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Prevlous to the visit cf piiilip, ti Evangolliat, Satnarla bâil
net been wholly wlthout a knowlodgeofe t.h( Gospel. The two
aunateat daya ln eur Lord'a earthly miiatry weire, porbapa, tbone

Zupent ln Sychar and Ite vicinity. The open.haartwd Samaritana
oa net aaked tho Jewinh Toaher to provo Eimself by signe and

nilraces to bo tho Mossiah. Thoy bail rccelved Blin on the

Uatrength ci Bis own gracons and solt.evidenolng words. And yet
le porsenal minlstry, oven in se réceptive a soit au that of Sychar,

rernaincd comparativcly uni ruitful. Tho Hoiy Seirlt bad net yet
beau givea, nor had tha Churah beson taundod tbrougb which the
giorlflcd Christ could aponêta with mnighty and permanent affect
Leit ta Itiolf tho good ood af the klngdom was quickly choked by
the thorn that grow up unroatrained on ovory bond.

The persecution tbat tollowed tha death oi Stophon wua lntended
ta destroy Chrlatianity. It beiranie inatead, tho firet stop ln its
triumphant progreas. The. believenu who lieit tram Joruasieni dia
net hople theroby to escape persécution. That It wua net se muoh
the feat ot imprisonmont or deàith tbat maved them,. As tho percep.
tion (bast favorable appontunitie for Christian service no longer
exuetcd ia Jérusalem, la clear from; thoe. that wheraver tboy
weab they proclaimcd the o ms message tfiat bail dra.wn down on
thoni the murderous hatreil of tbe Jows. PbIi!p came to Sammnish
and at onco began pnsecbing Christ. Not moral dhsiquliions, ner
theological doutrines, but Cbriat's persan andl wark Xis dcath and
résurrection, Hia ascension Aud continueil ministry on earth
through the Hcly Spirit. The persan ot Christ là the centre of
Chriatiaty. Chris(ianity hasl its aacrod books, as other religions,
but nliko thora i is net a book-religion which retals IL.. vitallty
in virtuc of a body of doctrines porpetuateil fram age to age.
Mohammned andl Gautamna diatinatiy dia'aolatod their own persan.
alitiee tramn their teachinga. Christ muad, aIl Ris (caching3and
revolations aubordinitc te the transcendent tact af Hia own persan.
Bc lis net the deail tounder cf a great religion, but the risen andl
enthrouedl Christ who Ilvea in Ris Ohnroh and opérâtes thraugh iL
with divine eaergy. Philip presachoi a Saviaur, theretore, rather'
thban a salvation. Andl thb Lord confirmed tho mentage of 'Bis
servant by signe anil wondon. The tact tbat tho pnescher's
message le net confirmoil by oimilar proofs lis someatimea citcil as
evidenco that Ohriatianlty bas lost It» eariy power. Snelh an
asaumptlon loacs eigh( cf tha tAct that miraculeux bodiiy healinga
arc only as shaduiva compared svith the substantiel résulte that
attend the progresa oi Christnity. Iadeed, co might more
truthiuiiy say that the necessity of appeaiing to miracles la a
positive dissilvautago, in the sante sente that Chriat'. continuae
présence on carth would have berri a hindi anas rather thsn a belpi
to the spread et Hia kingdom. A generation that accepte the
txuaolJ ithout deru,âading aigu& &tauds an a Iuigher spiritual levei
than cao that seeksa uch évidence.

TUE <iîrr OF TUX HOLY SPIIRIT.

The sendiag ot Peter sud John to Samaria by (ho Churcb in
Jerusslien shows tha,ý tbey were not the beada af (ho apoatolia
collage, but members whe olaimeil ne officiai superiority. The.
tact that they rgue sent shows, howover, (haut their pre.miasnt,
personal capabilities and spiritual qualification. far the delicate
task cf inspecting thlm religions niovement aud et receivin2g the
Samatitans jutote Christian Church were fully rocogaized.
Peter was fitteil for ontward action, for publiu leadership. But
the protounder spiritual Intuition% of John Who seemeil tu play en
sîtogethor auberdinato part were equally Important andl ne less
noeedi. Nane ai tha Apoatles wcno botter qaalified for a mission
to a people whom the Jews m.tzl bated tban (hase two ln(iaiato
friands et Christ, wbese friendahip for eaab other wus cemented by
s common lae tor thoir 'Mastor aud enthuimn RiHl work.
They rsw at a glance thaut the conversion@ wero gonuine, and that
the wî,te. baptim n edeil anly the confirmation snd coxapletion ai
the Spitit bsptism. That this gif twas witbbeld until the arrivaI
oft(he aposties mnay have Indicatel that, la the divine mmnd, the
religious mevement wus net ta be regaried as Indépendant oft(ho
ChurchilaJerusseni. The imparting cf the Baty Spirit waanover
eonaidoeei by the Apoatîca thom'aolyea as a poculiar apostolic
tanollon, auy more tha&n (ho warklnj of miracles. This lit camel
ln answer to prayer aud by the layicg an et bands, and wus donbt.

**An Exposition ai Lemmon 8 in Thet Bibis Sf ui1 Uneion Suuxday
.ZcIool Lessons on leThe Tbree Orat àpostle&l"

leu moinifoateil by miraculaus tokeas IIue (hase on Poutecost. 1
wuva tilt divine atteotation of the réception 0i (hase -SauanRitàn
Ioa theb followahip af tho Cburah. The noms Spirit comes te
beivors nov wftbaut tii. startliug pbenemuuis peculimur te the
apostolia age, but wkth the samo esential effeat. Ra cone§ (e tlue
individuel or te tho church (bnough prayer, aud Uis coming moana
in ov.ry Instance a sanctification efth ler Inlite, suit an oudue.
ment wlth power for Christian sarvice.

NaiuLI)LINSac IN TU Ult CIiO
The. gaod wark cf Philip ia Samaria came et once itot doadiy

coufilectwith tho superstitions ai thea go. Sirn MSagus, wlh ai
long exeroisoil a baloful Influence over the people by hi. Incanta.
tiens sud Jugglerieu, was no doubt angeroil at tlue ritia cf hie
busineis, but At tho @me timn ho was amaacd ut thirxtacles
wraught by 'hlip. lu thls ho quiokly poncelveil the operation ai
a poeor immenseiy superiar te bis own. i mity hava aupposcil
that tho preacher liait lu smo way gainoil a. ceeper f naiglît Into
théoaconIt power et nature, or (bat he wom a maore isklhul magician
thau hinisali. Whatever hi. interprt..Ion ôt tho phenemonn, ho
dotenniluei te associate himacit with lYilip, la order te acquirelbis
covoteil pawer. Accandingly lia profoesil ballet and was baptlsed.
But thue coming cf Peter snd John, fcllçwcd as It vras by %tilt
groattr dipisys oft(ho Spirit'. pawer, uamashevi the preteaded
couvert Ilie avarice was axpased ta the light. Ho abawed that
he la joineil the company ai bellevers mcreiy te furmher hie cwu
gains, sud that thaugh nuniboroil wlth thein ho ball ne lot nar part
in the kingdom et God. Bre was trylng ta juxgglo with Goil ane ho
bail bsbituaiiy juuggled wlth men. Douiroius cf making religion
subordlate to business, ho biait taill entireiy te recGZalzo the
ispiritual motives which give direction aud powar te a religious
lits. Bonco, tac, wben luis fraia as expobed ha exhiblted ne
sensq et ain, but only a aringiag dreail et punishmnent. Ho ia a
type efthose lu every age who hava sought ta use a profession ai
religion as as(opping.atonc Wa influence. woslth or position.

FOR THE SASSA THI SCIIOOL
International S. S. Lesson.

Lzmmo VIII.-Tn Pxss CunisisTIî MÀRTYR -FnlwLxnv 21.
(Acis vi. 8.z5; vii. 54.Go.)

GoLxym TExT :-l Bc thou taithful uuWû de&" , sud I yull givo
thes a crowu cf JLo"- .il. 10.

TriEs Â1D PLACE.-A.D. 37. Jéruaalem.
Ils=onucrin.-In one at our proviens lestune we learneil (bat

(ho tarly disciples ot Jeans provided a cummon fund, which was
placed in the bauds oi the apatles, sud by (hems isitibutoil Wa
thoewho weo u ued. Out ot this apnang tha finttdisagrcemeat
in tho Chunch. Thoro wax a complaint cf the Gredai againat (ho
Hobreva that, thair idows woro neglooteil Iu thia distribution,
wbîch took place daly. Tre reîlt as (bat(ho apoatlci, burdcncd
witit the spiritual canas of tha growing Clinrcb, fait (bat thoy coulil

o langer attend to thase temporal miottera, aud, undon (lueir
advice, sevon laeu woro ehosen frein among the disciples, te whom
t.he wcnk oi diatribuition vas uommitted. 7hley woeo mca full ef
fith and ut the Holy Spirit, sud at touti twe of thenf. became
preachers cf the word. Ona af (hem was Stepien, et whaso perse-
outian aud death wo hava the &tory in aur prcsent lerson.

VESns ov VaUwîI.-V. 8. IlStaphco.",-Oae of thoiso chesen La
administon (ho fonda eft(hé early Chunch.

V. 9. Il Synagogir."-Tho wand corresponds ta aur word
"cbaroh," sud was sometimes usai (o sigaify ant assembly ot

Jows, aud iametimea (ho building providai for suah aasembly.
IlLlbertInea.'"-i.r., treodmea. They wore mont llkely Jews who
bail once beau islaves Wa tho Romans and beau set treo, and who nov
formeil eue congrégation lu Jérusalem. IlCyrouians."-Inbablt-
auteocf Cyre, a city lu thé province of Cyrenaica, North Afies.
"Aloxaudrians. -Java beloagiag to Alexandrn. ia Egypt.
"Cilicls-Asis."-Those wero Roman provinces lu Asia Miner.

V. 10. Il Net able to resit tho wlador."-Hia akili sud kaaw-
leigo wene tan boyenil (heir paones, sud (lucy tIt (oy woro
dofeateil. IlTho Spirit.'-Stop' n wax guideil by (ha Holy Spirit.
The word may, however, aimpiy have notananco ta (ha minlner in
which Stephen apoko.

V. 11. IlSnborned.,,-induceta satearely. IlBhiasphiamous
wonis'-According te their Interprétation tf (ho law, blaspka my
consiste in l cntemp t ofMcses sud bie Institution, sud vasl a
capital effence.

V. 12. IlCaught hin."-Tliat la, arrcated hlm. "lCouinai."--
This wau the Sanhedrin, betoro wbich Jaus bail beau bnought sud
candemned.

V. 13. "P alse wl(ueass."-Tho falitiy ci (ha teatimony prob.
ably cousisteil lu a perversion ai word. whicli Stephen bâa actually
utter.d.
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