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MINING.

Mining in this Province was never in a more flourishing condition than
at present. Gold mining especially has made greatl strides within the past
few years and wo have been fortunate in adding to tho 1anks of our gold
winers, numbers of experts in manseing gold mines and in milling ores,
through whosoe successful labors, cupitulists both at homo sud abroad have
become acquainted with the immenso value of our gold fielde. Asa result,
any discoverer of a promising property, now rinds capitalists ready and cager
to help him, and unless the present prosperity is checked by swindling
operations, gold mining is soon destined to attain to great proportions.

At the urgent request of mauy porsons deeply iuterested in mining
matters in Nova Scotin, wo cummenced to publish in tho last issue of tho
Cruric the judge's minutes in the cause of Putnam vs. Hardman and ‘Faylor,
but in deferenco to the opinion of Messra. Meagher, Drysdale and Newcowbe,
a mewber of which firmn called upon us at Mr. Hardwman’s request, claiming
that the publication of theso minutes would prejudice the case of their clients,
we shall for the present discontinue the publication of the same, it being our
earnest desiro, while furthering the mining interests of this I’rovince, not
to commit any act that would inany way prejudice tho case of any individual
mine owner The leiter which we print below wasaddressed to the publisher
of tho Critic.  The threat of an injuuction which it contains is childish,
and would not for a moment bo seriously considered by the Court. The
appeal to our senso of Dritish fair-play and the assertion that their clionts’
cause would be prejudiced in the event of the publication of these winutes,
are in themselves quite suflicient 1o deter us frum doing o ; but wo promisoe

our miving friends that sooner or later they ehail have the full evidenco as
it is adduced at the trial.

Puryay vs Tavron, T AL

Dear Sir,—Our attention has just been called to the publication relating
to the abovo cause appearing in the last issue of Tuk Cnitic.

You are doubtless aware that the trisl of this action was pestponed at the
October sittings of the Court upon the plaintiff’s application. At that tiwe
the plaintiff had rested his case upon the evidence of which your publication
purpoits to be a copy, and the evidence of Mr. Taylor, who was the defen-
dants' first witness, had been given in part only. The question on trial is
principally one of disputed fact, and you will 1eadily sce that your report
of tho proceedings can result in placing before the public (from whom the
jury are to be drawn)the plainuff’s ride of the caseouly. Tinsin ouropiion,
and in the opinion of counsel asvciated with us, will tend 10 prejudice a
fair and impartial trial of the cause. We have to request you therefor to
withhold publication of these proceedings at least until the trial has been
completed.

The circumstances of the caso are such as in our opinivn {o warrant an
application to tha court to restrain this publication, and unless our request
be commplied with, we shall be compelled in the intorest of our clients to
institute an action to enforce complianco.

Wo trust, however, that your sense of justice and British fair-play will
prevent your forcing us to this alternative. Awsiting your reply, which we
shall expect to-morrow morning,

Yours truly,

MEescnegr, DRYSDALE & NEWCOMBE,
The publisher of the CriTic, Halifax.

We learn that the New Albion Mine at Montague, known as the DelWolf
gold mining property, has bLeen suld to a New York Syndicate, by Charles
Annand, for the handsome-price of 360,000 in cash.

We understand tho * Westfield ” gold mine in Queens County, has been

- purchased at a fair sum by Capt. Nicholls, for some of his Enghsh {riends.
It appemrs tho property was bonded several months ago, aud considcrable
prospecticg dono since on the “ Jumbo " lode, which ranges from 20 to over
75 foct wide. A shaft hias been sunk some 40 fect deep n onc of its widest
plates, and the yield far exceeds anticipatione.  Free gold is prominent, but
118 chicf value lies in the concentrales, which are abundaunt. N doubt tins
pioncer wine on such large leads, will causo much sir in the locality, and
also call attention to some of the other largo leads of the Province. We saw
an English paper some time sinco wherein Capt. N. had cailed attention to
the uudeveloped mineral wealth of our Province, for which he deservd
groat praise.

Mr. R. 1. Mcleod, a mining cngincer, who has had great experivnce in
mining in the Uvited States and Mexico, is furnishing a series of most
interesting articles to the Gold Hunier. We publish below a recent lotter on

Tue Mixes axp ML of TuE Mowrga Mivixg Couraxy. — The pro-
erty of the company is situated on the northern shore of Ponhook Lake,
and tho name Molega is a confusing misnomer, for it is the namo of alarge
lake lying one and a half miles to tho castward of these mines. Ponhook
Take is on the Port Medway River, and 15 mnles from tho head of tho tide
at Mill Village. 1tis a fine sheet of water 8 miles in length. The mine is
reached by wagen-road frem Caledonia Coraer, 9 miles distant ; or from
the port of Liverpool, distant 19 miles, part of this distanco by boat on the
lako. There is alzo a new carringo road opened direct to the port of Bridgo
water, a distance of about 20 miles,

The mining property under consideration consists of 146 mining areas,
(e=y artes.) 1roming dircetly vpen the lake  The ceuntry rack is the pre-
valing whin and slate of 8]l the Nzva Scotia goid ficlds.  This so-called
* whia,” an old couniry term, ic really a geuniun quanizite, which at onu
{imo was a silicious sandetony, that by the action of heat and prossuro has

beon solidified into its present state of compactnesa. Tho slate is the ordinary
clay slate, and forms not more than ono quarter of all the rock.

The ore budics aro gold-bearing quartz leads, varying in their thickness
from 2 inches to 2 feot. ‘They must have been formed in the bedding
planes of theso anciont Cambrian rocks, while thoy yet lay in a horizontal
position.  Sinco then these rocks have been folded into great wrinkles,
(nute-clinnls,) and their crests have heon scoured away by tho erasive agencies
of nature, water, ice and air, thus exposing the quartz leads standing at the
sawo inclination (dip) as the rock layers, and conforming of courso with
their striko or compass direction, which is nearly cust and west. Ovor all
this mining proporty thero is a stratum of gravel and sand of an average
thickness of about 4 feet. This must have been derived from the gramte
formation, 10 miles to the northward, ns it is mostly grapitic gravel, saul
and bowlders. Upon this lnyer is a thin conting of alluvium, the resuit of
decaying vegotation. Thus it will be seen that the loads, as a rule, do not
make an outcrop. Theit presence is generally indicated by ‘¢ floal” or
bowlders, being fragments of the leads lying upou or imbedded oither in

"tho gravel or the alluvium. They are encountered always to tho southward

of their leads, and as a rulo, are within one hundred feot from them.
Discovery of the loads is made by trenching across tho strata, laying bare
the bed rock, and thus exposing all outcrops of oro bodies, Prospecting
was begun on this property alittle more than two yoars ago; since that
time several leads havo been discovered, and a large amount of profitable
development work has been performned upon them. The oro is the ordinary
white quartz of other Queous County gold mines ; not so vitroous, or glossy,
3 that of Whiteburn, with oftentimes a banded structure, and a blueish
cast. It carrics besides the freo gold, a small percentage of auriferous
arsenical pyrites, lead sulphide or galena, zinc sulphide, or blende, (“ black
jack” of the miuers) and iron, and copper pyrites. The gold is almost freo
from any debasing olement, being of courss alloyed with a littlo silver, from
which it is never quite free in the natural state. It so readily amalgawated
with the quicksilver that no special devices aro required beyond the ordinary
arrangement of amalgamating plates.

The greatest amount of work has been done on the “Chester Lead" which

pssses under tho mill. Upon this aro six shafts, (with substantial shaft |

houses,) 70 feot &part, and varying in depth from 125 to 35 feet. The lead
is 9 inches in width, with a general east and west direction, and a northerly
dip of about 30 degrees from a perpendicular. This is a truo * comtact!
vein, being found at tho junction of the slate and whin. This has no other
importance or significance, moro than the greater facility of wining. In
some countries a * contact” vein is more promising, not only for ore values,
but for continuity and general oxtent. lore the presence of the shte
enables the work of mining to be done for less money than it would cost
wero the lead included in two hard walls of whin or quartzite. From this
lead has been raised about GO0 tons of ore, which mills 1 oz and 6 dwts.
per ton, os nearly as can bo estimated. This vein has boen traced by actud
uncovering of the outcrop at various places, for a distanco of 1500 feet, and
ot that point it passes under a hill of gravel, and hss not been looked for
further on. It has increased a littlo in width, with greater depth, and
presents everywhere the characteristics of a well-formed lead, that may be
depended upon to yield 2 great deal of paying ore. The mill ongine supplies
the power for hoisting and pumping. By the use of well-arranged friction
gear, the power is thrown on or off with the utmost ease and readiness.

About 2,000 feet to the southenst of the  Chester Lead” is situated the
“ Rabbit Jead.” Itis 11 inches in width, and is worked by throo shafts
at depths varying from 40 to GO feet. It has been opened along its cours
for 310 feet  From this lead has been milled 185 tons of ore, yicldiog
about 2 ozs. and 12 dwis per ton.

Tho cost of mining is $7 80 per ton. I think it has been very latcly
let out on contract at 2 lowor figuro. This lead is unluckily destitute of 1
glato belt, thereby increasing tho cost of mining it, but the * rock” is good
onough to stand the drawback. The ore is conveyed 10 tho millinacu
worked on a wooden tramway, and drawn by a wire cable The cost o
transportation is 25 cents per ton. This lead, it will bo roadily seon, pro-
duces u grade of oro on which a fine profit is realized. It has beon worke
ouly during a few weeks, but in that timo has risen to tho first degreo of
importance among tho many leads of tho property. It bida fair to supply
largo quantities of rich ore. Its width, uniformity, and traced outcrop of
600 feet, which is by no means the determined limit, lead one to oxput
the coutinuation of the lead to a depth of some hundrods of foet.

Running parallel with this ¢ Rabbit Lead,” and at a distanco of abot!
500 feet to the southeastward, is tho * Nino Boulder Lead.” It is two fext
in thickness, and has been traced by trenching and cuts to a distancaof
1000 feet. Itis worked through a shaft 125 feet deop. Tho lead, whea
first encountered in the working, was thrown down to an almost horizontl
position, and considerablo prospecting was noeded to reach the ore body
“in place.” Tho first tests of oro indicated about half an ounce ; but wit
furthor developiuent a better grada of ore is being wined ; from all appest

ances it will yicli ono ounco per ton. Tho quartz has a very pronouncd
banded structure, and tho gold is mostly found at tho junction of the thia
layers of quartz A “working belt”” of slate, and its great width, onable
tho owners to mine this ore for $5 per ton. About 100 tons have alresdy
beon treated, and whiloe the margin of profit is very satisfactory, it
depreciated the genoral yield, which, but for it, would have run considerabl
over an ouuco and a half. Upon the shaft is a substantial shaft-houe
adjoining an cugine hosse. A 25 horse power engino raises tho oroa
water, and furnishes the power to run tho oro car in ono direction from tbi
and the  Rabbit Lead.” Tt also is used to hoist the ore and waier st
last namad lead.

Between the Nins Buulder and Rabbit Jeads are ten gold-bearing veisy
varying in width from four {o soven inches. Only ono of thesohes



