcd
-wvlichi Nvill be in accordance wvith the intentions
of its author, and that the interpretation of naines
wvill be inscrtcd whenever the context implies
that such interpretation is given, as, for exam-
pIe, where Eye is said to have been so namcd
because " the inother of ail living," an explana-
tion unintelligible if it is not announced at the
same time that Eye mneans Life. Notwithstanding
the great pains which have manifestly been taken with
the typography of the volume before us, a few over-
sighits ai-e discernable as, for example, in the wvord
intended to be " Tabernacle" at p. 694, and in that
intended to be "Shakespeare " at p. 876.
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The truth of a religion is flot really affected by the
errors of its apologists: otherwvîse Christianity wvould
hardly have survived till nov. But a bad impression
is produced by weak defences, espccially if they are
put forth wvith authority, or wvith any semblance of it;
and such, wve suspect ivill be the practical effect of the
volume before us, notwithstanding the eminence of
the conti-ibutors and the lcarning and ability -vhich
some of them display. The very foi-m of the work
strikes us as unfortunate, if it be designed for the
satisfaction of those who ai-e in doubt. Suspicion
is excited by the appearance of twelvc wvriters,
ail of thcmn bishops or clergymen, organized under
the auspices of a religious society to defend what
,vill. be deemed to be pi-ofessional opinions. A far
greater effect wvould be produced on minds iwhich
are seriously seeking for fresh assurance of their-
faith by the work of a single inquirer, even one
far inferior to these wviiters in eminence, if it -%ere
clear that lie had studied the question impartially,
and that hie came forward under no influence but
that of a desire to make known the truth. More-
over, wvhere a number of writers ai-e dealing %vith
différent parts of a gi-cat subject, the treatment
is prctty sure to, be impcrfect, and the most diffi-
cuIt portions, 'which. in the case of an apologetie
work, ai-e the most important, ai-e apt to be de-
clincd by everybody, and thus to be ncglccted
altogether. This bas in fact happened in the present
case. The first and fandamental duty of a Christian
apologist is to prove that the Gospels wei-e beyond
doubt wi-itten or dictated by eye-,,vitnesses, and trust-
worthy eye-ý%vitnesses, of the miraculous events
wvhich thcy record. This is the very basis of the
whole inquiry, and without it, disquisitions, however
learned and cloquent, on the possibility of miracles,
the probability of a revelation, or the e..cellence of the
Christian type'of chai-acter, much more confutations of
other religious or philosophical systems, ai-e fabrics
ia the air. If it were alleged that a miracle had
been wrought.in Toronto or Montreal, we should at
once inquire, flot wvhether miracles were possible to.
Omnipotence, wvhich no inan without holding con-
tradictory propositions can deny ; nor %vhether the
miracle wvas wvoithy of the Divine Majesty and likely
to serve a.Divine purpose; but %vlio had witxiessed it,


