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THE B/BLE CLASS.

PETER AND JOHN IN SAMARIA,
(Acts viii, 1-28,—~For Sunday Feb. 21th.*)
DY NEY, PUILIP A, NORDELL, D, D,

Provious to the visit of Philip, thy Evangelist, Ssmaris had
not boen wholly without a knowledge of thu Gospel. The two
suoniost days in our Lord's earthly minlatry weve, perhaps, those
spont in Sychar and its vicinity. The opon-hearted Bamaritany
had not asked tho Jowish Teacher to prove Himaelf by signs and
miracles to bo tho Moesslak, Thoy had roceived Him on the
strength of His own gracious and self-ovidencing words. And yet
Hin personal ministry, oven in 8o receptive a soil as that of Sychar,
romair.od comparatively unfruitfal. Tho Holy Spirit had not yet
beoen given, nor had tho Churoh been founded through which the
glorified Ohrist could oporate with mighty and permancnt effoot.
Lolt to itsolf tho good aced of tho kingdom was quickly choked by
the thorns that grow up unrestrained on overy hand.

PREACHING QHRIST IN SAMARLA,

The persecution that followed tho death of Stephon was intended
to destroy Christianity. It becamio instoad, the firat atop in ita
triumphant progress. The believers who fled from Jerusalem did
not hopo theroby to escape persecution. That it was not so muoh
the fear of imprizonment or death that moved thern, as the percep.
tion that favorable opportunities for Christian servico no longer
existod in Jerusalem, is clear from the fu>t that wherever they
went thoy proclaimed the same msasage that had drawn down on
them the murderous hatred of the Jows. Philip camo to Samaria
and at onco began preachiog Christ. Not moral disquiaitions, no;
theological dostrines, but Christ’s person and work His death and
resurrection, Hia asconsion and continued ministry on earth
through the Holy Bpirit. Tho person of Christ is the centre of
Christianity. Christianity has its sacred books, as other religions,
but unliko them it isnot a book.religion which retains ita vitality
in virtuo of a body of doctrines perpstuated irom age to age.
Mohammed and Gautama distinotly disvooiated their own person.
alities from their teachings., Christ made all His teachiugs and
rovelations subordinste to the transcendent fact of His own person.
Ho is not the dead founder of a great religion, but the risenand
enthroned Christ who lives in His Church and operates through it

with divine encrgy. Philip preached a Saviour, therefore, rather’

than a salvation. Aund the Lord confirmed the mossage of His
sorvant by signs aud wonders. The fact that the preacher’s
message is not confirmed by similar proofs is sometimes cited as
ovidenco that Christianity has lost its early power. Such an
assumption loses aight of the fact that miraculous bodily healings
are only as shadows compared with the subatantial resnlts that
attend tho progress of Christlanity. Indeed, one might more
trathfully aay that the ncceesity of appealing to miracles isa
positive disadvantago, in the same sense that Christ's continued
presence on carth would have been a hindiance rather than a help
to the spread of His kingdom. A generation that accepts the
Gospol without demanding sigos atands on a higher spiritual level
than one that seeks auch evidence.

THE QIFT OF THE HOLY $PIRIT,

Tho sending of Peter and John to Samaria by the Church in
Jorusalem showsa thal thoy were not tho heads of the apostolio
college, but members who claimed no official superiority. The
fact that thoy were sont shows, howover, that their pre-emineat
personal capabilities and spiritual qualifications for the delicate
task of inspecting this religious movement and of recoiving the
Samaritans ioto ths Christian Church wers fully recognized.
Peter wag fitted for outward action, for public leadership. But
tho profounder spiritual intuitions of John who seemed to play an
altogether subordinato part were equally important and no less
nceded. Nono of tho Apoatles wero batter qualified for a mission
to a people whom tho Jows m...tally hated than these two intimate
feionda of Chriat, whose friendahip for each other was cemented by
a common love for thoir Mastor and enthusiasm in His work.
They saw at a glanco that the conversions wero genuine, and that
the wute. baptism nceded only the confirmation and completion of
tho Spicit baptism. That this gift was withheld until the arrival
of the apoatles may have indicated that, in the divine mind, the
roligious movement was not to bo regarded as independent of the
Church in Jernsalem, The imparting of the Holy Spirit wasnever
conaidered by the Apasties themaslves as a peculiar apostolio
funotion, any more than the working of miracles. This gift camo
in anawer to prayer and by the laying on of hands, and tas donbt.

“An Exposition of Leston 8 in The Bible Study Union Sunday
School Lessons on * Tho Threo Greas Apostles.”

loss manifested by miraculous tokens like those on Pentecost. 1
was the divine atteotation of tho roocption of theso Sasaritan
into the fellowship of the Church. The same Spirit comos to
boilavers now without tho startling phemomuna peculinv to the
apostalio age, but with the samo czsontial effect. Ho comos to thoe
jndividual or to tho ohurch through prayor, and His coming moans
{n every inastance a sanctification of the inoer lifo, and an endue.
ment with power for Christian sarvice.
\VORLDLINESS IN TUR CHURCIL

The good work of Philip in Samaria camo at onco {nto deadly
conflict with the superstitions of tho age. Simon Magus, who had
long oxercisod a baleful Influence over tho people by his incanta.
tions and juggleries, was no doubt angered at the ruin of hls
business, but at the aame timn ho was amased at the mliracles
wrought by Philip. In this ho quickly percoived the operation of
» power immenaely superior to his own. llo may have supposed
that tho preacher had in gome way gained a deopor insight into
thoe ocoult power of nature, or that ho wan a aoro nkilful magician
than himself. Whatever his intorpretusion of tho phenomena, he
dstermined to assooiate himself with Philip, in order to acquire his
coveted power. Accardingly hio prolessod belle! and was baptized.
But thoe coming of Petor and John, follewed as it was by satill
greater dlaplags of the Bpirit's power, unmasked tho protended
couvert. His avarice was exposod to thoe light, He showed that
ho had joined the company of beliovers morely to further his own
gaine, and that though numbored with them ho had no lot nor part
in the kingdom of God. He was trylag to jugglo with God aa he
had habitually juggled with men, Desirous of making religion
subordinate to business, ho had failed entirely to recognize the
spiritual motives which give dircotion and powor to a religlous
jife. Honco, too, when his fraud was oxposed ho oxhibited no
sensq of sin, but only & cringing dread of punishment, Ho is &
type of thoso in every ago who have sought to use a profession of
religion as a stepping-stono to influonce. wealth or position.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lrssox VIII.—Tax First Curistisx Mantyr —Frpruary 21,
(Acts vi, 8-15; vii, 54-60.)

GoLorr Texr :—** Be thou faithful unto dea:’ , and I will give
thee a orown of life.” ~Rev. ii. 10,

Tive anD Pruce.—A.D. 87, Jerusalem.

IxtRODUOTION, —In ono of our provicus lesauns we learned that
the early disciples of Jesus provided s common fund, which waa
placedia the haads of tho apostles, and by them distributed to
thoss who wero 1n noed. Out of this sprang tho first dissgreement

in the Church. There was a complaint of the Gracians againat the -

Hobrewa that their widows wore neglooted in this distribution,
which took placo daily. The resalt was that the apostles, burdened
with the spiritual cares of tho growing Charch, folt that they could

o longer attend to theso temporal matters, and, under their
advice, seven wien were choson from among the disciples, to whom
the work of distribution was committed. Tley wore men full of
faith and of the Holy Spirit, and at loast two of them becameo
preachers of the word. One of them was Stephen, of whoso perso-
cution and death we have the atory in our present leeson,

Vense sy Vzrse.—V. 8, ¢ Stopben.”—One of thoso chosen to
administer the fands of the early Church.

V. 9. ¢ Synagogue,”—The word corresponds to our word
¢ church,” and was sometimes used to signify an assembly of
Jows, and gometimes the building provided for such assombly,
¢¢ Libertines.”’—i.c., froedmon, They wore most likely Jews who
had once becn slaves to the Romansand been sot free, and who now
formod one congregation in Jerusalom. ¢‘Cyroniaps.”—Inhabit.
anta of Cyrene, a city in the provinco of Cyrcnaics, North Afrioa.
¢ Aloxandrians. —Jewa helonging to Alexandria, in Egypt.
¢ Cilicin—Asia,"”—These wero Roman provinces in Asia Minor.

V. 10, ¢ Not able to resist the wisdom.”—His ekill and koow-
ledge were far boyond their powers, and thoy felt thoy wero
defeated. ¢ Tho 8Spirit.”’—~Step” n was guided by the Holy Spirit.
The word may, however, simply have refercnco to the menner in
which Stephen spoke.

V. 11, ¢ Suborned.” —Induced toswarofalrely. * Blasphcmous
words,”—According to their interpretation ¢{ the law, blasphemy
consisted in ouvntempt of Moscs and hia institution, and wasa
capital offenca.

V. 12, “ Caught himi."—Thst is, arrcsted him. ¢ Council,"—
This was the Sanhedrin, before which Jeaus bad been brought and
condemned.

V. 13, ¢ Falso witnezses.”—Tho {alsity of the teatimony prob.
ably consiated in a perversion of words which Stephen bad actually
uttered.
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