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two feet of it taken up by the bucket proving by its
character that the gold on bed-rock is capable of recov-
cry. But the excavation of the necessary pit and the
labour required to reiove the tailings made the work
sonewlat tedious and it was only towards the end of
the season tlat anîy effective work becanie possible.

Dynamite was successfully used to shake up the
liard yellow gravel, tlis being accomplislied by boring
a line of drill holes witlh a Keystone drilling machine.
Thlese ioles were put down about 20 fect back fron the
face and 50 feet apart and fired by electricity. The
resuits proved very satisfactory. It is the intention of
the company next year to install a small notor on the
drilling machine, and by tlis means the expense of
drilling will be much lessened.

By the time the dredge had gone sufficiently for-
ward to allow of freely dumping behind, the bucket
lips had worn down so as to lose their cutting effici-
ency and as it was too late in the season to put on new

plete(l the dredge should be ready for the commence-
ment of operations by August ist of next year. This
dredge will be supplied with power fron the British
Anierican Dredging Coimpany's line and a pole line
lias been constructed a distance of seven and a lialf
miles to connect tlierevith.

To Mr. Switzer, gencral manager of tlie B. A. D.
Co.,'is due the credit of organizing this company-of
which lhe is nanaging directr-as vell as organzng
the B. A. D. Co. hidi has resueltd in bringing mtu
British Columbia Ainerican capital in large amounts.
Mr. Switfer was one of the early pioneers of the Atlin
district, in the future of which lie lias unbuunded con-
fidence, which the result of tliis past seasoun's opera-
tions fully justifies.

During the past season the district was visited bý
Mr. R. Tolnîie, the DeputN Aliiuster vf Mlines, wvhîo
thus, assisted by Dr. Il. E. Young, M.P.P., was en-
abled tu familiarize himself w itlh conditions. It is
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lips the general manager, Mr. Svitzer, decided to sus-
pend work for the season on October 18th. It is
nieanwIile the intentionof the conipany to place on the
buckets new thicker and wider lips at the beginning
of next season.

This season's w6rk lias dcinonstrated several mi-
portant facts. (tst) That the ground can be worked by
ncans of dredging, (2nd) That this type of dredge
vill do the work, and will take up the gold with the

bed-rock ; (3rd) Tliat the boulders arc not an insur-
mountable difficulty and can bc handled in most cases,
(4th) That the values in the grpund arc such that a
dredge digging to less than one-fourth of its capacity"
should afford a most profitable investment.

A second dredge was in course of construction this
year on the property of the British Columbian Dredg-
ing Company, on Upper Spruce Creck, nost of the
lunber and machinery being lauled from Atlin to the
company s propcrty, a distance of 15 miles. This
dredge is larger than the plant already described, and
of the open connected type, havin'g a capacity of 5,coo
cubic yards per day. The hull being now about coin-
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hoped that as a result of Mr. Tolmîie's visit, the De-
partment will bc in the future in a better position to
adjudicate upon and adjust niatters of dispute relating
to property righîts in Atlin and lience the costly expedi-
ent of litigation will be avoided.

Reviewing briefly mhiiiing operations in the district
during the past ycar it iay be presuied tlat the out-
look lias considerably imiproved and the future pîromuu-
ises better than ever before. 11 draulic operationîs
were conducted on Pine, Spruce, Boulder, McKec and
Birch creeks with gencrally satisfactory results. A
considerable area of new ground was acquired b:
Eastern syndicates and this area will be carefully ex-
ploited next spring witli a view if conditions pronise
well to the installation of gold-saving dredges thereon.
A, part of Upper O'Donnell Cieek was prospected this
season by a local syndicate with encouraging results.
Bull Creck, a tributary of O'Donnell, was also pros-
pected in the sane nianner and good results obtaned.
O'Donnell Creek and its tributatries formî a larger area
than thc Pine Valley, and the finding of gold there,
in paying quantities will open up a very large district


