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good works before an individual cau entertain any hope
of heavan. Bome of these good works consist ini.nvin
tanks or lakes dug, rest-housea built for travellars, an
feeding the poor. Thia belief is clesrly confirmed in the
faot, that when missionaries or other workers ask soms of
tho poor how they hope for salvation, they invariably
reply, they are too poor to perform any good works,
hence they dare not hope for heaven. The stato of the
lower classes of women 18 not nearly go restricted as that
of the higher classes, and it is in this eense that the
wowen demand far more of our sympathy than the men.
The men move about more freely, attend public gather-
ings, drive in carriages, have clubs and societies wherv
thoy pasa their leisure hours, and in short thoy enjoy all
tho privileges of life in a worldly sense. Not so with the
women. Theirs is not the right to appear in public, or
on the atreets, or even to pay a visit to their friends dur-
ing the day. Al that does oceupy their time is to look
after their children, und to attend to culinary duties.
Girls are sent to school, only up to the age of twelve, and
that rarely, ten years being the usual limit. Thus, when
the mind is just ac uiring the habits and love of study,
the young achool-girl is withdrawn and made to exchange
tho active scones of the school-room for those of the
bousehold. It is very seldom if she dves at all, cultivate
this desire for reading in her own home.

Though the Hindu woman's mind is quite different from
that of the man, as regards culture and education, yet it
is she who manifosts moroe piety and a stronger attach-
ment to her religion. She is the one seen faithfully
discharging the (ﬁ-‘xtju of the temple, such as fulfilling
vows that were solemnly made on the occasion of sarious
illness, oither among the male or female members of the
family cirale ; or reverently treading the stops of a do-
voted shrine in order to make an offering of fruit, ote.,
for some trifling blesaing received. On all auch occagions
it ia the woman'a piot{’ that predominates. How neces-
sary it is then that the women of India should be the
uppermost object of our attention in mission work ! How
necessary that the gospel rays should pierce first into the
receases of these dark homes, and that the light of our
blessed Lord and Saviour should be receiveg into the
hearts of the women' Then, and then only, may wo
expact that India’s sons will rise to the same level of their
brothers in Christian lands in extolling the name of Jesus
above every other name. And to him be all the glory
when we shall have done a// He has bidden us to do to-
wards the accomplishment of this grand object, **directing
Indis's women to Jesus.”

E. D Frazex

Bimlipatam.
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The Rajputs.

The extensive and irregularly defined territory knowu ns
Rajputana, strotching from the Vindhya Hills on the south-
east, almost up to the river Indus on the north-west, and
trom the Runn of Cutch on the soath-west, to the Punjab on
the north-east, is estimated to have a total area of 135,000
square miles, and a population of ten nnd a half millions, It
is interscotod by the Aravulll Monutains, running in a line
nearly north-east and aouth-west, and about three-fifths of it
lie to the porth-west of this line, and two-fifths to the south
east. In ita very contre is the Britiah district of Ajmere-
Mainwara, which was acquired by our Government in 1818
and 1820. All around ms district lic the twonty Native
Btatos, of which it is otherwise somposed, each State having
its own to chief and ind dent govor ¢, undet
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has his head-quarters at Mount Aboo, und who is beaides ex
afficio Commiasioner of Ajmere. The history of the Rajputs,
whose asttloment in Indin daten from n very romote period,
is roplete with records of feuds amongst each other, and
struggles agaidst the vast farces of the Mogul Emperor, and
other Mohammodan invaders. Although the Bajput clana
bave always maintalned & sort of independence nunder their
own chieftains, thoir power has been froquently shattered by
thoe overwhelming forces sent sgninst them from Delhi. Ak-
bar married two princesses of Rajgut houses, aud gave to
Rajput ohiefs high commands io- his armics, and in 'ater
cars, whole regiments of an{:ta‘aorved under the Mogul

mperors, and their cavalry, in particular, became famous
for their hendlong charges. But when the Mahratta power
arose, in the last century, the tribal suthority of the Rajputs
collnpaed, and the States slmost disappesred {rom history.
The country was desolated by a thirty yeara' incessant war,
and exhausted by the relontless exactions of Smdhtn and
Holkar, and it was only after the victories of the Lnglish
over these two princes, early in this century, thut it begas
slowly to recover. At length, after the Pindara war in 1817,
each gmw sabmittod itself to British protection, and Ru%»
tann has ever since cnjoyod slmost profound ponce. e
rebellion in 1857 scarcely extended to it, and the chiefe have
been distinguished by their loyalty to the paramount power.

The Rujputs have a vein of poctry and romance not to be
met with in any other part of India. Like tho Britons, the
Welsh, and the Scoteh, thay have their bards and poots, who
recite the great deoda of their ancestors, and .w_ho are held ?n
very high cstimation among them. The spirit of clanship
still exists, nnd the chiefs ﬁold their lands io foudal tenure
from the Rans, or Rajah of the State. The clans of purest
blood occupy the first rank amongat them, but there are also
numbers a? castes which claim to be half-blood Rajputs, or
even to less closs connection. The Rajputs proper are very
prond of their warlike roputation, and most punctilious on
points of etiguette, and as o landed nobility, nod the kinsmen
of ruling chiofs, they have becn called the aristocracy of the
country. It is believed that there is mow har.ly a raling
family in all Indis which does mot olaim descent from, or
irregular connectlon with, some Rajput stock. Distributed
ovor Central Indis, tho Punjab, 8ind, and other parts, the
origin of thoso who bavoe loft their country might be difficult
to trace. The clans still recognized in Rajputann itaclf are,
the Rahtors, the Bhattis, the hwaha, the Chachans, and
the Sesodins. Their religion is Hinduism, with a strong
infusion of Jainism. With the oxcaption of Tonk, which is
undor o Mossulman ruler, the chiefs are all Rajputs and
Hindus.

“Such are the people, whase chiefs the Becrotary of 8tate for
Indis described, last week, ss the leaders of the Hindu race,
and for whomi Lords Northbrook and Kimberley, and Bishop
Goodwin could acarcely find words sufficient to sound their

raisea.

F The ides which promptod tho course of action which hos
boen the object of n)])l these eulogiums was o happy one. In
Ootober last, it ocourred to the present Agent to tho Gover-
nor-Genera! in Rajputans that it might be poesible to prevail
upon all tho Rajpat Chiofs to agree to n sot of rules for mg-
Iating the oxpenses of mrrl.nﬁ::s amongst R;l‘, uts. e
aocordingly issued & circnlar, in compliance with which s
moeting was held at Ajmore last March, sttended by one
official, one leading jagirdar and one Charun from each State,
for settl t of the queation. We published st tho time an
account of what took place, but the narration will bear repe-
tition. All the Chiefs warmly approved of the Agent's sug-
geation, and all sent represontatives, exceptint tho Maharawal
of Banswara, who excused himself, Several Chiels exprossed
opinions that rules applicable to fancrala sbould also be dis-
cussed, and the Maharoo Raja of Bendi enrpnesod the uthers
by suggesting that & limit should bo placed on the ages of
bridea and bridegrooms, with a view to putting down child-
marringes. The result of the discussions was that the repre-
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the surveillance of the Agent of the Governor-General, who

es unanimously agreed to tho framing of twenty-two
rules. The expenscs allowable on marrlage ceremonios was,



