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trained in the sixtcnth century, Ilhat iieans. if it nicans any-
thing, ininds trainied in anîd iuifliuenced by the traditions of a
C1atlîolieisin "abolislhed as far as Acts of Parliamient eouid abol-
ishi it,'' to say notlîing of flic natural conserv'ation of al! true
schiolarship, to an extent whicli w"e ean hiardly realize. One trans-
latioit. or revision of the Bible links itself, so to .speak, iii an un-
brokçen succession, to a prcceding one, fronm King' Jamiies' trans-
lators baek to f-lic- veneral)le ]3edc, and the influience of' the ver-
nacular Seriptures on Englishi literatuire is no le.ýs profound and
far-reaching in the cighith centur-y tlîan lu tlie sixteenti. It were
weli for uis eould ive add : Or ini the twcntietm !''

A study of Gairdncr's cihapter on "The Rcign of the Bnglishi
Bible,-" in the second volumne of ]lis '*LoIIa-rdly and the Reforma-
ion iii ]!nglan(l' - wliicli 1 also eoiiiiid to your particullar

notice - wvill -ive you an insighit )otli into thc iiietliods of un-
authoi zcd translatos of thie Bibic-or viriilently hierctitai, as
Tyndale-and inito llcnry 's motives for issuinig. as ''English
pope,'' an officiai version. It wili also prove-if it needs pro-
imîg, tit the Bishiops, agiaiîîst w-liose autlmority the kîing- had, for
]lis own vii i purposes. secretly encouriaged evu-ry l)estilcnt pailnplm-
icteer wlhoni lic lîad prcvioulsly l)anislmed, Obj~ecte(], înot to ver-
nacular versions of the Seitrewi hcy hiad sancti oued
for the lise of flie faithiful-hut to unauthorizcd, one nîay say
wilfully falsified versions, eontaining notes and comumentairies
ggres.sivcly an d scurrilously ant i-Cat hol le. It w~as only attackzs

on his ow'n authority -tyichl IJenry rcsentcd. Ilmat lie should
first forbid, and then permit, thle implortation of sucli wvorks into
Bngland, as it hiappencd to suit hlis enids and policy. is iiely
consistent with bis chlaracter.

The above dlaimi as to thic Church 's shiare iii giving the Eng-
lishi Bible, in ail its revisious, froni lede's to James the First's.
to a Cathiolie and to a non-Catholie England alikze. anticipates, to
soîne extent, the inference I -%ishi to subliiit, presenitly. to your
coisideration. I w'ill, therefore, content iniyscif, in conclusion,
-with a 1)rief reference to thiat other -%vork. the influence of wliihi,
on England's literature, Fm'cinîail ranks, ;as we hlave Seeuî. with
i"Couri' ationa1 Iransiation of the l3ih)lc,' namely, "our national
prayer booz,' ."- lie calis it.

Not only lias the Engii Bible, *"the sole litcrary, as it is
Ille sole spiritual reading of couintlcss millions Of Englisli Peo-
pie" - to quote ]?reeinan once more - iiroduccd a very) distinct
and characteristie type of Britisli Protestant, or did. tili the dawn
of the <<higlier criticisitn,)" but thue B3ook of Coluunon Praiyer,
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